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Schedule of International Agreements Relating

Ethiopia’s boundaries with her neighbours  are
letermined by agreements of 1897 with France, Britain
ind ltaly, agreements of 1902 and 1907 with Britain, and
in agreement of 1908 with Italy. The 1897 Treaty with
rance  determining Ethiopia's boundary with the
Territory of the Afars and lIssas was delimited and
lemarcated in 1954. The 897 Treaty with Britain
oncerning the northern boundary with Somalia was
emarcated in 1934, whilst the 1908 Treaty with Italy
clermining the southern part of Ethiopia’s boundary
ith Somalia was partially demarcated in 1911. The
307 Treaty respecting the Kenya boundary was
slimited in 1968 and demarcated in 1970. The 1902
reaty with Sudan was delimited Jast year and is to be
:muircated shortly,

The process of delimitation involves a detailed
cision as to where precisely in theory and on the map
¢ line will lie: that of demarcation being the marking
it of this line on the ground with suitable beacons and
arkers.  When the whole process is completed, the line

the ground becomes the legal, definitive, boundary
tween the two states. When this final stage has been
iched, doubt and argument as to whose territory is
10se can no longer exist, and both governments find it
ich easier to initiate and maintain joint development

4 welfare projects across the frontier —as has been
st successfully demonstrated in the situation now
wvailing across the Kenya boundary following its
narcation in 1970,

The schedule given here is a * spin off,” as it were, of

to the Boundaries of Ethiopia

by David Hamilton

this study. The author prepared it originally entirely for
his own information but feels now that it may be of
interest and perhaps some assistance 1o others concerned
with, or undertaking research into, several aspects of
recent Ethiopian history, Inevitably a number of people
have contributed to its compilation by giving generously
of their time, trouble and knowledge: the author
acknowledges most gratefully not only their assistance
but also the encouragement that their interest and
assistance has given him. He wishes to stress, however,
that all errors and omissions that remain are his sol¢
responsibility!
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ate Refercnces/ Notes
Location of Texts

27 BRITISH TREATY OF FRIENDSHIP & Pankhurst: 42
COMMERCE with Sultan of Berbera: by which Aitcheson: 154

the Somali tribe who looted the Marianne agreed
to pay compensation and to permit British ships
to trade ** without impediment or molestation **

-8-1840 TREATY OF PEACE & COMMERCE between Aitcheson: 177
Sultan of Tadjoura and the British East India Hamilton: 15

Company: by which the Sultan acknowledged
the Company’s Protection

11-1841
COMMERCE with King Sahle Sclassie, King of

Shoa, Efat and the Galla (and Captain W.
Cornwallis Harris)

-1843 FRENCH TREATY OF AMITY & COM- FO 403255 p 204-5
MERCE with King Sahle Selassic (and M. Gingold Duprey:
» 5

Rochet d'Hericourt)

BRITISH TREATY OF FRIENDSHIP & Hertslet: 421

Similar treaties were concluded in 1855 and 1566
(Aitcheson:178-184)

on the same day Captain Robert Moresby IN
bought the island of MUSSA

Hertslet  comments, * No boundaries were
defined in this Treaty and it is no longer in force ™

Gingold Duprey comments that * for reasons
unknown " this treaty was never ratified by King
Louis-Phillipe

1843 TREATY OF PEACE & COMMERCE between Hamiilton: 16

Sultan of Zeila and the British East India
Company: similar 1o Captain Moreshy's earlier
treaty, with the Sultan of Tadjoura of 19-8-1840
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Date

2-11-1849

10-5-1859

2-10-1859

11-3-1862

25-12-1880
27-5-1866
8-6-1873
15-11-1869
11-3-1870

30-12-1879
15-3-1880
20-9-1880

15-5-1880

10-3-1882

15-3-1883
(22-5-1883)

21-5-1883

3-6-1884

H TREATY OF FRIENDSHIP &
EEEEERCE with Ras Ali (and Consul
Plowden): by which both governments under-
took (Art XIII) *to sccurc the avenues q!‘
approach between the sea-coast and Abyssinia
COMMERCIAL TREATY between the King of
Sardinia and Dedj. Negussie, * King in
Ethiopia,” quoting no boundary references and
to last for 10 years

Dedj. Negussie offers Napolcon 11 land ut Zulla
or at Ras Dumeira. Captain Rou&sel_ negotiates
a DRAFT TREATY in which Negussic agrees to
offer ** as a free gift all my country situated at the
foot of Mount Gadam . .. as far as and including
the islands of Ooda and Dissec ™

FRANCO-DANAKIL CONVENTION: by

‘hich France bought Obokh and the territory
;’;om Ras D:um:ira to Ras Ali for 10,000 thalers

FRENCH NOTICE respecting limit of French

References/ Notes
Location of Texts
let: 422 Hertslet , *“The b ies were not
T defined, and the Treaty was terminated by the
war between Britain and Abyssinia in 1868 which -
resulted in the death of King Theodore ™
: 446 the Treaty's main significance lies in the
[l_::i?:;: IGmcﬂ Book readiness of Italy/Sardinia to intrigue against
1890: 10 Theodore (and Britain) to the extent of

concluding a treaty with the rebel  Dedj,
Negussie Agau (whose men were to kill Plowden
in February 1860 and who was himself to be
caught and cruclly killed by Theodore in 1861)

Douin 11 1: 248-249  Pankhurst comments, * Though the French
Pankhurst: 60 Govt for a time contemplated accepting
Negussie's offer, fear of offending the British in
the end prevented the authbrities in Paris from
ratifying the agreement. (Dissee, with Adulis
and Dahlac, was occupied by the Turks on
14-12-1861)

British Vice-Consul Walker reported to London,
* The Chicf of the ull;gﬁ after reo:w‘lir!g thi
mo disa red, and his successor did no

oou?:::nancep?he: claim or right of the French to
purchase this site nor of the Chicf to dispose of
it." And indeed the French made very little use
of this treaty for 20 years, as the NOTICE of
25-12-1880 makes clear.

Hertslet: 628-9
Pankhurst: 63

Hertslet: 629
{amilton: 23

Possessions at Obokh: no so gnty has yet
been exercised
TURKISH FIRMANS granting the Govern-
ment of Egypt and its Dependencies, including
Massawa, to Ismail Pasha and his heirs
NVENTIONS: which Sultan of Assab
Eo{l)d the t:rrﬁmry be:\l:yocn Mount Ganga and Ras
Lumah, and nearby, to Joseph Sapeto

CONVENTIONS: by which Sultan of Rahcita
ceded to the Rubattino Company the islands in
the Bay of Assab between Ras Lumah arl‘l_i Ras
Sintyar * with a trace of land on the coast”, and
Protection

NVENTION and DECLARAT[OI’_&’: by
Ei?ich the Danakil Chiefs ceded the islands
between Ras Lumah and Ras Darmab, and
territory of Bahr Assoli and at Nehtah to
Rubattino Company

CONVENTION  between  Italian  Govt :m::l
Rubattino Company: by which the Company’s
rights in the above Conventions were transferred
to the Italian Government

ITALIAN TREATY with Sultan of Assab: by
which the Sultan ceded ** the territory of Ablison
that part of the territory of Aussa suitable for

Itivation ™" for the establishment of an Italian
Commercial Station

ITALIAN TREATY OF PEACE, AMITY &
COMMERCE with Menelik, King of Shoa (with
Antonelli): for the promotion of trade between
** the States of HM the King of Shoa and the
Colony of Assab ™

ANGLO-EGYPTIAN-ETHOPIAN TREATY:
signed at Adowa by Hewett and Mason with
Yohannes 1V, who agreed “ 1o f:u::lll::':tc llhe
withdrawal of the troops of HH the Khedive
from Kassala, Amedib, and Sanheit through
Ethiopia to Massawa " (art. 111) in exchange for
the free transit through Massawa for all goods,
including arms and ammunition, under BII'.IlISE"l
protection. The treaty was to be ** everlasting

An Egyptian Note to the Italian Consul-General
at Cairb‘? ;‘:Injl.lhf 1881 claimed the coast to the
Straits of Babel Mandeb.

Hertslet: 614-9

Hertslet: 446-7
Coll of Treaties
Relating to Africa,
Rome (1906)

ditto

ditto

ditto
Hertslet: 447-8 Ttaly now moves in!.-md_: but Anton:l]_,iﬂhas the
Italian Green Book treaty ratified by Menelik in Shoa on 22-5-1883
1890: 127

Article XIII kindly arranged that Menelik might
use ltalian Govt channels to forward letters or
communications that he might wish to send to
other Govts in Europe . . .

Hertslet: 448-450
ltalian Green Book
1890: 128

: 422- Yohannes, complying, sent his forces under Ras
:—\}rﬁﬁie:t‘h-is Alula to relieve the beleagured garrisons at
Pankhurst: 75-6, 79-80 Amedib, Algeden, Keren, Ghirra, Gallabat and

Kassala. While Yohannes' forces were thus
engaged, Britain arranged for Italy to replace
Egypt at Massawa (see Proclamation below)
(NB, Sanheit=Keren)
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Date
References/ Not
Location of Texts 2
and binding upon all parties, their heirs and
{(Ratified by Britain on 4-7-1884, and Egyp
itain on 4-7-
SEalinal L , and t on
3-2-1885 ITALIAN PROCLAMATION t :
M.us.;wn: it o the Pc‘_«:alc :).-f Hertslet: 450
accordance with, it claimed, English, Egypti
** an no doubt also Abyssinian 'smsh'cs sk
(Proclaimed in Italy in King's name, 10-2-1885)
94-1884 FRENCH TREATY with Sultan of Gobad (and H
- ] EA ertslet: 630-
2-1-1885 :r::galrhd:?:a:f e:;\ﬁg :t?:eesx:;{l!aﬂ l:?s first pm:ce(.-itcd and 1086 ? IMTSrﬂiﬁ" o:ﬁ:%??rfgnlsﬁaﬁﬁim;:gt:;wu#d
re won in
de son pays au Gouvernement de la chubliqu:?' ]}Jlov:mt_mr pmsumblg I ey of
s the carlier French Treaty, Italy did not press
21-9-1884 FRENCH TREATY and ACT with S
5 L ultan of H : i iti
18-10-1884 ;I;?;L;ﬁal‘;e (and Lagarde): whereby Sultan ERLOe gﬁfﬂﬁm‘hﬁ Iénl“h' o P o
H Gub:r.)edqm:lml gl::ycs his country (Ras Ali Hamed’s father aanmdam:heMOmI;y mll-ll_ Sultan
s it 0 France in order that she Island, Britain made no prglcsl :Stcll?e grict::ﬁ
(The two agreements were approved and oy oF 21188
| sanctioned by French Decree of 22-8-1885)
14-12-1884 FRENCH TREATY with Sultans of Taj bove
A ajourah H 1632
and Gobad (and Lagarde): by which lj:rano: ertslet: 632 :?_cgalsga"lj'mty ol WA Soen
%cqulrcdhlhc coast on the south side of the Gulf of "
Aﬁ?}l;l&iu from Adacli (Gubbed-Khareb) to K hor
26-2-1885 GENERAL ACT OF THE CONFEREN
C CE OF Hertslet: 4 i pean
E&Ré-i”?l‘, ke (e e D STERENCE OF 1: 468-487 ::e Il:se&c ﬁcs whereby the Euro Powers
vilisation in Africa . . . the Suppression of f e fri thelr relations during the ble
the Slave Trade . . . the Occupation of Territory sy
on the African Coast, etc.: by which the .
gnla;uwf.;_‘r{ ?o\.\:rs :Nghm to notify each other of
L ory they might occupy so
possible clashes of claims S s
25-3-1885 o g
Ercngh Trz‘}zol'M::.r::)&ingaS;d t])Jctwcen M. FO 401/16: 12-15 It post-dates Britain’s Treaty with the Gadabursi
Ramhlcycumand Gaﬁdambursi s X z,s'l;az N]:.Il‘ of 11-12-1884, and Britain questioned ‘:?e’
e Pl o ila who validity of some of the signatories. The text was
{vwmmynmlcd to HMG on 2-2-1887: yet M.
» addu_!glogf {t?mrglued on 13-4-1887 British
1885  FRENCH TREATY with Chicfs of the Issa (and ) ‘
r H :
:.cauiardc]x byhv.-}lgnch * Les chefs Issas dcmne( nt Gl
pays a rance pour qu'elle
contre tout etranger ** B K pateas
1884-86 BRITISH TREATIES with Northern Somali Pankhurst: 78

24/31-5-1887

20-7-1887

2/9-2-1888

17-8-1888

Tribes: !
1-5-1884 with the Mijjertain Somali Govi: 99-100
14-7-1884 ,,  Habr-Awal
11-12-1884 ,, | Gadabursi
26-12-1884 ,, ,  Habr-Toljaala
31-12-1884 Eesa-Somal
13-1-1885 ,, ,, Habr-Gerhajis
27-1-1885 ,, . Warsangali
"_,'1386 w « Habr-Toljaala
1-2-1886 ,, ,, Habr-Gerhajis
15-3-1886 . Habr-Awal

ANGLO-ITALIAN EXCHANGE O =S i
by which Britain recognised Italian wfugmi Hertslet: 9467
the coast from Massawa to Ras Kasar
BRITISH NOTIFICATION issued to the powers He 2
under the General Act of the BcriEuOCorell'm HertshGElE
.'?irblilﬁ";:']%“'dlhatz the Somali Coast from Ras

uti to Bunder Ziadeh had been
British Protection placed poxler

ANGLO-FRENCH EXCHANGE OF LET- Gingold Duprey: 397-8

RS concerning their Spheres of Influence
the Somali Coast, bet M. Waddis ad
Lord Saiitbag. ween ‘addington and
BRITISH DECLARATION recognisi i
] gnising Italian Hertslet:
occupation of Massawa and adjacent territories, e
:ll?:re abolishing British Consular jurisdiction

In these treaties the Somali tribes conce;
were placed under British Protection. They Lr;crccl
the basis not only for the trans-frontier grazing
clauses annexed to the Anglo-Ethiopian Treaty
of 14-5-1897, but also for the many claims that
the Gadabursi and other tribes were under
Em:;l; Pr-::»clicnllglin:;n1 even when resident in
= via, and for the post-1941 clai i
rights in the Haud 2 S ing

Aoty -

Date

References/
Location of Texts

Notes

2/20-3-1889

7-4-1889

2.5-1889

3-8-1889

1-10-1889

12-10-1889

19-11-1889

6-12-188%

9-1-185%0

2-7-18%0

26-9-1890
9-9-18%0

24-3-1891

15-4-1891

ITALIAN NOTIFICATIONS that the Sultanate Hertslet: 11234

of Oppia and the Mijjertain and Warsheik coast-

line 15 under Italian Protection

ITALIAN TREATY with the Sultans of Hertslet: 1119-1120
Mijjertain and Oppia: by which they placed all

their possessions under Italian Protection

ITALO-ETHIOPIAN TREATY OF WICHALE Hertslet: 454-5
between Menilik and Antonelli: by which Italy

recognised Menelik as Emperor in exchange for

his recognition of their occupation of Massawa

and Hamasein but by which ltaly subsequently

claimed, on the basis of the Italian translation, to

he Ethiopia's Protecting Power

(Ratified by Italy on 29-9-1889)

ITALIAN AGREEMENT with the British East Hertslet: 1088-9
Africa Company signed in London delimiting FO 403/130: 1-11
their Spheres of Influence: by which the

Company's sphere extended to 8° North

(Consented to by Sultan of Zanzibar: 5-3-1890)

ADDITIONAL CONVENTION TO TREATY Hertslet: 456-7
OF WICHALE: by which a rectification of the Libro Verde, 1890,
boundary on the basis of actual occupation (i.e. 2nd series: 19
in Italy's favour) was accepted: Ethiopia is to

receive a loan of 4,000,000 lira signed between

Crispi and Ras Makonnen in Naples

(Ratified by Menelik on 25-2-18%0)

ITALIAN NOTIFICATION that under Article Hertslet: 457
XVII of the Italo-Ethiopian Treaty of 2-5-1889

Ethiopian Foreign Affairs would henceforth be

conducted by Italy

ITALIAN NOTIFICATION: by which the Hertslet: 1125

Benadir Coast from Kismayu to the Sultanate of
Oppia was placed under ltalian Protection

ITALIAN NOTIFICATION: by which the Hertslet: 458
Sultanate of Aussa and its Danakil Dependencies

were placed under Italian Protection

BRITISH TREATY with the Gadabursi: by FO 403/438: 27
which Ughaz Nur Robley definitely accepted

British Protection

GENERAL ACT OF THE BRUSSELS CON- Hertslet: 488-518
FERENCE relative to the African Slave Trade,

ete.: by which Signatory Powers agreed to

prohibit the importation of all arms and

ammunition to the interior of Africa between

20°N and 22°S excepting for their own use, etc.

Ethiopia accedes to THE BRUSSELS ACT

SALT CONCESSION: by which M. Chefnaux FO 403/346: 29
was authorised to take salt from Lake Assal
ANGLO-ITALTAN PROTOCOL  delimiting Hertslet: 948
their respective Spheres of Influence from the

Juba River to the Blue Nile

ANGLO-ITALIAN PROTOTOL delimiting Hertslet: 949
their respective Spheres of Influence from the
Blue Nile northwards to Ras Kasar
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But by his Declarations of 16-11-18%4 and
7-4-1895 Sultan Osman Mahmud of the
Mijjertain declared his adhesion to the Brussels
Act of 1890, and refused to recognise his
dependence on the lDtalian Govt. By a
Convention of 10-4-1901 Italy invested custody
of the Mijjertain coast upon the Sultan of Oppia.
On 18-8-1901 Sultan Osman capitulated,
however, and placed himsell and his territory
under the Italians,

Britain, France and Germany accepted the
ltalian claim: Russia did not. Accepting the
claim, British signed Protocols with Italy in 1891
and 1894 separating into Spheres of Influence the
whole of the Horn. Ttaly and Britain denied
Menclik the right to renounce or even
renegotiate the oficnding Article (XVII)

This Agreement was superseded by the Anglo-
Italian Protocol of 24-3-1891. Its main interest
lics in the fact that the 8° line was the Italian
proposal arrived at after long negotiations (in
which the inclusion of Kaffa was discussed)
conducted after the signing of the Treaty of
Wichale

The loan was effected by a Convention between
the Nalian and Ethiopian Govts and the
National Bank of ltaly dated 26-10-1889.- This
loan was later to be an additional cause of
friction between Ethiopia and Italy.

The Ambharic version of the Treaty did not, of
course, accord ltaly such rights

The Notification states that the southern
extremity of the Sultanate of Oppia lies at 20°30"
North: it meant 2°30". The extremely inefficient
way in which this Notification and those of
2/20-3-1889 were presented is remarkable

Despite the British Treaty of 11-12-1884, Ughaz
Nur HRobley signed the so-called French
“ Treaty of March 25, 1885 to put himself
under French Protection. Possible claims under
this treaty were, however, abandoned by the
French Government in 1887

Despite the bilateral treaties by which Italy,
France and Britain each guaranteed the frec
transit of arms for the Ethiopian Govt, and
despite the fact that Ethiopia acceded to the
Brussels Act on 26-9-1890, this Act was often
used as the basis for denying arms to Ethiopia

The Concession makes it quite clear that the
sovercignty of Lake Assal lies and remains with
Ethiopia

replacing the Agreement with the British East
Africa Company of 3-8-1889 which, upon
appreciating the importance of their own
interpretation of Art XVII of the Treaty of
Wichale, the Italian Govt wished to renounce



Date References/ Notes
Location of Texts
15-4-1891 SECRET ANGLO-ITALIAN PROTOCOL FO -
signed by M. di Rudini and Lord Dufferin at the nsie
same time as the above Protocol, providing for
the eventual re-occupation by Egypt of any
territory from which Italy might withdraw
between the actual frontiers of Ethiopia and the
line indicated in Article I of the main Protecol
10-4-1891 MENELIK'S CIRCULAR LETTER TO THE i
K X =T = Somali Govt: 86-7 An importa iopia’ i
E&?ﬁ;ﬁ'}f' ;;s;:;:_:_l:s the dtrnéi'llt‘l_on:_ll‘cxlenl of FO 403/155: 2 issued 2? l|1=ll Is[mc:g::{::}:rfngd}:&:;:g 5 il—“'m"ers
EHiopi ity, an iopia's present *protect " Ethiopia by conduc:inyssEct;EgEial"_:
foreign policy — which ltaly interpreted as
negotiating Ethiopia’s frontiers for her - and in
HI‘TL‘JCIIIEPOTEI:O the Anglo-ltalian Protocol of
24-3- which purported to do just th
12-2-189, M ¥ ‘ i J g
3 Tlfgf'll:;xo% ﬁgggﬁécgilgi ho'kf THE Gingold Duprey: 404 Italy replied that as the Treaty of Wichale did not
the King of Italy that as he had i ook (eonld ot e
satisfactory response to his protest at the mis- uallisalip i
'I_,ranslanon of Article XVII of the Treaty of
2-5-1889 and in view of continued border
infringements, he renounced absolutely that
Treaty and all its annexes
9-3-1894 CONCESSION to M. 1lg: by whi i rried
NC] ! . 1lg: by which the Imperial Hertslet: 461- i 1 i
E.‘:hl?p:lan Railway Company was authorised to ¢ £ gt:f:fé‘:ﬁ'g?ﬁ ted gp'ml:p?ly Al st
H:!sa;'uct and operate a Railway from Jibuti to to Harar (see l.a\fc{)ﬁ‘ice:slyﬁntilme rmfnjl 511500
at FO 403/299: 38-9) s
5-5-1894 aﬁ?LO—IT&LIA‘_‘NL AGRJ;E‘M"ENT defining Hertslet: 951
Somali Coast ° e on the
-6-1 -
%?7-[82?5 EQZOIEEYHIAN AGEFEIEhI\:ENT_fBr regu- Hertslet: 1108-9 see also Agreements and modifications to the
e \he Depadence. o ‘hef:rn:_;;;:-gf:g Eritrea-Sudan line made on 7-12-1898, 1-6-1899
Frontiers, between the Baraka and the Red Sea: WAL TIN s 1ol oy
signed at Cairo on June 25, and Asmara on July
7, 1895
26-10-1896 REA
6-10-189 ;;l;;o—grﬂﬁ[g){}’:iﬁﬁb:ba I;I:'IY OF gEACE. Hertslet: 458-9 in the Peace Negotiations Italy had expressed
Moelik and Mujor o t __w%cn mperor FO 403/255: 13-16 herself willing to renounce the ?mlectoral.l: clai
ooalowad, betwocncmll.alyma'udyE?}mf:ialhiz %?%Dld Duprey: 1]:):.!1 had inili:{ély sought a guarantee that nno?k::‘r
by 4 B ; - ower would assu h
Add{liolnr:l Tr&g‘:rfﬁ\:;chﬂlg {ZI-S!d-Sli‘g}md its Menelik declined :Il-nbzolfllil:]y Tﬂ P(??;:Lf;:mlgfs
it g o B M were sovereignty - and Menelik had at that time 2,000
ol Ao bicwhich, il b 1::;:5«:-;:: Italian POW's in his care and the Italian gar'r'ison
‘r?n"i;:?lx Il?l)f agreed that any territory that she ﬁt b 1;3”!?““(1“1' IUT e wbxq“‘cql
me :’DEH[?HI)’ abandon would automatically sovereignty .\\' 5 T
B e A saw gnty was not referred to or in any way
(Ratified by Italy on 1-1-1897) e
26-10-1896 CONVENTION for the liberati i
et i e i ion of Prisoners, FO 403/255: 13-16
20-3-1897 «CO-E
E{R[QII\E((J‘I; E%ililgP%AgO;‘r%fé&gYO?E‘;%k Hertslet: 421 The basis of the present frontier. Of interest is
SRENCE CbiErArCNTIER OF E Gingold Duprey: Menelik's letter to the French Presid Lf
N B sty m;;lﬂl uln ﬁ&dd:s 408-9 (& 406-8) 26-1-1897 suggesting the need for a lreaf)?tan‘:l
. Lagarde proposing a dmft (which does not seem to have
‘f;%m _mi_bas:n-]dfoé the treaty actually signed)
in Gingo uprey: 406-8
14-5-1897 ANGLO-ETHIOPIAN TREATY D £ i
a2 1800) MINING THE FRONTIERS OB TﬂgTBEI{'}v Hertslet: 423-431 The basis of the present frontier (which was

TISH PROTECTORATE ON THE SOMALI
COAST, signed in Addis Ababa by Menelik and
Rennell Rodd: together with the EXCHANGE
OF LETTERS annexed whereby good treatment
and trans-frontier grazing for the tribes * who
have I‘pm's.e.r]y accepted and enjoyed British
protection ™ was guaranteed, the French
translation which would be decisive in event of
any legal doubt, and the EXCHANGE OF
LETTERS WITH RAS MAKONNEN of
‘[1&5:!-(]%91 dcscrl_bn:lg the frontier in greater detail
& 2_:!;9?? Britain on 30-8-1897 and Ethiopia on

demarcated by a Joint Anglo-Ethiopi; -
dary Commission in 1931’_-35') g0 Flen
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24-6-1897

3-9-1897

3-9-1897
25-12-1897

7-12-1898

7-12-1898

19-1-1899

1-6-1899

24-1-1900

10-7-1900

28-2-1901

16-4-1501

10-7-1901

22-11-1%01

ITALO-ETHIOPIAN COMMERCIAL
AGREEMENT, signed in Addis Ababa by
Menelik and Nerazzini

ITALIAN TELEGRAM supposedly sent to
inform Menelik of halian acceptance of his
proposed line . . . as marked on the map
Nerazzini took to Rome and which has never

been seen again

ITALIAM TELEGRAM supposedly . ..

ITALIAN ACT: by which Kassala was ceded to Hertslet: 1109

Egypt FO 403/313: 294
et seq.

ITALO-EGYPTIAN AGREEMENT determin- Hertslet: 1110-1
ing the Eritrea-Sudan Frontier, signed  at

Asmara by Parsons Pasha and Governor

Martini

(Ratified by Anglo-Italian Exchange of Notes in

Cairo, 6/7-3-1899)

ITALO-EGYPTIAN AGREEMENT regulating Hertslet: 1111-2
grazing taxes to be paid by tribesmen crossing the

frontier agreed upon above

{also ratified by the Exchange of Notes of

6/7-3-1899)

ANGLO-EGYPTIAN AGREEMENT relative Hertslet: 620-2
to the future Administration of the Sudan: by

which the Sudan was governed jointly by Britain

and Egypt

ITALO-SUDAN AGREEMENT relative to the Hertslet: 11134
Eritrea-Sudan Frontier, amending the section

from the Ambacta-Baraka junction to Sabderat
FRANCO-ITALIAN PROTOCOL relative to Hertslet: 663
the Frontiers of their Red Sea Possessions fli?%uld Duprey:
ITALO-ETHIOPIAN TREATY delimiting the Hertslet: 460
Eritrea-Ethiopia Frontier -(S:IITESOM Duprey:

ITALO-SUDAN GRAZING CONVENTION, FO 403/313: 1523
signed at Sabderat: by which tribesmen seeking

to cross the Eritrea-Sudan frontier must obtain

permission and they then become liable for the

tax of the territory they have entered

ITALO-SUDAN AGREEMENT delimiting the Hertslet: 1115-6
Frontier from Sabderat to Todluc, together with

a Description of the Boundary Marks for this

section

ERANCO-TTALIAN PROTOCOL delimiting Hertslet: 664

the Frontier between Eritrea and  French Gingold Duprey: 412
Somaliland : confirming the Protocol of 24-1-1900

ANGLO-ITALIAN DECLARATION respect- Hertslet: 952

ing the Sudan-Eritrea Frontier: whereby both FO 403/313: 286-250
partics agreed to modify their frontiers with

Ethiopia so as to achieve a rationalisation of the

line from Sabderat to Gallabat

63
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The Agreement makes no direct reference to
boundaries but during its negotiation the Italian
Somaliland boundary appears to have been
discussed. Nerazzini took with him to Rome a
map with Menelik's proposed line marked upon
it. On 3-9-1897 the ltalian Govt is said to have
sent a telegram to inform Menelik that it
“accepted his proposal.” The proposal thus
accepted has never been described officially and
the map upon which it was based apparently
“lost™ in Rome.  Nevertheless this line,
confirmed in the Treaty of 16-5-1908, Sforms the
basis of the present frontier

At the same time Additional Conventions werc
signed to provide for Postal and Telegraph
Services from Kassala to Massawa

amending the Agreement of June 25 and July 7,
1895

This Agreement was abrogated by a Convention
signed at Sabderat on 28-2-1901 which provided
that each Govt reserved to itself the right to
permit temporary immigration for grazing and to
determine the conditions for such permission

with which the Schedule describing the Frontier
prepared by Captain Walter, dated 12-7-1899 is
associated

see also the Franco-Ttalian Protocol of 15-7-1901
below

in fulfilment of Art 1V of the Peace Treaty of
26-10-1896, the line delimited was modified at the
Sudan end by Anglo-Ttalo-Ethiopian Agreement
of 15-5-1902, and extended to the south-cast
through Dankalia by the Italo-Ethiopian
Convention of 16-5-1908

The Declaration, signed in Rome after discus-
sions between Rodd, Gleichen and Harrington
(from Britain) and Martini, Agnesa and
Ciccodicola (Italy), was to be kept secret ** until
the consent of the Emperor Menelik has been
obtained,” This was achicved in the Anglo-
ltalo-Ethiopian Agreement of 15-5-1902 which
embodied the Declaration's proposals



Date References/ Notes
Location of Texts
26-11-1901 SQDAN-ERITREA CUSTOMS, POSTAL and FO 403/313: 296- i i i Kassal
{I‘:LEGRAPI_—!IC CONVENTIONS, signed in 301-3 el E"'z“s“ffé‘.ﬁs‘;‘; o Pt e
ome by Gleichen and Martini d B gac it
18-3-1902 ANGLO-ETHIOPIAN EXCHANGE OF LET- FO 40 1162
TERS, between Harrington and lig: by which A
Ethiopia agreed not to interfere with the waters
of the Nile without the approval of the British
and Sudan Governments
15-5-1902 ANGLO-ETHIOPIAN TREATY - 1 i
CIMIT THE SUDAN-ETHIOPIANT?:RSIE- Hertslet: 431-3 The basis of the present Frontier
TIER, signed by Menelik and Harrington in
ig%sL%b?'FaA: ngelhcr with an
=1T/ O-ETHIOPIAN ANNEX to the i i
:{zl;:f.gg?plﬂln Treaty ‘.’f 10-7-1900 and to the ;picmlllliailgnko(é‘:lvi:rsgmqﬁnug: e::r:i ?hu{ﬂttlg
their t'arioa[:pf‘r?nll&ﬁ}tmogcﬁﬁtﬁG?ltlgggl Qcmgan‘tnmls&:? Iine(lla:eon:&d!}ﬁcd %Ih'ghlly by €he
29-1-1903 ANGLO-ITALIAN EXCHANGE OF NOTES Hertslet: 93 i at e
3 : 953,
9-2-1903 g:l:-lgwc to the Protocol of 24-3-1891 and current ' * %;Iagﬁm'gﬁ!}-ﬁmmgmh“dl it S
ritish negotiations to settle the Frontier between in Hertslet AP0 gce eloRprovmed
Ethiopia and Kenya: by which Britain undertook ¢
not to agree to a line differing from the 24-3-1891
line without obtaining Italian concurrence
18-2-1903 ITALO-SUDAN DESCRIPTION of the line Hertslet:
gﬂ‘l D salwind the Ri:«:r slet: 1117-8 see also Hertslet Map No 37
1
19-12-1903  ANGLO-ITALIAN DECLARATION: by FO 40,
N : 334:2 i
which both Govts confirmed their interest i{‘ MR ﬁ;:ijfi Ir:lml;oT{ca'r:igﬂoa “Ecl‘c s B itz
maintaining the integrity of Ethiopia on the (ltaly) wlon-(Britaln) xhd s
basis of the starus quo according to the existing
Agreem but also recognised each other’s
E:ﬁl]‘lf:;)ml an‘di‘e‘connmic interests in the event of
jopia's disintegration, together with a
?li%%?;r QN\S]{EE-%T_Q;IAE lc?:IEC LA- FO 403/334: 236-8, replacing the Exchange of Notes of January 29
B e o -t b valiys o T I Ml b st ek
}::;;m:gfglgor\:gt ]::Eallam a British Post on the routes aI'lmmc ém:h:;dﬁt: 15: lﬂ?}va;h;ti\frl
should be in Ethiopian territol
27-12-1903 U.S.-ETHIOPIA TREATY: to promote com- Gin, 5 il
I d ¥ prc - gold Duprey: 415 at Menelik's !
mls:‘ﬂg;mns between FEthiopia and the FO 403/346: 34-8 Skinner lhlc draﬁq:::tm?-;‘:dijk&?gﬁlfh 1;1!:1
i Italian Agents
FO 403/346: 8 The Text of the PROPOSED AGREEMENT by
which Britain offered £10,000 p.a. to Menelik if
he would agree not to construct or permit any
bamﬁr to the flow of the Nile or Sobat Rivers
and * so long as the present friendly relations
Eg:lit‘me‘:ic‘lh h}fenehk dlemurrcd. but whether he
19-1-1904 ITALO-SUDAN * PROCES-VERBAL "™ ti- : - '= 5. “'a? 8
?igg tII':c l‘m}t_{er hetween Gabei Keli r?n:i Hertlet: 1118 s S b i
eflenait, modifying the Italo-Egypti -
ment of 7-12-1898, - Ll
13-1-1905 ﬁsfé.o%glﬁ\talﬁﬁm ;(Er}:elisn’\g:'glh:rh;;tg Hertslet: 954-8 In an Exchange of Letters of the same date the
%vcr :h'g towns, ports and territory of the Benadir ::glllnﬁ.lrrlcf :::::ﬁtsll‘r:;dl;; autuwd" y fc“!u'de
a:;s;r)' forhll'.l#.oo_qfrom the Sultan of Zanzibar and Zanzibari subjects to %ecga?xn::d:d g
mad by nﬁdm Bg;n:gu%uglosc;s_e ::n%e l'role::‘ig favoured-nation treatment in the Sultan's I';nrﬁclr
it privznmilc or s GIJ]\' A o b t::i:tx:- territories lest the Italian Govt * find itself bound
8 e pery gnﬁhipping \.\:'l:icl-f?re“gr mr:sypgét 1o extend more favourable treatment to them
T e L Wbl e <, than to their own subjects of the same category "
nation ™
13-1-1905  ANGLO-ITALIAN AGREEMENT whercby Hertslet:
! et: 958-9
Italy leased a small amount of land at Kismagwu 64]
for a pier and bonded warehouse
5-3-1905 AGREEMENT OF PEACE AND FRO- Hertslet: 1120-2

TECTION signed at Illig between the Italian
Govt and Mullah Mohammed Abdullah:
whereby the Mullah and his followers were 1o
reside under Italian Protection at a fixed
r 1o be sited bet Ras Garad and Ras
Gabbe, with grazing rights extending into the
British Protectorate

64

A Provisional Agreement signed at Berbera on
24-3-1905 between the British Authorities and
Mullah Mohammed Abdullah indicated British
concurrence with the Illig Accord, agrecment
cozﬁr?ed in letters of 28-3, 124, and 26-5-1905
and the Anglo-ltalian Exch {

19-3-1907 (sce bc!o\:'l BRI

Daie
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7-3-1905
21-3-1905
21-7-1906

6-9-1906
13-12-1906

19-3-1507

6-12-1507

18/19-12-1907

10-1-1908

5-4-1908

16-5-1908

COMMERCIAL TREATY WITH GERMANY ﬁiagrold Duprey:

COMMERCIAL TREATY WITH AUSTRIA- Gingold Duprey: 418
HUNGARY
ITALO-ETHIOPIAN TREATY OF COM- FO 401/9: 1224
MERCE & FRIENDSHIP signed in Addis by Gingold Duprey: 419
Menelik with Ciccodicola: by which Italy

obtained the right to place Commercial

Residents at Makalle and sewhere, and most-

favoured-nation treatment, for threc years

(Ratified by Italy on 8-10-1906)

COMMERCIAL TREATY WITH BELGIUM Gingold Duprey: 420
TRIPARTITE AGREEMENT: by which Italy, Hertslet:

France and Britain mutually established their Gingold Duprey:
interests and claims in the event of Ethiopia's 421-4
disintegration, and agree to co-ordinate their

policies in and towards Ethiopia.

ANGLO-ITALIAN EXCHANGE OF MEMO- Hertslet: 961-3
RANDA respecting the Italian Agreement (the

“llig Accord ™) of 1905 with Mullah Moham-

med Abdullah: by which the Italian ** Illig

Accord " with the Mullah is confirmed and

amplified, in particular the line of pasturage up

to which the Mullah's followers may graze s

+ extended into the Italian territory so as to reach

the pools of Kurmis "

ANGLO-ETHIOPIAN AGREEMENT relative Hertslet: 445-6
to the Frontiers between British East Africa,

Uganda and Ethiopia: by which the Treaty Line

(more of less the ** Maud * Line) was established

from the junction of the Dawa and Ganale

Rivers to the 35°E/6'N therminal point of the

15-5-1902 Treaty. Both Govts were to send

Commissioners ** who shall, in concert, delimit

the exact line of the frontier.” They were to

settle that part of the frontier which * follows the

wribal limits between the Gurre and the Borana

~ . in concert with the heads of those tribes and

in accordance with their customs " =
ITALO-SUDAN * PROCES-VERBAUX " of Hertslet: 12134
the issioners for the D ion of the

Sudan-Eritrea Frontier from Ras Kasar to Jebel

Injaha: concerning the size and number of

beacons placed on the frontier in order to make

its location clear to the local inhabitants as they

graze in its vicinity

FRANCO-ETHIOPIAN TREATY OF FO 401/11: 140-3

FRIENDSHIP & COMMERCE, signed in Gingold Duprey: 426

Addis by Menelik and Klobukowski: by which
France secured most-favoured-nation treatment
and some protection for her trade through Jibuti
(the duty on wine being reduced from 10 per cent
to § per cent), and by which she acquired
Consular Jurisdiction over French nationals in
Ethiopia

ITALIAN DECREE respecting the Organisation Hertslet: 1214
of Italian Posscssions in Somaliland: by which
the various districts subject to the sovereignty of
Italy were joined * under a sole Administration
with the name of Italian Somaliland ™

ITALO-ETHIOPIAN CONVENTION DE- FO 401/11: 135-7
LIMITING THE FRONTIER BETWEEN Hertslet: 1223-5
ITALIAN SOMALILAND AND ETHIOPIA; Gingold Duprey:
by which a new line from Dolo to the Webi 428431

Shebelli was agreed, the frontier thence to the

British Protectorate ** following the line accepted

by the Italian Government in 1897

(Ratified by Italy on 17-7-1908)

65
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according most-favoured-pation treatment
according most-favoured-nation treatment

Although signed by the Italian Agent in Addis,
the Treaty was ncgotiated and concluded during
the visit there of Governor Martini of Eritrea

according most-favoured-nation treatment
Menelik notes the Agreement, but he does not

accept that it limits his sovereignty in any way

Later the Italians are to claim that the line of
pasturage established for the Mullah’s followers
represents a DEw delimitation of British and
Itakian spheres and, more strongly, that the odd
wording quoted implies British recognition that
the * Pools of Kurmis " are in Italian territory:
they are clearly in Ethiopian, (see Caroselli Ferro
e Fuoco in Somalia, Rome, 1931, for good
explanatory map)

See Hertslet Maps 3and 4. This was the basis of
the boundary until the 1970 Ethio-Kenya
Agreement. The Agreement did not provide for
ratification and was not, therefore, ratified.
(The British Charge d'Affaires who si
Agreement for Britain protested strongly at what
he considered to be its * unusual form ).
Although both Govwts sent Commissioners they
did not delimit in concert, and Ethiopia never
accepted Gwynn's delimitation

The most significant feature of the * Klobu-
kowski Trea: was the provision of Consular
Jurisdiction ch Klobukowski argued for and
obtained despite the advice and wishes of Britain
and ltaly. His refusal to co-operate with the
British and ltalian Ministers weakened the
Tripartite Agreement

By this Convention Italy acquired the important
trading centre of Lugh on the Juba River and
some fertile agricultural land between the two
rivers whereon Italy planned to grow food for the
expanding urban population of Mogadishu. On
the same day Italy and Ethiopia signed another
Convention by which the Eritrea-Ethiopia
fronticr from the line agreed on 10-7-1900 to the
French border was agreed as running parallel to
the coast and 60 kms from it By an
«Additional Act ™ also concluded that day. Ttaly
paid 3,000,000 lira ** indemnity " to Ethiopia
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22/25-6-1908

21-4-1914

27-6-1914

26-4-1915

18-2-1922
12-8-1923

15-7-1924

14-12-1925
20-12-1925

30-9-1926

3-3-1928

2-8-1928

27-8-1928

4-3-1930

ITALO-ETHIOPIAN EXCHANGE OF Gingold Duprey: 432
N

OTES regulating commerce across the frontier
with Italian Somaliland : by which Italian traders
were d of most-f: d-nati
and by which customs and other faci
be arranged as on the other frontiers

BRITISH ORDER DELIMITING UGANDA,
amending the Uganda Order in Council of 1902

es would

COMMERCIAL TREATY WITH
UNITED STATES

TREATY BETWEEN ITALY AND THE
ALLIES: by which laly was to receive
territorial concessions in Africa if Britain and
France augment their colonial Empires at the
expense of Germany after the war

COMMERCIAL TREATY WITH GREECE

LEAGUE OF NATIONS

FO 371/22019: 102

THE Gingold Duprey:
4334

Gingold Duprey: 443
ETHIOPIA'S APPLICATION TO JOIN THE A.S5. 1923 V1 of

L

¢ Documents
171 5410

Lt

ANGLO-ITALIAN TREATY concerning their HMSO/Cmd 2194 of
1928

boundaries in East Africa

ANGLO-ITALIAN EXCHANGE OF NOTES: Gingold Duprey:

by which Britain obtained Italian support for the 444-9 (450461 for the
British project to erect a barrage on Lake Tana in subsequent

exchange for British support for Italy’s projected correspondence)

railway from [talian Somaliland to Eritrea and
for Britain's recognition of ** an exclusive Italian
economic influence ** in Western Ethiopia

COMMERCIAL TREATY WITH HOLLAND Gingold Duprey:
461-2

ANGLO-ETHIOPIAN GAMBELA (CUS- FO 371/13101: 41-4

TOMS AGREEMENT, regulating the rates of
duty, etc., 1o be levied

ITALO-ETHIOPIAN TREATY OF FRIEND- Gingold Duprey:
SHIP, CONCILIATION AND ARBITRA- 462-3

TION, reasserting peace and friendship and
providing for disputes to be settled through
mutual conciliation and arbitration: together
with a CONVENTION of the same date whereby
each country was to build its part of a Dessie-
Assab roadway, and Ethiopia was to have a
* free zone " with import and export facilities at
or near Assab

(Ratifications exchanged on 3-8-1929)

BRIAND-KELLOGG PACT: by which Signa- Gingold Duprey: 464

tories renounced war as a means of settling
disputes or conflicts b nations

Anglo-Ethiopian  EXCHANGE OF NOTES FO 371,14591: 81-ff,
185-T

concerning Lake Tana

06

defining Uganda's frontiers: by which Uganda
cciujdmme territory to the west of Lake Rudolf
to Sudan

similar to the U.S. Treaty of 27-12-1903

The relevant Article 13 specifies that the
territory ltaly could expect to receive would be by
way of the adjustment in her favour of the
frontiers of her colonics of Eritrea, Somaliland
and Lybia. By an Anglo-lalian Treaty of
15-7-1924, Ttaly received Jubaland from Britain.

according most-favoured-nation treatment

The application stresses that
1500 after Solomon Ethicpia has been con-
tending with the heathen - by whom she is
surrounded - for the true faith and the laws of
God, and to maintain the independence of the
country . .." and it asserts that Ethiopia wishes
to bring her laws into agreement with those of the
Members of the League.

Ethiopia was admitted on 3-10-1923 after signing
declarations to suppress slavery and limit the
arms traffic

Italy acquir;:d Jubaland: see 26-4-1915 above

*since the year

The British and Italian Ministers informed the
Ethiopian Govt of this Exchange of Notes on
9.6-1926, preparatory to registering them with
the League of Nations. Tafari Makonnen
i liatel; ded p ing both to
Britain and ltaly and to the League that the
negotiations that the Notes represented implied
an attempt by two Members of the League to
combine in order to apply coersive pressures on a
third Member, Italy and Britain, on 7/13-8-1926
assure the League that these were ideas ** which
they have never entertained ™ . . . and nothing
came of the Lake Tana project, the railway or
Ttaly's exclusive cconomic sphere . ..

according most-favoured-nation treatment

a problem subscquently arose when the right of
Minister Bentinck to sign on behalf of the Anglo-
Egyptian Sudan was queried. But the Agree-
ment was adhered to

British report from Addis gives the date of
signature as being 4-8-1928

Italy was one of the original 15 signatories:
Ethiopia adhered soon after

Since they placed no obligation on cither party
vis-a-vis the other, they were not deemed to
constitute an ** International Instrument,” and
50 not registered with the League of Nations
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21-8-1930

4-12-1930
29-12-1930

23-3-1931

1-6-1931

16-7-1931
24-5-1933

18-4-1934

23.7-1934

7-1-1935

ARMS CONTROL TREATY
ETHIOPIA, BRITAIN, FRANCE AND
ITALY: by which complex regula 3
established in order to limit the importation of
arms to those certified as being for the use of the
Ethiopian Government, and by which the
European signatorics were bound to permit such
arms to be imported, signed in Paris

(Ratifications exchanged in Addis on 19-2-1932)

BETWEEN Gingold Duprey:
465477
tions were FO 371/16097: 42-

ETHIO-EGYPTIAN COMMERCIAL Gingold Duprey:

TREATY, in the form of an Exchange of Notes: 478- :
by which Egyptian trade would be accorded, ena FO 371/15389: 165-8

mutual basis, the same privileges and oppor-
tunities as that with Sudan and other limitrophe
States with most-favoured-nation treatment

COMMERCIAL TREATY WITH G REECE

480-1

ANGLO-ITALIAN AGREEMENT recording
the Joint Boundary Commission's Findings
delimiting the British  Protectorate-ltalian
Somaliland Frontier, signed by Cerulli and
Stafford

THE ETHIOPIAN CONSTITUTION)

Gingold Duprey:

COMMERCIAL TREATY WITH SWITZER- Gingold Duprey:
LAND 483-4

AGREEMENT TO FIX THE ANGLO- FO 371/20211; 23-35

FRANCO-ETHIOPIAN TRIJUNCTION
POINT

AGREEMENT BETWEEN BRITISH Alil"l)' FO 31

ETHIOPIAN TRIBESMEN SIGNED

LAKE RUDOI F in the presence of and attested
to by Ras Getachew and R. C. Walley: by which
the Turkana (British) and Meriile/Gellaba and
Donyiro/Bume or Nyangatom (Ethiopian) tribes
made peace and established 2™ Lokiko " to settle
such differences as might in the future arise. A
Board of Ethiopian and British officials, with the
British Consul, Maji, as Mcdiator, would settle
such issues as the ™ Lokiko ™ might fail to decide

[24638: 408

FRANCO-ITALIAN TREATY TO REGU- Gingold Duprey:
LATE THEIR INTERESTS IN AFRICA: 484-8

whereby France ceded to ltaly the Isle of
Dumeira and a strip of land approx. 10 miles
wide along the frontier with Eritrea, and
renounced in Italy’s favour all French interests
and claims in Ethiopia with the exception of a
wide ™ Railway Zone" to Addis Ababa. In
addition France made over to ltaly a substantial
share in the railway itself. 1t was signed in Rome
between Laval and Mussolini, as part ol‘_ a
general Franco-Ttalian  settlement by which
France agreed to give ltaly a ™ free hand " in
Ethiopia in exchange for ltaly's support for
France should Germany attack her

www.ethiopianorthodox.org
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resulting from the Four-Power Arms Confercnce
in Paris from November 12 to December 14, 1929

confirming and  extending the Treaty of
18-2-1522)

principally significant for its decision on the
Triiunction Point. On the basis of the ™ Grey-
Boodari * Agreement of 19-3-1907 laly sought
to extend demarcation to the west of 47 E/8° N:
this the British section refused to do, Stafford
having been ordered 1o demarcate to 487/8° and
authorised to demarcate a line from there to
47°/8° to determinc British territory but without
c i tasto ignty south of it. Also
of interest in that it revealed Italian approach to
frontier affairs - ageressive and unscrupulous
negotiati 1o followed, soon after the
frontier was demarcated, by the closing of the
border and denial of all trans-frontier grazing
facilities to ** British ™ tribcsmen

concluded after intense bargaining with France
for over a year, the point finally determined
being some 350 metres east of the Anglo-French
line of 1888, The final decision involved
delimiting a new line for the Franco-Ethiopian
Frontier from the Trijunction Point to Rahale-
Higle by which Ethiopia lost approx. 1 sq, kms.
which France undertakes to replace when the
eventual Franco-Ethiopian demarcation takes
place

The Ttalian Govt were, in 1940, to claim
Agreement justified their occupyi i
the west of the Kibish River laid
Gellaba

By an additional and secret Protocol the
territory ceded to ltaly was to be and remain
demilitarised. Nevertheless  these  were
astonishing concessions . . . The Rome Accords
were apparently ratified by the French Chamber
of Deputies on March 21, 1935, and by the
French Senate on March 26, 1935 (Baer: 117)
and then promulgated by the King of Ttaly on
July 16, 1935, Shirer in The Collapse of the
Third Republic, p 248 says Mussolini denounced
the Rome Accords on 28-12-1935, but the Laval-
Mussolini correspondence of December 1935-
February 1936 in Laurens, pp 404-412 does not
appear to bear this out



Date References/ Notes
Location of Texts
27-1-1937 ANGLO-ITALIAN'‘GRAZING RIGHTSAND CO 879/136: 1-16 The A blished
TRANSIT TRADE AGREEMENT, in the ‘ discussion, :'.nJu.ncvﬁ;Jsr Sl o
form of an Exchange of Letters in Rome between
Cerulli and Plowman: by which for two years the
trans-frontier grazing rights of the British
Somaliland tni were g d in
exchange for Italy havingtransit facilities for non-
military trade through the British Protectorate
16-4-1938 ANGLO-ITALIAN AGREEMENT, consisting FO 371/22016 Although the frontier negotiations di t begi
gg :;\I;E:ﬂnggl'i]‘g& egr};’;ﬁ:&dELR%‘?{n&s until February 1939, :ﬁd were abgr:‘i‘\:c, l%)li’:
. b - ut ; iti i
M!El‘fl' with Eschanges of Notes between a:%]?\m::dgmc the, SO xosneuillve S}
Britain, Egypt and ltaly: by which Britain was to
gtccord de jure recognition of ltalian sovereignty
in Ethiopia in exchange for the opening of
negotiations to  rectify the frontiers.  The
Agreement was to come into cffect * on such
date as the two Governments shall determine '
nqd the frontier negotiations would  begin
** immediately after the taking cffect of the said
instrument ™"
13-2-1939 ITALIAN NOTE prolongs the Plowman-Cerulli CO 879/138: 29
“Graring Rights and Transit Trade” Agreements
for another six months: until August 31, 1939
26-8-1939 ITALIAN NOTE prolongs the Plowman-Cerulli CO 879/138: 41 On 24-4-1940 [Italy declines renew
. Lt H = " - .
Grazing Rights and Transit Trade " Agree- Agreements ' as thyc Agreemen‘l_? in qucstitg';
ments for a further six months: until February need to be revised ™ but says that Italy would be
29, 1940 willing to start new negotiations. But Italy did
not in fact close the frontier prior to British
4-2-1941 BRITISH STAT il
- EMENT, welcoming the reap- FO 371/27516: 81 in liame
: o of an Independent Ethiopian Sue, and H lfj a Par ntary Statement by Mr. Eden
recognising the claims of Emperor Haile Selassic
to the throne
31-1-42 ANGLO-ETHIOPIAN AGREEMENT and FO 371/35603: 63-71
MILITARY CONVENTION, signed in Addis HMS0/1942/Cmd 6334
Ababa by H.LM. and Sir Philip Mitchell:
alating the relati t Britain and
Ethiopia by which Ethiopian sovereignty was
1k danda ber of admini i
arrangements made, but under which the British
Military Administration continued to administer
considerable arcas of the country
9-8-1943 U.S.-ETHIOPIAN ACCORD on Mutual Aid in Gingold Du 14
the Pursuit of the War against Agression s i
19-12-1944  ANGLO-ETHIOPIAN AGREEMENT FOR FO 371/46052: 136 Art. VII reads, *In ord
THE REGULATION OF MUTUAL RELA- HMSO/Cmd 7722 in  contribute to the effective pr:sl;cﬁ‘:io:“ur ﬁﬂ’:m(f
TIONS, signed in Addis between Prime Minister Treaty Series No. 38 and without prejudice to their undcr]yiné
M:lkom}cn Endaiknf:hgl.! and Lord De La Warr: (1949) sovereignty, the Imperial Ethiopian Government
by which, at Britain’s absolute insistance, hereby agreed that, for the duration of this
Ethiopia accepted the continued occupation by Agrecment, the territories designated as the
the B‘:::llsh Military Administration of the Haud Reserved Area and the Ogaden, as set forth in the
{the Reserved Area™) and the Ogaden but attached schedule, shall be under Briulx';
declined all financial pay ment therefor Military Administration ™ )
5-9-1945 FRANCO-ETHIOPIAN PROTOCOL regard- The French Administration in Jibuti
ing the tracing of the frontier between Ethiopia loyal to the * Vichy !?Il'r:g?r?; il‘grﬂ%ﬁro??l?: k‘:::‘rl'l
and Jibuti in accordance with the Convention of When dipl ic relations b Ethiopia and
20-3-1897 France were restored this protocol, by which
fr:'llncle agreed to Ethiopia's demand for a joint
and ion of the boundary
(the need for which had been exposed by the
“Afambo Incident),” and another protocal, by
which Ethiopia a; to the restoration of
French direction of the railway, were concluded
29-9-1947 ANGLO-ETHIOPIAN EXCHANGE OF HMSO/Cmd 7374 in
NOTES, constituting an Agreement amending Treaty Series No. 18
the description of the Kenya-Ethiopia Boundary (1948)
24-7-1948 ANGLO-ETHIOPIAN PROTOCOL: by which

the British Military Administration withdraws
from Ogaden (and Jigjiga but not from the
Haud) and which established a Provisional
Admin ive Line b Ethiopia and
Somalia
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the line ran from Gallidi in 5.E. Haud * via Balli
Abdi Ali, Balli God, Ribadleh, ElI Abred and
Ullassan to Mustahil ™ (Drysdale, p 71)

Date

References/
Location of Texts

Notes

21-11-1949

3-7-1950
29-12-1950
2-1-1951

16-1-1954

2-11-1954

29-11-1954

1-1-1956
1-7-1960

15-11-1963

15-11-1963

12-12- 1963
10-3-1964

15-7-1966

9-6-1970

29-7-1972

UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY DECISION,
placing Italian Somaliland under UN Trustee-
ship, with Italy as the Administering Authority
as from 1-4-1950

ANGLO-ETHIOPIA EXCHANGE OF NOTES HMSOQ/Cmd 8173 in
for the appointment of a Mixed Commission to Treaty Series No 18

demarcate the boundary between Kenya and (1951)

Ethiopia

ANGLO-ETHIOPIAN EXCHANGE OF HMS50,/Cmd 9087 in
NOTES extending the period of the operation of Treaty Series No 18

the Mixed Commission to demarcate the (1954)

boundary between Kenya and Ethiopia
FRANCO-ETHIOPIAN PROTOCOL confirm-
ing the delimitation and demarcation of the
boundary between Ethiopia and the French
Territory of the Afars and Issas

ADDITIONAL FRANCO-ETHIOPIAN PRO-
TOCOL to the above Protocol of Delimitation:
agreeing a small section of the frontier that had
been undemarcated on 16-1-1954

ANGLO-ETHIOPIAN TREATY: by which, U.N. Treaty Series,
from 28-2-1955, the British Military Adminis- W;l& 20278 “955;,
{s]

\ration was withdrawn from the Reserved Area 1,
and Ogaden and *the full and exclusive
sovercignty of Ethiopia ™ provided for in the
1897 Treaty over areas , 85 were
the trans-irontier grazing rights of the local
tribesmen. Signed in London between Ato
Aklilou Habte-Wold and Mr Eden

SUDAN BECOMES INDEPENDENT
REPUBLIC OF SOMALIA, comprising the
former British Protectorate which _achieved
independence four days carlier, on 26-6-1960,
and the UN Trust Territory of Somalia, becomes
independent

ANGLO-ETHIOPIAN EXCHANGE OF
NOTES constituting an Agrecment concerning
the 1947 Exchange of Notes regarding the
Fthiopia-Kenya boundary
ANGLO-ETHIOPIAN EXCHANGE OF
NOTES entitled * Kenya-Ethiopia Boundary
Commission - 1963 ™

KENYA BECOMES INDEPENDENT
ETHIO-KENYAN EXCHANGE OF NOTES
entitled  ** Kenya-Ethiopia  Boundary Com-
misston — 1963/64 "

ETHIO-KENYAN AGREEMENT for the
abolition of visas for citizens of either country
travelling to the other

ETHIO-KENYA BOUNDARY DECLARA- Nairobi, 1968
TION
ETHIO-KENYA BOUNDARY DESCRIP- Nairobi, 1968

TION

ETHIO-KENYA BOUNDARY AG REE-
MENT, signed in Mombasa between H.LM. the
Emperor and President Kenyatta

ETHIO-SUDANESE COMMUNIQUE follow-
ing an important meeting of the Joint
Consultative Ministerial Committee: announc-
ing agreement on the settlement of the Sudanese
boundary. The principles and methods of
demarcation are agreed, as are plans for closer
frontier liaison and co-operation by the
administrative officers on each side
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to cffect this order Britain demarcated the
Provisional Administrative Line from Dolo to
48°E/8°N between, Ethiopia and the Trust
Territory of Somalia: a line which left Walwal
about 100 miles inside Ethiopia: inevitably Italy
protested

As the “Afambo Incident " had revealed, the
original unilateral French demarcation of the
1897 frontier had allecated to France an
estimated 2,000 sq kms beyond the line specified.
The new line, representing a joint demarcation of
the 1597 line, was thus a disappointment tomany
Frenchmen

The treaty also provided for a British Liaison
Officer at Jigjiga, will illalos and other stafT in the
Haud subject to him, to safeguard the interests of
* British ™" tribesmen whilst grazing in Ethiopia.
This arrangement appears to have created as
many problems as it solved. It terminated with
the independence of the British Protectorate on
26-6-1960

In general the line follows that laid down in the
Talbot-Martinelli Agreement of Feb. 1903 and
the Gwynn demarcation (with some agreed
changes), joint demarcation to take place at an
carly date



\frica does not have great ranges of mountains which
| be compared to the Himalayas, the Andes or the
ckies. However, the relief map of the continent
ws that some regions experienced an uplifting of the
d mass above the level of the rest of Africa. Indeed,
re are many massifs above 3,000 metres in altitude in
it, North and South Africa.

n East Africa, the highlands of Ethiopia form the
st extensive upland region of the entire African conti-
t. Most of the main massifs of this country are
med of plateau basalts which reach a thickness of
zral hundred metres in some places. At the end of the
zosoic era' a dome of vastly elevated land was
ited, and during the Tertiary period the uplift was
ing enough to cause breaks in the lund mass. Fluid
altic lavas poured out from these breaks in immense
ntities. Thus, the elevation of the Ethiopian high--
1s, in general, owes much to the Tertiary lava flows.
“he massifs of Ethiopia are frequently called plateaux;
conveys an erroneous impression of the present topo-
phic situation because their surfaces are rarely flat.
untains, hills, peaks, cliffs and canyons are common
ures of those massifs. One of them is the Semyen
ssif, which is situated in the northern part of the
ntry. This massif, by its extent and altitude, merits
name of * Roof of Africa.”?

1 the centre of this massif stands the highest mountain
‘thiopia and the fourth highest in Africa, Ras Dejen,
!0 metres above sea level.?

fany people in Ethiopia have probably heard of the
wyen Mountains, but few actually have been there.
appreciate the greatness of this massif one has to
! it on foot or on horseback. The journey is not as
1 as it would seem to be. It can be done by any
ionably fit person prepared to undergo some little
omfort. During Christmas vacation of 1972 I went
1a group of teachers to the Semyen and together we
quered the highest mountain of the Empire of
iopia. (We were Dan Lavalle, Meta Kelly, Cynthia
ston, Regina Power, M. D. Mallaya, all teachers at
ari Mekonnen school, Kevin O Mahoney, from
grat, George Avakian and myself, from General
igate school, in Addis Abeba.) None of us were
:rt horse or mule riders, but we lived an unforgettable
rrience in a wonderful environment.

he morning of January 7, 1972, was rather chilly
n Mr. Payer, from Tafari Mekonnen school, drove
o the bus sation in Addis Abeba. Except for Kevin

‘he geologic time scale is divided into four eras: the Pre-Cambrian, the
aleosoic, the Mesozoic, and the Cenozoic. The most recent one, the
‘eneroic, has two periods, the Tertiary and the Quaternary, The Tertiary
eriod started 60,000,000 years ago. It is charactenised by relatively young
rogeny features.

‘he expression is from John Crook, See bibliography.

It has been so far believed that Ras Dejen was the highest peak in Ethiopia,
ait the Nile Geodetic Survey shows that the group of peaks called Ras
bejen have elevations ranging between 4,304 metres and 4,541 metres. The
ighest peaks are presumably to the northeast and east of Ras Dejen and the
vact clevation are not yet known'',

lesfen Wolde Mariam, An Introduciory Geography of Ethiopia, Addis
Ibeba, 1972, p. 38,

70

Seven Days on the Roof of Africa

by Henri Baldet

O’Mahoney, who joined us two days later, everybody
was present at the station. It took us two days to reach
the Semyen from Addis Abeba. The bus drive was tire-
some and long because the bus was very crowded. To
kill some time we slept, sang, and tried to enjoy the
monotonous landscape. The Abbay gorge was the
scenic high point of our first day on the bus. Ato
Mengasha, the bus driver, tried to please everybody by
playing a tape recording of some kind of music. Con-
versation and singing were then out of the question;
one just hoped for a bump to stop the tape, but this
never happened. The first evening we stopped at
Dangla, a small village beyond Debre Marcos. We were
lucky enough to find an S.I.M. mission station where a
wonderful person, Sister Margaret, received us. Some
of us had a memorable night in the chapel of the mission
sleeping among the flowers left over from Christmas
celebration.?

The second day in the bus was as boring as the first
except for the view of Lake Tana. In the afternoon we
arrived in the foothills of the Semyen. The scenery was
wonderful; it was a foretaste of the trip through the
mountains., Finally, that evening, we reached Debarek.

1. Debarek

Debarek is the road-head for the travellers to the
Semyen. The town is situated on the main road from
Gondar to Asmara and is a sprawling village of mud and
corrugated iron roofs. The game warden of the Semyen
National Park was kind enough to let us spend the night
in his office, which was a palace compared to the noisy
local hostelry.

The first problem next day was to find pack and riding
animals for our expedition to Ras Dejen. Early in the
morning we negotiated with caravan leaders. After
long discussions, Ato Seneshaw Mesfen agreed to or-
ganise a caravan with four assistants, eight mules, five
horses, and himself as caravan leader. The daily cost
amounted to Eth.52 for the caravan leader; Eth.51-50
per animal, and Eth.$1-50 for each man. This price,
which was rather high by local standards, included all
saddles, straps, and the food for the men. At first sight
the animals did not inspire confidence. When the
horses and mules were paraded outside the game warden’s
office they looked scrawny and ill-kept. But, we came to
love them after hours of marching across the Semyen.
Meanwhile Kevin O'Mahoney had arrived and our
caravan was complete; we were eight adventurers, a
caravan leader, four assistants, eight riding animals and
four pack animals. By 9 a.m. on January 9, 1972, we
were on our way to the high Semyen, leaving the trap-
pings of modern civilisation, which were not very
obvious anyway in Debarek,

We set out on a well-worn track across the market
through the last eucalyptus grove which surrounded the

4 In Ethiopia Christmas is celebrated on January 7.
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Traditional dress of the mountaineers of Ethiopia’s high Semyen.

village. All of us were used to riding European or
western saddles and found the Ethiopian high-backed
saddle somewhat peculiar. The girls were especially
proud in showing us their skills as we passed through the
golden-green countryside. (The Semyeni are Keen rldel:S
and admire the quality in others.) For none of us was it
difficult to adopt to this new way of locomotion and it
seemed that everyone had great fun. The non-equestrian,
lite me, were advised to ride a mule rather than a horse.
Fortunately, the mules proved themselves safer and more
sure-footed, especially in the steep tracks. The landscape
was marvellous. It was harvest season and the valleys
and plateaux were golden with ripe barley and wheat.
Around 5 p.m. we arrived at Sanka Ber, which is the
gateway to Semyen proper.

2. Sanka Ber

Sanka Ber means * plank door.” The meaning of the
term suggested once upon a time the area was covered
with forests. Today there is not much left of them. How-
ever, the view from there is extraordinary. Sanka Ber
seems to be the edge of the world. Fantastic cliffs several
hundred metres deep show a universe of canyons and
table mountains which change colour in the setting sun.
This world is not as wild as it seems to be, because
occasional huts clustered at the tops of hills remind one
of human presence. Led by a guide from the camp site
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we looked for wild life, but in vain. The Walia Ibex was
not there that day. )

Sanka Ber is the boundary of the Semyen National
Park. In 1965, Doctor Leslic Brown, UNESCO wild-
life consultant to Ethiopia, put forward a project to make
the Semyen a national park. The plan was accepled by
H. E. Ato Berhanu Tessema, director of the Wildlife
Conservation Department in Ethiopia.  The project
envisaged the strict conservation of the whole habitat o
the Walia Ibex and the greater part of the habitat of the
Semyen Fox and Gelada Baboon. This project was
implemented by Imperial Proclamation on October 31,
1969, Compared to other parks in Africa the area is
rather small, because it covers only 170 sq. kms. It
includes the greater part of Geech and Ambaras and the
height of the escarpment around these regions. The park
is unique, both in wild lifc and scenery and cannot be
matched by any of the African parks and two or three
areas elsewhere in the world. Realising the beauty and
the potential profit of the area the Ethiopian Govern-
ment, in co-operation with world organisations interested
in wild life, declared this area the country’s second
national park.

Sanka Ber is at an altitude of 2,390 metres. As soon
as the sun sets the area gets very cold. That evening, we
were obliged to light a fire and we appreciated very much
a good bottle of Canadian Club brought along by Dan
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Lavalle as we sat at fireside savouring the memory of the
spectacular view of the Semyen we had seen that day.
But the cold and the sores from our first day of mule
riding sent us rapidly to our tents. The night was still
young. No sounds could be heard but the deep breathing
of eight inexperienced mountaineers.

Early in the morning as the sun rose we packed our
equipment and by 9 a.m. we were ready for our second
day in the Semyen. Our goal for the day was Chenik.
After climbing a steep escarpment we came to a vast
plateau called Ambaras. It was swept by a strong wind
and the vegetation was reduced to grass. The air was
thin and cool, but the sun was hot, nothing could be
seen for kilometres. As we started the descent on the
other side of the plateau we noticed that the slopes of the
mountains were cultivated in barley. The harvest season
was over and the fields were full of Gelada Baboons
gleaning the remaining barley.

Gelada Baboons (Theropithecus Galada) are common
mammals in the Semyen. Discovered by Riippell during
e last century they are among the most interesting
lurge primates. The male is a large beast weighing about
20 kgs. He is capped by an enormous mane of dark
brown hair. His chest covered with grey fur has a
heart-shaped patch of bare skin, scarlet in colour. For
this reason the animals have sometimes been called
““ bleeding heart” baboons. The female is smaller,
lacking the mane, but has the bare patch of skin on her
chest. The Semyen Gelada may be seen in great numbers
(300-400). However, their social units consist of small

parties containing on¢ male, several females, juveniles,
and babies. Gelada are restricted to areas where there
are great cliffs which form their sleeping places and arc a
refuge from enemies. Their main foe is man, because a
herd of Geladas may destroy in a few hours the crop ofa
whole village. The Geladas dominate the mountain with
their cries, and their complex social life makes them an
interesting study.

3. Chenik

Chenik is a delightful little valley threaded by a
crystal stream. It was an ideal camp site. The valley is
dominated by lobelias standing like sentinels.  The
lobelia (the typical genus of the family Lobeliaceae)
was named after Mathias Lobel, a native of Lille (France).
He was a botanist and physician to James L. It numbers
about 250 species. These plants are perennial herbs. The
lobelia of the Semyen has a remarkable arborescent
form. It is the tree-lobelia or giant lobelia, which is
found at high altitudes in the mountains of tropical
Africa. It may reach 7 to 8 metres in height, but most of
them lack the giant flowering stalk and look like peculiar
palm trees. Every seven years the plant produces flowers
then dies.

The wind rustling in the dead leaves of the lobelias
give the place a mysterious atmosphere. The icy water
of the stream was invigorating after two days in the
Semyen. But a great surprise was awaiting us. Ato
Seneshaw, our caravan leader, showed me a fracture in
the cliff on the western side of the valley. This break was
like a small window at the top of a very high steeple. 1
peered in awestruck wonder down into nothingness, a
sheer cliff of several hundred meters was at my feet.
There. in the depth of the precipice. a small village could
be distinguished. The green, the yellow, the brown of the
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fields formed a mosaic. I called the rest of the group and
for an hour we stayed there contemplating the spectacle.

The night was cold; the wind was blowing; the sky
was dark. Nothing but the sound of a few campers
could be heard. Sitting around the fire we started to
talk with our mule drivers. It was a fascinating con-
versation. For them the world remained quite flat, the
stars were fixed, God was in heaven and everything hap-
pened according to his will. One man asked how could
men go to the moon. The question had puzzled him
since he had heard over the radio in Deberek that men
had gone to the moon, It was difficult for his mind to find
an explanation. After two days through the Semyen we
had become very friendly with them. We listened also to
tales of the highwaymen (shiftas). Chenik was sup-
posed to be a famous place where shiftas pass at night.
Our caravan leader assured us that the days of the shiftas
were gone. Late at night we went to sleep, dreaming of
giant Semyeni attacking our caravan in this remote
place. The night had been very cold. In the morning,
when 1 checked the thermometer, the minimum temperi-
ture was 2° centizrade below zero. We had to wait for
the sun because the tents were frozen stiff and we could
not pack them.

The third day of our journey started with an hour of
steep climbing through a forest of lobelias. We had
to reach Buahit Pass (4,510 metres). The mountain was
shimmering in the sunlight and when we reached the
pass we realised that the whole range of Buahit was
covered with hail. From Buahit we had our first view of
Ras Dejen range. There the highest summit of Ethiopia
was waiting for us. It seemed very near to us, maybe a
five to six hours” walk. In reality we needed one day and
a half to reach it. The other side of Buahit is a fantastic
slope leading to the foot of Ras Dejen. The descent was
hard, it took us four hours, and the animals were to be
admired. We crossed many barley fields which had just
beeen harvested. The number of field-mice was un-
believable. These rodents are a pest for this region, and
nobody knows the amount of grain they eat every year. In
the afternoon we reached the foot of Ras Dejen watered
by the River Maishala, We climed until we reached a
village called Mizma, where we set our camp in the middle
of a burley field.

4. Mizma-Ras Dejen

Mizma is the last settlement on the way to Ras Dejen.
Situated at 3,800 metres above sea level, the village is
surrounded with eucalyptus trees. The people in that
village, like most of the inhabitants of the Semyen,
keep some animals and cultivate barley. They are very
poor because they are tenant farmers who work for some
landlords living in Debarek or in Gondar.

Wednesday, January 12, was our fourth day in the
Semyen; it was also the day which had to lead us to the
goal of our journey - Ras Dejen. By 8 a.m. in the cool
morning we started climbing. The slope was steep and
the way was difficult because it was muddy. After two
hours of hard climbing we had the first close view of the
summit of the mountain, which was shining white in the
morning sun. The top of Ras Dejen is like a cake tilting
towards the south. To reach it we had to use our hands
and help each other. The top is rather even and swept
by strong winds. The hollow paris of the flat summit
were filled with snew. In fact the northern side of the



Gelada baboons in the high Semyen.
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- {?cl#:m:x‘ r\::s gwr:red with a layer of snow as deep as
KLt ur first reaction there was to make snow-
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to to Geech. The detour is w i
is the pearl of the Semyen ‘E{:L?rrl:!:i:gmg because Geech

5. Geech

Geech is the heart of the Semyen Nati
beech is | ven Natio 1
R]:icr\:;:g!::ri{:arggn;?:gm;l' Department hasm;'ll saar:nkp
e : rge of an a sistant warden.  Situate
% ;;J‘E::fqp ;%HJIS; “; Tn;:f.ll:.r;:t:rm-nt centre for cxcurs?ni:;(i fol
\'in.::s and the chance to mis:ﬁgp\T’:ﬁ:; ]I]:lc:() e
s soon as we arrived in Geech the assistant w:
E;‘ldatb\{lz-liris(_]t:spcsal two of the stone huts whiclh \:g;d;];
wed by _“dl ors. It was the only night in the Semyen
Lt L“‘ nlot pitch tents. This was a great advanti e
e o.fr ;ad énqre time to enjoy the beauties Eo:t‘
g - :lrsl _;slrc in Geech was to see some Walia
Grin aroyundglil 0&] we reached a majestic escarpment
bkt B to 1,500 metres in sheer walls of
pop Lok, ]Qu:ctly in the evening breeze we waited
o dipich alia. All of a sudden we saw three of them
iy hThcr:’:'O\I:} of us on the grassy ledges of the escarp-
pem, o as a male with splendid scimitar-shaped
homa and, o small females. The male may have
metres in length and stood about 1 metre at

the shoulder. The forele
than the hind Iimh§5_ orelegs seemed somewhat shorter

The Walia Ibex (Capra Walia) is one of the rarest
animals in the world. Though the Ibex, a member of the
goat family, exist elsewhere in the world, this particular
species is unique to Ethiopia. Doctor Leslic Brown has
recently studied the animal and considers that there arc
only 150-200 animals left. Fortunately they live in one
of the most inaccessible places in the world, and this
has helped to conserve them. The protection of this
vanishing species was one of the reasons for the creation
of the Semyen National Park. Indeed the Walia Ibex
were in danger from poaching by the brave Semyeni and
(heir habitat was being destroyed by farming and
deforestation.

We were able to observe the three Walia Tbex for a
Jong time because they kept staring at us from a distance.
On our return to camp the guide told us about another
rare mammal of the Semyen: the Semyen Fox (Simenia
Semensis). 1t has the appearance of a true fox. Long-
legged with red hair and black brush, it is not as rare as
the Walia Ibex because it oceurs elsewhere in Ethiopiz.
but not outside the empire. The guide told us that in the
evenings one miy COmME across a family of two adulis
with cubs, They follow trails, dropping dung at intervals,
and these may act as signals determing the extent of their
territories. That evening we visited two young volun-
teers who were busy building stonz huts for future
visitors to the park.

6. The Return

We spent some time on the morning of the seventh day
in the Semyen exploring the magnificent woodland near
the camp. There is a emall forest of Giant St. John's
Wort and Giant Heather. Unfortunately, most of this
beautiful flora has fallen victim to wanton felling.
QOccasional Juniper in poor condition can be seen. 'We
were fascinated by the great dimensions of these plants,
which are mere shrubs only a few metres high in Europe.
Outside Geech and Sanka Ber intensive farming has
removed almost all trace of the Juniper and Podocarpus
forest.

When our caravan wis ready we started out on the
last day of our journey in the Semyen Mountains. Our
aim for the day was to reach Debarek. A few kilometres
from the camp site we came across Geech villuge. Itisa
Moslem settlement in the middle of a Christian area.
puzzled by the situation, I was told that the majority of
the people of the Semyen are Christians., However, asa
result of the Moslem conguests of Ahmed Gragn (16th
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century) the arca fell under Islam for a period and
several Moslem villages remain today in the region.
Moslems are weavers, merchants and farmers, while the
Christians are only concerned with farming. The Moslem
village of Geech was the most prosperous settlement we
came across. Usually, the villages look very poor and the
land around them has been exploited by very inefficient
methods of farming. Frosion is a great problem in the
Semyen because of thesc poor methods of farming.

The way from Geech to Sanka Ber is a wonderful
walk along an escarpment. We were well placed to
observe the glide of great vultures and eagles. Augur
Buzzards and Verreaux's Eagle flew high over the gorge.
The most impressive was the Lammergeyer (Gypactus
Barbatus) ** the bone breaker * of the Semyen. This
massive scavenger with enormotus wings, pale safiron
underbelly, black back and long tail moves up and down
cliffs in search of bones. On finding one it carries the
bone with his claws and drops it onto some rock. If the
bone is broken by the fall the bird descends and greedily
consumes the marrow.

Two hours’ walk took us to Sunka Ber, where we did
not stop because we wanted to reach Debarek before
sunset. The trip from Debarck to Ras Dejen and back
had taken seven days. Now w0 more lay ahead of us
for the return trip to Addis Abeba.

CONCLUSION

As 1 mentioned before the trip to Ras Dejen can be
undertaken by any fit person. However, one must be
completely self-contained with tent, food, cooking
utensils, stove and adequate warm clothing as well as a
good sleeping-bag, because the nights on the Semyen ar¢
very cold. Christmas vacation in Ethiopia seems 2 good
season to visit the Semyen. We did not have a drop of
rain. The valleys were golden with harvest at that time.
Going through the Semyen is a very excellent experience
for anyone who likes wildlife, wild places, and who
wants to enjoy and see some of the most spectacular
mountain landscape in the world.

RIBLIOGRAPHY

1 Blower, John, Journey to the High Simien, Ethiopia’s Newest MNational
Park, Walia No. 3, Addis Abeba, December, 1971

2 Clais. Andre, Huit Jours 100 Toit de ' Afrique, Addis Akeba, Janvier, 1969,

3 Crook, John, The High Scotvem, Roof of Africa,an ETO publication, Addis
Abeba, 1965,

4 Mesfen, Waolde Mariam, An tniraduciory Grography of Ethiopia, Addis
Abcba, 1972



Lake Zway and its Islands

An Ethiopian Lake where a unique Christian Culture has survived since Medieval Times

by Paul B. Henze

Ethiopia is the highest and most rugged country in
Alfrica, Tenaciously Christian from early times and sub-
ject to Jewish and ‘other carly Middle Eastern influences
before that, it also has a wide variety of non-Christian
peoples and cultures, Change has come slowly to
Ethiopia. Until the beginning of the 20th century, most
parts of the country were maccessible to all but the
hardiest travellers. In recent years local air services and
the steady spread of roads have opened up many remote
areas.  Though slow in comparison with some other
developing countries. modernisation is accelerating.
Isolated peoples find themselves under increasing pres-
sure to merge into the mainstream of social and economie
development, Neveriheless the student of cultural sur-
vivals and of peoples who have adapted themselves to
unusual historical and geographical circumstances stil]
has a wide range of choice in selecting groups for study
in Ethiopia. During a recent residence in the country |
made a special study of people living on islands in
Elhicpian_ lakes. In past centuries people sought refuge

The present article deals with the
unique Christian culture of the five islands of Lake
Zway, northernmost of the seven Ethiopian Rift Valley
akes. I made eight voyages to the Zway islands and

he years 196972,

Zway is a large shallow lake, 5,328 feet above sea level
acated about 100 miles south of Addis Ababa. It is
fentifiable on most carly maps of Ethiopia under its
resent name. The lake is roughly rectangular in shape
ad at its greatest length from north to south extends for
ver 25 miles. It averages 15 miles in breadth. The I ke

fed by two medium-size rivers which carry an
imense volume of water during the spring and summer
ins: the Muqi, which comes down from the Gurage
ghlands to the north-west and the Katar, which drains
large portion of the Arussi plateau directly to the cast

"the lake. Many smaller streams contribute to the
flow, which is balanced by the outflow through the

ilbula river, a deep, siow-moving stream which drains

vay's excess water into Lake Abiata.  Abiata, a

rderately saline lake, Ties 30 miles to the south-west and

one of eastern Africa’s greatest natural bird sanc-
iries. Zway is also rich in bird life because of its rich
wine life. *The lake teems with tilapia nilotica, a flat

1 with succulent white flesh, [y Zrows to a size of

. and more and provides food for birds and man

. Without the plentiful supply of tilapia the unique

ture which flourished on the islands of Lake Zway for

eral hundred years could not have developed. These
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fish are an important component of the diet of the
islanders and their kinsmen who now inhabit the
meadows along the shore.

There are five islands in Lake Zway. They are identj-
cal in geological structure - all are volcanic upthrusts —
but very different in size and shape. The two smallish
islands in the south-western corner of the lake, not far
from the Bulbula outflow. are called Debra Sina and
Galila - * Mount Sinaj " and * Galilee,” Ethiopians
have always like to give names of famous sites in the
Holy Land to towns, rivers and other natural features,
There is a Jordan river at Lalibela, & Mount Tabor east
of Lake Tana, and a Bethlehem in the heart of the
northern Amhara country. The largest of the Zway
islands was called Debra Tseyon, ** Mount Zion,” until
recent times, though its Galla name, Tullu Guddo, which
means * Big Mountain,” is now more commonly used,
Tullu Guddo is a striking island, lying midway along the
eastern shore, visible from all parts of the lake, It con-
sists of 2,000 ft. peaks linked by a broad saddle. Long
promontories extend into the lake both toward the
north and the south. Large bays on the northern and
south-western shores are edged with fertile meadows and
the eastern shore is also backed by extensive cultivable

and close in along the Arussi shore lies the small island
of Funduro. Its northern half is a cluster of gentle
hills; its southern half is an ambatch swamp, Ambatch
is a water-loving member of the acacia family. Its
extremely light wood, like balsa, is used for floats for
fishnets by the islanders, Occasionally, when they find
a large ambatch trunk, they carve it into a boat. There
are large stands of ambatch at many places along Zway's
shores and it occurs on all the islands. North of Fun-
duro, across a channel where hippos often browse lies
the large island of Tadecha. About 1} miles long,
Tadecha consists of three rounded hills separated by
broad expanses of gentle slope. There are extensive
shore meadows on the southern and eastern sides,
Tadecha is the most naturally hospitable of the five
Zway islands,

Zway has no beaches. Tts shores are flat with great
reed and papyrus beds. The first level of solid ground
behind the edge of the lake is dominated by giant syca-
more fig trees and a rich variety of tropical bushes and
vines. This vegetation zone is seldom more than 3-400 fi.
wide. Behind it begins the open acacia forest characteris-
tic of the whole Rift Valley region, Zway's two sustain-
ing rivers have pushed large deltas far out into the lake.
They are covered with huge expanses of papyrus and
impenetrable thickets of ambatch. Papyrus was formerly
much more widespread than it is now. Continual cut-
ting has limited its growth along the islands and along

View over the north bay of Tullo Guddo island, Lak

to
the whole southern part of the Iakc-sporfj, E:ttas:cdn:lst o
have had very little effect in th::c{:ﬁ; il'rll i Puppia
. of papyrus in practic d-qua;
Irt‘l:: £;§S:sn§:nporlrggt in the evolution of the Zway island
culture as the abundance of fish. i habited? Dis-
How long has the Zway area been in 1h 2. D
coveries at Melka Kontoure, 40 mtlgs ttIJ_ 'ln tce ey
in the Awash valley, provide cwdcg-& ((]}O(I) e
tion there by primitive man at least 500, N e g
very ancient sites are currently bc'mg'l‘his S e
ot no]l;th 05 :Ecpi?)ﬁ:cc interesting revela-
i igati oun
e Dirnm;isrtslgta;lggme. A much more recent E?:ﬂ.ptlﬁ)é
tc:I?ri‘sztcri}::al developments is basic to ;mli;mﬁﬁg M?ddle
2o e e R ik Wi e Teret
In many respects, Y L o
:ﬁ:f)d is nlmosl}’ as obscure as the most ancient beg
i man in the region. . )
“"]Tgrfc()fsgﬂl Ethiopian J\xumﬁte Eﬂ?tﬁlef%ﬂﬂf
d istianity in the fourth cen 1 i
adopt:;ﬁd?&dr;soli:lyeu};s Axum had had close relatmni. I'J\.;erit;’
g‘fz:rAmbian peninsula and links to the worfe:rli);h el
regions of the Near Eastern cultural zllrc:x. Ceingral
s;,ri'nboiiscd by the Solomon and Sheba legend,

www.ethiopianorthodox.org

Photo: Paul B, Henze

" f the
inting towards the deita ol
. ost premontory of the island po
Zwa th the northernmost pi
. i Katar river.

i i Christianity became the state
:ﬁ?gic;wnriilﬂ;:tm \?lh;iré not reprlesqnl qﬂi;re(;}: \“i:tal: %:::3&

i e Y | culminati 2
vmusdr-l:l-ti:)rni;gbzt\'ci ::{]t;nr:g: time. The sounlmjrn boEn];
e % 'Llhg Axumite Empire were always vague, bu L
dﬂrlCS_'ﬂ} i ﬂucnlcc spread southward more than in :mé
A?:um:i:rclrr:'lion. The written record is anpmplcl{:oa% e
0&: e;rch:lcolag[cal record is only nﬂw‘l:)c'glnllg‘lgt o b
i red. The details are mostly missing, bu en
ban be little doubt about the general picture, Tra %
o 'Iad‘; enturers and priests moved down thrnu;,l
mlhmrfunl vhigh]ands to the south and 'perm::lm::]:lc
o ccnts‘ followed. The language of Harar an b
cluster f interrelated Gurage dialects which are !

o, t(; the people of the south-central plateau r::g_n:n;lv

§poke|3 }rthc people on the Zway islands — are basncq[__c

t.Sm:h!{tiil:ngand show close kinship to the main Sellj;lc:a |
l;r]l‘;.lages of the north, Amharic and Tlglngtgaéomhcm
traditions and customs throughout I'n:ms1 it

Ethiopia reveal survivals of early po ml%%o i e

e fram:hu\:or;ﬁ.ngl} gotmhilﬁeall;‘ incorporated into

o i litical orbit. But
5 5 ultural and poli
:nhic‘:?;lt:};":;:rgar:n::a:o‘r:them Christian hegemony had
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Terraces sprouting new grain on the southwestern side of Tullu Guddo istand, Lake Zway,

arisen on the eastern horizon: the rapidly spreading tide knowledge of agriculture and weaving, their Semitic
of Islam. Pushed on by pressures from Arabia, Islamic language, traditions of old ties to northern Ethiopia and,
invaders rapidly gained control of the Red Sea and above all, their devotion 10 Christianity. Settlement was
Indian Ocean coasts of the Horn of Africa and converted probuably a gradual process, takin £ place over a period of
the local inhabitants who, in turn, became energetic decades and generations,  As pressure from invaders
champions of the Moslem advance into the highlands and and hostile neighbours increased, more and more people
interior valleys. Harar, probably originally a Christian moved to the islands. But ties with kinsmen on the

zity, fell to Islam some time in the ninth or tenth century mainland must have been maintained for a long time,
mnd became a bastion of Islamic influence. Southern Related peoples maintained their identity in nearby areas
Ethiopia was for several centuries u battleground be- of the Rift Valley though others, closely akin to the
ween Islam and Christianity with Christianity gradually Zway islanders, took refuge on islands in other lakes and
osing ground until the late 19th century. As a result the in isolated highland arcas.
irea, already a patchwork of peoples, became even more In Zway churches were built on cach of the islands,
thnically and culturally fragmented. Established cach supplied with s sacred tablet, the tabot, brought
“hristian groups with strong ties to northern Ethiopian according to tradition from the north. These churches
ivilisation sought refuge in inaccessible places. Islands have been maintained to this day. That on Galila is
uch as those in Lake Zway became attractive, dedicated to the Ethiopian national saint, Tekla-Hay-
The ancestors of the people who still inhabit the Zway manot, who lived in the 13th century. The church on ' : , ; .
dands probably first settled there in the 11th or 12th Debra Sina honours the Virgin Mary. Tadecha's i e e - e 2k :
:nturies. They eall themselves Zay, though their Galla church belongs to Abraham, Funduro's to the Four B z Photo: Paul B. Henze
ame, Lagi, is now more widely used. Laqi means Creatures, a favourite north Ethiopian theme, while the [ ich they have just completed.
paddler,” i.c. rowers of boats, To the Galla, unfamiliar senior church on the highest peak of Tully Guddo . Lake Zway, displaying a new net which they
ith water and boats, this was the most distinctive feature honours St. Mary of Zion like the holy mother of all Aen of Funduro island, La ¥ o
lthe Zay. The Zay brought to the islands an already well Ethiopian churches, St Mary of Zion at Axum. St.
sveloped culture: good techniques of house-building, a Mary of Zion on Tullu Guddo early attained the rank of a
78
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monastery and became a centre of teachin i
Religious manuscripts were produced ngdm::(tjl lf:éningci
ancient Ethiopian traditions of religious sgn and
t}”:ﬂe were maintained. By the time Portﬁgl?;e
ks cerst reached central and southern Ethiopia in th
o bon Em many legends had grown up about the
Chl.l{c huo f& and other treasures of the Zway islang
guehes, 4 csilzable collection of manuscripts still exists
Hbi Teo £ uddo church, the most valuable of which
B & i dy Hlustrated Sinkesar (a book of lives Icf
srly S eaﬂatmg from_thc 14th century. It is one gf‘
Elhiona S8 3; manuscripts that has come to light i
Diliopta, .1 5 ‘9 brilliantly coloured portraits are I'rclﬁ
pen not. c[y b:erc painted six centuries ago. Schol f
bl g syactu :ﬁya:l;ligndetermine whether this mzu?l?j
lhf‘ﬁ l'rzcm el ]ma{ionon Tullu Guddo or brought
¢ Zway region cxpcrieu.;:cd its most sev i
:::I:tsjnglsmni?g th:h Galla invasions of the cl‘ﬁet;f Eﬁ:lmld ?lofll-
e maxin‘iumodr he islands this was nevertheless a period
D c\e'l\c_upmcnt. The Galla, a Cushitic semi-
5 D ecane r.[‘-ramng people from the south-east u-cl
104 prepe O try to capture the Zway islands : Prrc
expansiuny Pagan at the beginning of their pcr.iod cr:
S no,tlﬁmst Galla gravitated toward Islam as lhtl
rth and west, Cut off completely by the Galelg:r

A fisherman in the i
Arussi channel counts payment for a supper’s worth of fish
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and i
o ;;Ii?anw:u_cgl“ had been adopted by several indi-
s ribes as well, the Zway islanders had to
Fortunately, with the pattern of fc mhmp ind romeeiteS
lhx[s:itsllll'ne, they were well equipped ?: d::c:]ohad R
Lo g:r: 1;0( popular to Ethiopian Semitic peoples
ol is]andsy Te 4 great exception. As the population of
e tgz;_ew, fish became an increasingly important
S ponE :ls l?u ll&?r diet. One- and two-man boats made
S Rpye ndles, probably originally copied from the
essent& o ve inhabitants of the lake-shore, became an
ik mald ;:n(iJ| lpf equipment for every able-bodied male,
e Ismallv ! cotton grown on the islands and cdgcd
A ?c;ruc pebbles, became the standard method
o sitey g fish. The islands had rich volcanic soil but
Same 91-“ and gentle slopes were soon all under culj-
systcm.s Orerracmg was the only solution. Elaborate
ol stone-walled terraces were built and even-
barcyrock ﬁ_r;t:rc surface of the islands, except cliffs and
e ces, was covered with terraces. Principal
b gos n on the terraces were grains and cotton
Iin-rcfmr{fllpal grains were, and are, barley, wheat ami
4 ::\mh z; let, eleusine tocussa.  The latter, called dagzus:
el nr:l:_i:nd also in the Zay language, is usedgfo‘:
madc't‘rlx})o dge and beer. The pungent, golden brew
m its black grains is still famous in the lake

Photo: Paul B. Henze
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A boy of Tullu Guddo island, Lake Zway, puts out into the open lake in his papyrus boat.

region. Domestic animals probably came to the islands
with the first Zay settlers, but, as the population grew,
competition between cattle and agriculture became acute.
Of necessity, the islanders had to develop a rational
approach to cattle-keeping quite uncharacteristic of this
part of Africa. Immense herds could not be maintained
for prestige. With grazing space at a premium, only the
most productive animals could be kept. Grazing on open
Jand soon became impossible. Grass grew well near the
shore, so the best way to get more grazing was to extend
the lakeside meadows. Plentiful volcanic boulders were
piled in shallows and sturdy sea walls built. Behind them
the land was levelled and filled in to make smooth
pastures a foot or two above the low-water level of the
lake. The lake fluctuates about a foot in the course of a
normal year and wave action, intense during the first
part of the dry season when the lake is at its highest,

splashes water through the sea walls and on to the

meadows, naturally irrigating them. It was an ingenious

solution to the grazing problem.
The islanders wove to satisfy their own needs for they

could not raise enough cattle or sheep to supply skins
for clothing and other requirements. The Galla invasions
eventually provided the impetus for a great expansion of
the weaving industry. As the Galla adjusted to a more
settled way of life, they acquired new tastes and needs.
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Among these was a desire for cotton cloth. In order to
buy their cloth, the Galla permitted the Zay to come to
their mainland markets on certain days when they were
guaranteed safe passage back to their islands. The
arrangement was appealing to the islanders becausc in
return for their cloth they could buy salt, butter, hides
and imported trade goods to which they otherwise had
no access. During the I8th and 19th centuries. the
demand for cloth grew steadily and the reputation of the
product of the Zay weavers spread throughout southern
Ethiopia. On the islands themselves this meant that more
and more land had to be allocated to cultivation of
cotton. The population grew but the food supply that
could be produced on the islands was no longer adeguate.
The pressure on the land became intense. Every corner
with soil was cultivated. Terraces were extended to the
topmost points of the islands. More than 200 levels of
terracing can still be counted on the western side of
Tullu Guddo! Practically all the original vegetation was
cut for fuel, though cuphorbia and acacia persisted in
isolated rocky places and gaint sycamore figs remained
along the shore. Since the usual Ethiopian alternative to
firewood — dung — was not available in any quantity
on the islands, considerable quantities of firewood had
1o be cut on the mainland, with Galla tolerance. Thus a
degree of mutually beneficial symbiosis grew up between
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i(l}i:llflz)r!:s:?n Zay on their islands and the Islamising
fully dcﬁncg shore. These interrelationships were care-
ey i and limited and, once established, appear
pro changed very little until the Shoan reconquest
b e Rift Valley at the end of the 19th century.
emorics persisted of earlier ties to the Christian
north: Shoa and Tigre. Occasionally emissaries from
northern bishops and princes made their way to the
tsIands:. T',‘E islanders to this day recount traditions of
car_ly ties with Axum and later immigration of an Amhara
ruling caste from Manz, the northernmost section of
Shoa. Manz is the original home of the ruling Ethiopian
dynasty which produced the Emperors Menelik 11 and
Haile Selassie 1. The hereditary chiefs of the Zay main-
tain that they too are descendants of the noble classes
of Manz. But in most respects the islanders lived in
complete isolation, secure within a cultural and economic
(sjgfsl!em that functioned smoothly. Very little social
h11 dcr:‘lml:rl't{nn seems to have occurred. Of necessity life
bf X . )_t?::)mmum] aspects.  Land ownership was
asic )Ipmdtc but a great deal of co-operation was
necessary (o keep up the elaborate terraces iln\i- men
Joined mg‘.:lher for many tasks such as house-building
;n:ugtffnan-.c of sea walls, cutting of reeds and pap\'ru;
or o.;!z and roofs. Cultivating cotton fields was a male
::;?con‘::) ;:g:s I:;csimg, t&lianing and spinning the cotton
_ s.  Weaving, a; in most of E
:E:c::{l_wells and remains a male occupation. FisEi;:lsgt
Yoo ml: y aqub for men and to this day all boys learn
s gub‘?:- bt;.; $ elﬁldpgggﬂrui boats, hou{{ to row them with
, how to make and mend n
:{:ﬁcrgwdlq throw them so that they land flat on ft::
ot enh sllnk gently down over the shallow reedbeds to
vep : ;bII e largest possible number of fish. Women tend
mf:‘- we iatchcs, men grainfields. Cutting grain is
rainaa ork. Men and chlk_ircn tramp out the dried
;%vailabln round earthen threshing floors. Pottery, readily
i ‘zicvglrywhcrt else in Ethiopia, could not be made
b ey b il il it
. h , sturdy vessels of a mixture
(é?l\:l' (‘i:r?g a}r]ld chaff, as well as tightly-woven baskets. Tf?:
dun ::_ dr):c Szfgsr:;zilss archused for grain and flour and
such as TS. i
sr.rtlgrlage baskets covered with thge s?a]:eﬁe dun};?ag:diﬁ;fi}
Z:?\(- ut:gﬁ;cc a ]_Jl_rlcmmcnt feature of the interior of every
spu'cc. . ey sometimes occupy half the wall-
The Zay house is a solid, well-built str
) C ; g - ucture.
:l;t‘j\rxcs(:jna::ny affinities with house-building styles of th[;
ealie cl.'l!fdtgheecﬂg.‘:;i araea budt i?—l ciosestfin details to the
C roun arar, far to the
‘Il‘{l?cus\le?smamm]d with walls of stone laid in mud mﬂ?ll::‘:
Nire oF ﬁnem p a;tcrcd both inside z_md out with a mix-
houses, thoscea;:' u?:dz:?;n(%k Lighkc I?O;}I e
small windows at intervals {I.]'él c d !?‘lse el Hart BTl
walls. They have two wcil-mal:in d g i
The roof is conical and thalch:d ?v(;{?f st
. ass, reeds
%?llzﬁ':gi,“:ﬂgl;llérg?st I‘;l cl:)mbination of bgt:}rlh the Ian::
"he L e house has a special semi-sac
ﬂ.ggﬂ]ga?cc ?]I_id is capped by a large rgfmd ** wheel ‘_rcoc::_
oo bm'l? w |<‘:-h the supporting beams fit. A throne-like
it Cowis s, is st ot (L the ook
t TIE 4 e base of t
It is a privileged seat, reserved for the manc ;;?Ill;ehg?llscé
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or for an honoured guest. Desi i
. : signs are painted
Tl?cg: walls of houses and on the back oIFthc ?ﬁg?]nwlgﬁ
ik ;I)ic s:i?:m?' lt]l:e ;;artllh. off to one side. The overall
of the Zay house is one of airi
and well-being. In most ho e i
v 1 uses a loom o ies
Ercmmcnt position beside the door and from (\:evcz;llllncs 5
st?;:'ign g“:fot fnslnnc{t;v% large cowried baskets used p?gsr
: cotton and thread. The importa f i
in the life of the islanders is readi pparcit’ Trauting
| adily apparent. | f
weather weaving is also done i Aol
tside. Lar
of red-black-and-white cloth A a abed
| are still produced ¢

br?luigsh: ‘:.sc; r_nagkels ‘:g_towns such as Magqi I;nd Mgfnt:r?:

It is easy in describing the life of the Zway islanders to
Isi:p from the past into the present tense bc’:l:aus:o%rblltmg
largest islands, the three castern ones, life still continues
:; essentially the same pattern which evolved during the
isl::]lgslisaar:jcr I_m'i(gima[ settlement.  The two western

ve declined and most of their people hav
to the mainland, where they hav Wi
ind, v have settled on |
Lh}::cgulljl::ula river gru}rlllcd to them by Emperor :{‘:ﬁ];i:ll{%
he occupied the Rift Valley lake region i
: : : n

:\;:nél;k s occupation markcd the end ofthge iso;&iérsisgl"
b y. The Christian Emperor from the north, bent

pon reuniting all traditional Ethiopian lands into a

FPhoto: Paul B. Henze

Papyrus still grows to a height of 12 to 15 feet along the western

shore of Galila island, Lake Zway,
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Photo: Paul B. Henze
A weaver of Funduro island, Lake Zway, displays his cloth.

ncern for the isolated
He confirmed them as
under the leadership of
whom he gave the Amharic title of
hem ownership of large amounts
aranteed their safety from
urn of the century
from the western
lbula. On Galila

modern empire, felt a special co
Christians on the Zway islands.
an independent tribal
their traditional chief
Balambaras. He gave t
of fertile shoreland and gu
molestation by the Galla. From the t
onward, large num
islands to the flat p
and Debra Sina cultivation
declined though lakeside mead
lements around the
f the islands maintained themselves.
hore continued to fee
ancestral islands ai
e numbers to atten
religious holidays. The ch
and given a new metal
resident population o
clined to only a few dozen.
residents left Galila and mo
cattle continued to be graze
families remain on
life on the shore wi

bers of Zay moved
lains along the Bu

ows continued to be used
churches on the

1 a strong tie to their
to them in papyrus
d church services on
a was renovated
fin the late 1960s, though the
f the island had by that time de-
In 1972 the last permanent
ved to the shore, though
d on the island.
but the attractions of
Il no doubt cause this island to be

abandoned as well during the next few years.

Change has come much more gradually to the eastern
islands. Here much larger populations_have retained a
high degree of organised community life in accord with
old traditions. The tecraces on the steeper and higher
parts of Tullu Guddo have been gradually abandoned.
Abandonment has apparently, and quite logically, been
the exact reverse of the original process of terrace
expansion: the highest, driest and least accessible land
which was the last to be terraced and brought under
cultivation during the period of maximum population
in the 15th and 19th centurics was the first to
The lower terraces and meadowlands of
Tullu Guddo still produce good crops of millet and cot-
ton and many cattle are pastured on the shore meadows
as well as on abandoned terraces.  On Funduro and
Tadecha little, if any, land has pone out of cultivation.
While the present population of Tullu Guddo. about
1,000 people, is probably no more than a third of the
maximum of a century or two ago, the two other castern
islands may still be close to the level reached during the
carlier period of isolation. Excess people from the
castern islands tlow off to the Arussi (castern) shore as
well as to scttlements at the northern end of the lake.

The only planned and organised Igrgelscalc movement
of population from the eastern islands occurred in
1970-72 when the entire population of the village of
Gumarge, second-largest on “Tullu Guddo, located high
on the western side of the island, was moved to rich flat-
h-eastern end of the lake. Here they

have rebuilt their houses in traditional Zay style in an
Watta. The

area called Guna, sparsely inhabited by
Watta are a people of uncertain Origin who may be
survivors of the earliest inhabitants of the lake region.
Hippopotamus hunters until recent times and practi-
tioners of low-status crafts such as pottery-making, wood-
working and tanning, they are 2 despised people in the
eyes of the Zay as well as the Galla. The Watia have
now become farmers and cattle-raisers, like the neigh-
bouring Galla, and Zay settlement among them appears
to have gone off smoothly. When the villagers left
Gumarge, they took all movable parts of their houses
with them — roof beams, centre poles, doors. Only the
round masonry walls remain in the abandoned village,
along with the huge grain-storage baskets, giant becr
jars, grinding stones and stone hitching posts n the
yards. Carefully built terrace walls, in places 15 to 20 f.
in height, separated onc row of house compounds from
another. These, along with the circular house walls,
now make a striking ruin, an archaeological site which
still seems half alive, since it was abandoned only yester-
dav. Richer terraces below Gumarge are still cultivated,

but those that lead to the very peak of the mountain

above the village arc returning to nature.

The north and south bay areas of Tullu Guddo and
much of the eastern side of the island provide a good
livelihood for the Zay who remain. There are several
village complexes but by far the largest is probably also
the oldest - the village which extends downward from
the site of the church just under the summit of Debre
Tseyon (Mount Zion). Facing ecast, the _church and
village have a superb view of the mile-wide channel
which separates Tullu Guddo from the Arussi shore.
Behind the shore a jumbled landscape of recent volcanic
forms rises to Mount Chilalo, a huge dead volcano that
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Photo: Paul B. Henze

Abba Gebre Selassie, a Gondari pricst who has retired to the life

of a hermit and lives in a cave on the west side of Tullo Guddo
island, Lake Zway.

reaches 13,000 fi. at its summit 25 miles away. There is
still a sizable population of priests, monks and nuns on
Tullu Guddo. Their life and that of most of the inhabi-
tants still centres around the church and its cycle of
festivals. Balambaras Biru, preseat chief of the Zay,
has his large house not far from the church near the
separate church meeting house (senbet). After Sunday
morning mass, the Balambaras and the Zay elders
gather in the meeting house for coffee, beer and ceremo-
nial whole-wheat bread. On special occasions, such as
christenings, fish war, a bouillabaisse-like stew made
of fresh tilapia cooked with peppers, onions and spices, is
served with injera, the common Ethiopian flat bread,
and katikala, a strong clear, gin-like drink is served.
The yearly cycle of life on the eastern islands has
changed little during the last several hundred years. The
rainy season sets in in carnest in late June or early July.
Fields are ploughed and planted by early August and new
grain turns the terraced slopes emerald green. Little
fishing is done during this period. Garden plants, such
as peppers, sown in beds near the shore and carefully
watered with water brought from the lake in gourds
until the rains begin, are transplanted to choice terraces
or plots near houses where the women can look after
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them., Cotton fields are cleared. Cotton grows as a
perennial on the islands and large shrubs produce bolls
year after year, though new plants are also set among
them. Grain matures quickly as the rains end in Septem-
ber and is harvested in October and November. Hippo-
potamus from the lake find ripening grainficlds irresistible
for night grazing. During September and October
“ hippo guards " keep fires burning throughout the
night at points along the shore where the great beasts
are known to emerge. When they hear hippos coming
up to feast off the grain on the terraces, they pursue them
back to the lake with torches. The islanders’ busiest time
is November through to March when threshing is done
and all the men’s spare time is spent fishing and repairing
boats. Women cut fish and hang them on strings or on
thorn bushes to dry. The weather is now sunny, dry and
cool. In November and December the lake is still in
the morning but during the afternoon strong winds come
up from the north. Papyrus has now reached its maxi-
mum growth and flotillas of papyrus boats set out from
the islands at sunrise to cut papyrus in the Katar and
Magqi deltas during the morning and then take advan-
tage of brisk tailwinds as they return in the evening with
their bundles of papyrus stalks, to be used for new boats
and house thatch. Cotton is picked in March and April.

Fhoto: Paul B. Henze
Balambaras Biru, Chief of the Zay.

Archbishop of Lucas of Arussi, followed by a

o iy

- L -

Photo: Paul B, Henze

sizeable proportion of the male population of Tadecha island, Lake Zway, as he comes to visit the
" Church of Abraham in September 1971.

85

www.ethiopianorthodox.org




The Tullu Guddo Sinkesar from Lake Zway: Saints Maximos and Demetras,
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Nets are mended and new ones made. Women spin and
men do more fishing, in between repairing boats and
houses in anticipation of the next rainy season, heralded
by the * little rains which usually occur intermittently
in March and April. As the yearly cycle draws to a
close, men have more time to weave. A good period of
weaving results in an accumulation of cloth which, in
turn, provides good justification for a several-day
journey to mainland markets. Women often join their
husbands for trips to the mainland, both travelling on a
single papyrus boat.

Like other Ethiopians, the Zay have not been slow to
realise the advantages of education and for many years
some Zay children have been leaving the islands to live
with relatives in shore towns where they have access to
| government schools. Elders, concerned to keep their

society intact, have been agitating at both church and

civil authoritis to set up schools on the islands. A

church school has functioned on Tullu Guddo for many

years, teaching elementary literacy and traditional

08 | religious subjects. Eearly in 1972 a modern six-year
i o i school was built on Tullu Guddo as a result of the Ethio-
hoto: Paul B. Henze | Swedish school-building programme. Opening in the
| fall on 1972 and serving the children of all three eastern

| islands (those from Tadecha and Funduro come by
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The Tullu Guddo Sinkesar from Lake Zway: St. Mark.

papyrus boat!), it is bound to change the life of the Zay
profoundly. There will be less incentive for people to
leave the islands now to find education for their children,
but the process of assimilation of the culture of the Zay
into the larger Ethiopian/Amharic cultural stream which
began in the late 19th century is bound to be greatly
accelerated.

The Zay still use their own language among themsclves.
It has never been studied systematically. Preserved
within it must be many clues to a better understanding of
the history of the movement of peoples in central and
southern Ethiopia during the past thousand years. After
the next generation has passed through the new school on
Tullu Guddo, Amharic will be well on its way to replac-
ing Zay. The Zay still retain much traditional oral
history, but already this knowledge is confined primarily
to older men and is not being absorbed by the upcoming
generation. who entertain themselves with transistor
radios and. when they visit shore towns, watch television
from Addis Ababa in the local bars. Material culture
remains largely intact, but plastic containers and
aluminium pots will soon replace fine watertight baskets,
chaff-and-dung grain measures and wooden bowls.
Traditional weaving is still flourishing but its future
would also seem to be problematic.



Physically the Zay may be
4 y be worth careful study bef
they become too intermixed with surrounding };;eopi)cge
They are relatively light-skinned, with long faces, large
eyes and relatively thin lips predominant. There is fn
evident relationship with north Ethiopian types. Even
d11'|<m'.- interesting, perhaps, is the question whether some
egree of genetic selection has taken place over scveral
hundred years in favour of individuals naturally resistant
to malana and bilharzia. Malaria has ceased to be a
problem during the past decade as a result of anti-
m(I]Isqulll'O Spraying programmes, but it is vivid in the
:r:“{:;m-:;n;:l :Ezngclry émd legends of the Zay. All settle-
islands were built on high pl.
advantage of the winds and be A
f i as far away as i
{;o;l“zosgunos. Bilharzia, which is said I-TJ bcppor:::sslebr:{t:
is]andcrys: cems to occur only infrequently among the
Modern commercial fishing is I
der I g is likely to develo
«1;\3];; izr:“j{d:.i];h:; ;xpm;ilinjx market only three hpounrr.r:
Y di aba. odern Ethiopians are
coming traditional dislike of fish and ¢ fich
on st e L8 h and now often cat fish
: ; ys. Little is known of i
:l,;,é:II]c and reproductive habits of the tilapia. z.-u-ﬂﬁihlé?f
calcﬁ :.m_ng Ithc1r age-old methods, now sell & sizable
o botﬁ ;)Iu,\crs who come with trucks to the lake-shore
Sl ic castern and western sides of the lake. So
el ﬁSh_ms been no apparent diminution of fish supply,
b Ianr% ?{?L::::luc? t?)e be prod[itabic, more efficient
: L Lo introduced. The gr.
a&i\lph}rus boat, which glides over smooth and rnugl%t }:vc:{::
mod:m"};‘ﬂggﬁﬁfcd‘ will become a museum picce. The
ate, even one as economically under-
;:I:;:lcped as Ethiopia, has an irreversibly d:slmﬂfvrc
nce on small peoples and unique cultures.
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Patterns of Cultural Survival on Islands in
Ethiopian Highland Lakes

by Paul B. Henze

Ethiopia is not only a country of great mountains, high
plateaus and deep gorges; it is also a land of many lakes.
The largest concentration of lakes occurs in the central
and southern Rift Valley where seven major bodies of
water, extending from Zway in the north to Chamo in the
south, display distinctive physical features as well as
varied combinations of animal, bird and human life.
There are major lakes outside the Rift Valley system,
notably Tana, the huge inland scu which is the source of
the Blue Nile. Ethiopia also has many small and
medium-size highland lakes, some occupying old
voleanic craters, others of more complex genesis. Most
have no islands. Only those with islands became
culturally important. A previous article has already dealt
with the history and culture of the islands of Lake Zway
where an unusual medieval Christian culture has
maintained itself into modern times. None of the other
lakes with islands, with the exception of Tana, forms such
a compact cultural and historical entity as Zway but all
are worthy of attention for the light they shed on dim
periods ;of Ethiopian history and for what they reveal
about processes of adaptation of isolated peoples to
difficult circumstances.

Thirty miles south of Lake Zway is Lake Langano. The
two lakes are separated by a sizable mountain mass, the
Gara Alutu. Langano is somewhat smaller but deeper
than Zway and is scenically more spectacular. Along
much of its shore the land rises steeply and there are
several stretches of high cliffs. With the Gara Alutu to
the north and a higher group of mountains to the east, the
Kakka complex in Arussi, it gives the impression of an
alpine lake in an Africin savannah setting. Its water is
more mineralised than that of Zway and does not support
such teeming fish life, though there are tilapia. There are
also hippopotamus and a good quantity of birds. If
Langano had had more islands, it would have a richer
cultural history. Unfortunately it has only one island.
The present name of this island, Tullo Lagi, as well as the
old terrace walls, house foundations and tombs on it all
attest to its habitation by people who appear to have been
closely related to those who still inhabit the Zway islands.
These people call themselves Zay but were called Laqi -
* paddlers,” ** rowers " - by the advancing Galla and this
name has come to be more commonly used, even by
Ambhara, than the original one. Tullo Lagi means in
Gallinya ** Mountain of the Paddlers.”

The island is an attractive place with vigorous hot
springs, extensive reedbeds along its castern shore and
gentle slopes which could be easily cultivated. But it is
small, less than a mile at its greatest length, and can never
have supported a large population. Nevertheless it
appears to have been thickly settled and cultivated until
carly in the present century. A much larger population of
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the same kind of people appears to have maintained itself
on a long peninsula which extends out into Lake Langano
from its north-western shore and perhaps also on a series
of promontoties which jut out from the north-eastern
side of the lake. On the north-western peninsula many
ruined terrace walls and village foundations can still be
easily traced among the acacia and candelabra euphorbia
trees where Arussi Galla now pasture cattle. The north-
castern promontories are not frequented by herdsmen and
are covered with thick thornserub with an undergrowth of
vines and shrubs that completely obscure the surface of
the ground. Some evidence of terracing can nevertheless
be discerned from the water. A much more extensive
investigation of these promontories than I was able to
make in three brief visits in 1970-71 would be necessary to
confirm evidence of complex terrace systems and village
remains, but their existence secems possible.

No tradition of medieval Christian life on Langano has
survived, but since evidence of early Christian pene-
tration much farther south in Ethiopia has gradually
come to light, it would not be surprising if archacology ~r
study of oral traditions were to provide indications of
carly Christian activity in the Langano area too. 19th
and early 20th century travellers’ accounts provide bits of
information about Tullo Lagi when it was still inhabited.
The people who lived there fished from boats made of
reeds (Langano has no papyrus) and their style of life
appears to have been much like that of the Zway
islanders. They were less well situated to defend
themselves, however, and began to be assimilated by the
expanding Galla much earlier. The inhabitants of the
island are said to have moved eventually to the castern
shore of the lake where they were completely absorbed
into the Galla way of life.

Like Zway, Langano drains into Lake Abiata. Its
outlet, the Horakallo River, with graceful old acacias
overhanging its steep banks in which kingfishers and
carmine bee-eaters nest, is one of the most picturesque
small streams in Ethiopia. Abiata is a large, shallow,
saline lake with no outlet whose level varies greatly as
cycles of wet and dry weather succeed each other in the
Rift Valley. Abiata has the richest bird life of any
Ethiopian lake but it has no islands and there seems never
to have been any significant permanent human
settlement along its shores.

Lake Shala, directly south of Lake Abiata, occupies an
immense volcanic crater complex. The lake extends 20
miles from east to west and averages about 10 miles wide.
It is rectangular in shape and has steep sides and clusters
of volcanic peaks along both its northern and southern
shores. Shala is known to be extremely decp, more than
600 ft. in its central section. Though it has never been

fully surveyed, it is calculated to contain more water than



Lake Wonchi. Two boa S0 i
- tmen i
en in a dugout boat made of cedar. The steep walls of the . Photo: Paul B. Henze
in the background. crater in which the lake is situated are visible
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Lake Tana. It has no known outlet, but its level varies no
more than a few inches from year to year. lts water is
clear and dark, the colour of strong tea, and has a high
coda content. There is nevertheless sufficient small
marine life in it to attract a sizeable bird population. One
of Shala’s most inaccessible islands has one of the few

lican rookeries known in Africa. Since the lake has no
Jarge fish, the pelicans feed themselves and their nestlings
by regular shuttle flights to Abiata over the mountain
ridge that separates the basins of the two lakes. Butnone
nest on Abmata; they prefer the greater safety Shala’s
islands afford.

Volcanic activity appears to have ceased around Shala
only a few centuries ago. Crater walls along its shores are
Joosely consolidated and piles of varicoloured boulders,
cinders and ash look as il they had been thrust from the
bowels of the earth only yesterday. Large arcas of
<teadily flowing hot springs along the eastern shore of the
12ke provide further evidence of recent vulcanism. Six of
£1yala’s seven islands are located in the western half of the
luke and all are relatively close to shore. They all appear
to be extremely young geologically. Twa of the smaller
ones are siriking upthrusts of columnar basalt. The two
Jargest, situated in the north-western corner of the lake,
are agglomerations of several kinds of volcanic rock and
ash. They support a thick growth of tall grass, many
shrubs and expanses of forest cover consisting of
candelabra euphorbia, acacia and a few sycamore figs.

Scanty travellers’ accounts refer to the larger Shala
islands by the names of Lamina and Tullu Lagi but
descriptions are inconsistent and seem to confuse the
islands with a large neighbouring promontory of similar
geological formation which extends out from the northern
shore of the lake across a half-mile-wide channel from the
largest island. A British army captain who travelled
through the Rift Valley at the end of the 19th century
gives a vivid description of an encounter with hostile
islanders paddling reed boats who were said to be living
on the Shala islands at that time.

I made a reconaissance of the two north-western
islands in March 1972 but found no evidence that they
had ever been permanently inhabited: no terracing, no
stone walls, no foundations, no abandoned grinding
stones, no signs of old cultivated fields. The soil, what
there is of it, is too light and loose to repay cultivation,
very different from that on the Zway islands. The tall,
coarse grass that covers flat areas near the lake-shore
might provide sustenance for goats but would not be
adequate pasturage for cattle or sheep. There appears to
be no animal life whatsoever on the islands now. only
birds. So, in spite of vague local traditions of settlement
of these islands by the same Zay/Laqi as in Zway and
Langano, it seems unlikely that the Shala islands ever
provided anything but a very temporary refuge for south
Ethiopian peoples retreating before Muslim invaders or
expanding Galla tribes. There are no permanent
settlements around Shala. Peoples who took refuge here
must soon have moved on to more hospitable country to
the west where the Gurage, a closely related group of
peoples to whom the islanders of the northern Rift Valley
belong, have flourished since medieval times. The
Gurage have all maintained some north Ethiopian,
Christian traditions as well as their rich Semitic dialects,
though most of them share many cultural features with
neighbouring south Ethiopian peoples such as their style

www.ethiopianorthodox.org

91

of house, their high-quality handicrafts and their
dependence on cultivation of the false banana, ensete
edulis, for food and many other household uses.

Though Shala’s islands reveal no past or current
evidence of significant human occupation, a much
smaller, even more strikingly picturesque crater lake on
the northern edge of the Gurage country provides a great
deal. Lake Wonchi, 75 miles west of Addis Ababa, fills
part of a huge crater, 10,000 ft. high, at the crest of a
range of mountains between Ambo and Wolisso, bustling
country towns located on maps under their official
Ethiopian names, Hagere Hiwot and Ghion. The
mountains around Wonchi are still thickly covered in
many places with ancient stands of cedar and podocarpus,
groves of wild olive and great expanses of heather which
in high areas, where its growth has not been disturbed by
cutting or burning, assumes iree form and reaches
heights of 25 feet with trunks four to eight inches thick.
This whole region is now inhabited by Galla but as you go
up into the higher mountains on the way to Lake Wonchi
you enter a zone about 7,500 ft. where the people, the
style of building and the pattern of agriculture are all
completely different from patterns that prevail among the
true Galla of the surrounding area. Everything about
these Wonchi highlanders is Teminiscent of the classic
Gurage culture area 100 miles farther south. The
Wonchi people now insist that they, too, are Galla and
they all speak Gallinya, but their neat houses, their
fenced lawns, their intensively cultivated ensete gardens,
their eating habits and their handicrafts all reveal Gurage
survivals.

Lake Wonchi is very irregular in shape. It occupies
about a third of its crater floor; the remainder consists of
intensively cultivated fields. The crater walls retain a
thick cover of many kinds of alpine and sub-alpine
vegetation, including heather, St. John’s Wort and giant
lobelias. The lake’s waters are deep, cold and crystal
clear. There are no fish. Wonchi drains through a river
which flows out its south-eastern end, through a decp
break in the crater wall. Landslides block the river
channel now and then, causing the level of the lake to
fluctuate drastically over long periods. The lake is now
high, but picturesgue silhouettes of sturdy cedar trunks
protruding from 12-15 ft. of water at many points off-
shore show thut the lake level must have been at least
20 ft. lower a half century ago. Wonchi's two islands are
the cultural centre of the whole arca. The smaller one,
Debir. has a large church dedicated to St. Quercus, a
favourite north Ethiopian saint. Gergis, a large flat
island, intensively cultivated and thickly populated, no
longer has a church but its name, a corruption of
Giyorgis — St. George — shows that it once did. Nearby
on the western shore of the lake is another large church
dedicated to St. Tekla Haymanot, the Ethiopian national
saint who lived in the 13th century.

Wonchi has no reedbeds. The islanders make boats of
large, hollowed-out cedar logs. These last for many
years. Some sprout a rich growth of moss and grass
around their edges. They are propelled by large wooden
paddles and move rather slowly, especially when there is
only one boatman who paddles three or four strokes on
one side, and then three or four on the other, making a
zigzag track across the water. Dugout boats are not
common in Ethiopia except in the low country along the
Sudan border. Cedars grow only in high country. The



only place I have come across boats identical to those of

Wonchi is along the upper Webe Shabelle River in

northern Bale province. o

The people who live on the Wonchi islands and on the
shores around the lake include an unusually large number
of individuals with classic north Ethiopian Semitic
physical features: long faces, brownish skin, thin lips,
beak noses and often wavy, rather than kinky, hair. They
keep few cattle and other domestic animals and
concentrate on cultivating their ensete, corn and
vegetable gardens. They keep large numbers of bees and
are cager to offer the visitor prodigious quantities of the
traditional Ethiopian highland honey drinks, both the
fermented and unfermented kinds, tej and birz,
respectively. The people are all familiar with the
legendary history of Wonchi and they tell a complicated

tale of the origin of the lake. In the period before

Christianity arrived in the area, a brother and sister

committed incest and insisted on marrying each other.
The gods punished them by sending torrential rains which
drowned out the flourishing settlements that had existed
in the crater. Those who survived and re-established
themselves on the islands welcomed Christianity and the
area became a centre of Christian civilisation, Many
tales are told of the manner in which the sacred relics
from all the churches in this part of Ethiopia were
brought to the island of Debir for safekeeping when
Ahmed Gragn, the notorious Muslim invader from the
cast, ravaged the highlands in the 16th century. He is
said never to have been able to penetrate to Wonchi. In
modern times Wonchi was the centre of resistance to
another invader — the Italians — who were never able to
subdue the area either. It takes very little effort to
persuade the elders of Gergis to recount their exploits
during the Italian occupation and many display in their
houses medals and certificates fi rom the Emperor
attesting to their patriotic deeds.

Until recently the people of Wonchi still spoke a
Gurage dialect closely related to that of the Aymallal
Gurage to the south-east. Untila generation or two ago
these people still referred to themselves as ** Galj la,” a
name obviously derived, like the island of the same name
in Lake Zway, from biblical Galilee. Perhaps the lake
itself in earlier times bore this name. There are many
precedents for this kind of imitative Christian naming of
places in the Ethiopian highlands. But the name Galila,
like the Gurage dialect of the area, has now practically
disappeared though Christianity has remained very much
alive. The basic pattern of life around Wonchi has
proved to be persistent and appears likely to continue. In
fact, the Galla of the surrounding region, who pushed the
people of Wonchi back up into the high mountains where
they now live, were originally nomadic cattle herders
when they entered this region. They have gradually
become completely settled agriculturalists and in the

process they have undoubtedly learned a good deal from
the carlier inhabitants. Most of the Galla now profess
Christianity. Thus the original Semitic Christians who
have come to regard themselves as Galla have lost their
own ethnic consciousness but have had a substantial
influence on the larger cultural entity into which they
have merged.

Returning to the Rift Valley and proceeding from Shala
southward, we pass Lake Awasa, the smallest of the seven
Ethiopian Rift Valley lakes. It has no islands and,
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though there are traditions of a separate fishing culture
nothing significant has survived. On the
lakes it is a different story. Lake
Abbaya, more commonly known by its European name,
Margarita, is rich in islands and cultural survivals, It is

of the lakes in the Rift Valley and second only

with reed boats,
two southernmost

the largest
to Tana among all Ethiopian lakes. It has more than

dozen sizable islands and many smaller ones. More than
Lake Abbaya has a superb natural setting,
mountains of Gamu Gofa on its western
Its
fresh waters are always a milky tan in colour.
They are rich in fish, especially giant catfish and the
gigantic Nile Perch which may reach six feet in length and
Like its smaller, equally scenic
Lake Chamo, Abbaya is also the
great
Crocodiles are absent from

50 miles long,
with the high
side and the

mountains of Sidamo to the east.
relatively

a weight of 200 pounds.
southern neighbour,
home of large herds of hippopotamus and
concentrations of crocodiles.
the more northerly Rift Valley lakes.

South-western "Ethiopia is a

and unique peoples in s

tribes, the Gidicho and the Gatami.
Gidicho live on the large island of the same
in the north-eastern
mile offshore.
more than two miles wide at its centre,
rather barren appearance because of the
yellow-tan tufa denuded by overgrasing.
moderate-to-heavy rainfail most of

land on Gidicho is now used for agriculture while cattle
wander unhindered over the remainder of the island.
Many old terrace walls can be traced, evidence of much
thicker occupation and cultivation a few generations ago.
Some Gidicho have moved to the mainland and many
who still live on the island cultivate land and pasture
cattle along the eastern shore of the lake. Thus a process
similar to that which has occurred on the Zway island of
Tullu Guddo appears to be taking place here too.

While comparisons with Zway are enlightening, they
cannot be carried too far. The Gidicho are not Christian
and never have been. Their language, curiously enough,
appears to be more closely related to Somali than to that
of any of the other peoples in the immediate area. There
are a few survivals of medieval Christianity in this
southernmost part of the Ethiopian plateau, notably the
old church of Birbir Maryam in the mountains north of
Chencha to the west of Lake Abbaya, but the islands of
Abbaya and Chamo show no evidence of early Christian
influence. The Gidicho are still essentially pagan, as are
their neighbours the Gatami.

The Gatami have a village on Gidicho Island but their
home base is the island of Gatami farther down the
castern shore. Many have now settled on the mainland.
In earlier times they may have occupied other Abbaya
islands which are now uninhabited and overgrown. The

Gatami are fishermen and hippopotamus hunters. Like
the Wayto on Lake Tana, the Watta of Lake Zway and
their neighbours the Ganjule of Lake Chamo, the Gatami
are despised by the peoples who surround them because
they are not only hippopotamus hunters but also practice
unclean crafts such as tanning and pottery-making. They
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living ethnographic
museum. The province of Gamu Gofa has more separate
mountains and valleys and
around its lakes than any other part of East Africa. The
islands of Lake Abbaya provide a home for two unusual
Most of the
name located
part of Lake Abbaya less than half a
Gidicho Island is about six miles long and
It now presents a
large expanses of
This region has
the year and good
crops of cotton and grain can be grown. Only the flatter

a
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The
rnatural powers as well.
et mP“tcir:gw];:;;cs;xing learned weaving, ﬂshiu;g h‘::f:
Elg:cggi?c‘l:ing from the Gatami but the two people
o : i .
nol intcrrm: %;iis now used by both the thlc!;)ol a‘l;g
e _hurge the glory of Lake Abbaya and proba y’l‘h o
ggtsstn:lln?'ldsomc still in gse_anywhi;et 11}5 ;rt;::lc:n e
i in anci ]
rcsembicoggg l:no??il‘:t::l 20 feet in length with grn:efg}
Lt five feet above the water, they are ma ]{; o
rww‘s)frgﬁgalch the balsa-like acaml.'!a Lh;; tg;%wsral long
= ke. They are propelle Abpes
heedmol s L ] unt them with long poles tippe
Sl?nd";g 2?;“?[6?11: htﬁisk lower llrunk of the an;h:;:t;
“I“h- 5 urs and goods rest upon piles of 'brush th?1 Y
i m, for the boats are not watertight, but rr[) Lon
e b?llo like rafts and the waves slosh through t -cekga
:hc_uate:e lashed together with bark. Once glw:d 2
Whld; 3 roportion of the population of the h:s a o
.-"“:.'Mp ;op— several hundred people — comes 1o ] {.- |r1nd e
i astern shore of the lake opposite thcl is ‘; o
oo thce} back and forth continually for severa (_an ]é
it r}:rmanv as 24 at a time tied up at shore. A si gas
E(I)tall ait;f not too heavily laden with goods, may carry
i asl'l‘z pa:::ﬁ%tgats is the hairstyle of the _G1d1§hit;
i mcgol' the most elaborate and attractive ast
Fohicas an be found in Ethiopia. As among i11110“‘1
Lovepiae oples, the women retain distinctive cultu il
Ethm'pmll ;::irpstyl,cs, tattooing, costume, Jtlzwelr{l - mh::t )
l-mmrcihzm the men. Gidicho men now wear the scom-
el d hair and standard modern shm-tro;:;x;] oat
Binaiio ns characteristic of men in most parts o phs.
bm]f:ﬁcoe Chamo is only half the size of Lake A_blba)‘;z; g
ater is much less brown and it has fewer is a;:c .great
;:i.:u decades it has rLscn sllgrplyécgcgath?;:es‘ pa
ed, rotting ;
cxpans;sr OE:-iri:]sb r:l?)r:fg its shore. These make bpal;&g]
e u}: Only one of the Chamo islands is ul
!th‘irg li-lough it appears that two other rpcdluméso 8
I'nhabl - ay have been inhabited until recent times. nd
151;1:1]:15 rrla‘re now thickly overgrown with acacia lahat
?glulwflsesavannah vegel:u]lion of _l_l!i:s i:&?‘;it :ﬂp‘i:stand,
i shores. it ¢
domlm(l}lei'::?: !i(‘r:tt::mﬁp;r;alc who live oniit, 1s_s1tunlgdnlsr:
g tl?e#n p.art of the lake. A recent volcanic upt frthc
A mostly of red tufa, it rises sharply out o s
Cmmtm% has shores too steep for landing except ah o
b e tern extremity, where thereis a small stretc o
“Dth.;?is beach. On parts of its upper slopes thcgi_ has
b i rsing,_ Ol s aml i o U
recently 5
terr:_icled 3 rfr? P uarﬁ: hlEQc';‘l and only 50-60 people rcma:!n;:
ozt a‘nland They lived in a compact wilage_locatt;{ an
idyiite bove the beach on the north-east side. e
o Slopés i‘nb‘: have moved to shore lands along the
ororlttr::m ::ln:i of the lake but the island remains the cen
1l

of their culture and their chief still llesulcs there.l (]
cntcltamed us in his hugc house, built like a towering
Inside

/ ed from peak to ground.
haymﬁkhs\;:“a:Sa;fz;pcned by a tall centre pole ?\r:g
b 0-hh:h radiate from it. They are divided !n}o i
spoies e The main occupations of the _GanJuCe t?cm
“-’?n-l?h fishing and hippopotamus hunting. \Sherc
:1::;::%“:“ by their men is the finest found any’
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i iopi .fish, hippopotamus and corn.
in E-.h{;’},’ :iai;;til'lrllgt:nﬁ clear !iql?(l]’:} from fermented corn
L When I asked the chief of the Ganjule about his
mash‘.e.s :e]ejgion. he said they belonged to Islam, but
s ere no signs of adherence to Islam and Muslim
::h:nr;swarc not used. In actuality, these people still seem
kol i ambatch boats identical
‘ngys(e;aor?{;fc“;l;%gyi{m%de boats, the 1r;11diiio‘n cl;g
%Eppopmamus hunting, 1h|el ?ggp::ri\;\ic:gsoflcg dc tl:;'GFhe
their] s1lm]111:11rh;;1 l}%l;achanfuic of Lake Chamo and the
Gats LI5‘ml' Lake Abbaya are the same pgopIc. There are
g?;i“zrofuur other peoples, all ?Il)cl?nglpg r;t:);;};::ngiz
who live in .
i C:;"%c'llrln]:f(}?){l{:ml lg;:;n‘:; possible that at some t}mc
Fhe 'S‘T. some of these peoples, under pressure r?rg
1'2\-'2111(16::1'!:5“ took refuge on islands while others retreate
i Y in areas. ]
lﬂlo_ Wml?f?sln':::::rl: of Lake Zway, the people who i;\ﬁ‘on;
L!!':lt:lcll-s of Lake Abbaya and Lake Chamo are :;Ln[i:
e® a?l al. uniqueness and being a_ssnm:lated into shoee
;?}:Ir?hei-rhavc never been systcmaqcallig i‘tuttll::d;lnthr?){
o i i rtunity fo _
wﬁrocgsies?tora:thwéegrmas;;:ncﬁ »\?]Eg?wishes to record a unique
cultural heritage before it d1s.appears. -
Primitive cultures on the islands of Ei:: m};x: % on
northerly Jakes, ot fands of Lake Tana and Lake
g dia%‘;?f;:i?:; of See:nitic Christian }radluons_fr?;;
it f ?he Middle Ages. Lake Haik is located in the
e f Wollo about 25 miles north of the provmdl :
pruyn}cegcssic It nestles among low moumamshan o
S lin shape with a circumference of _;:perf aps &
Y e landscape was undoubtedly heavily _ur_cslT;- -
it .I;hteimes but like most of northern Ethw%za nm :"
s been cut over and cultivated. Except for Sd sl
longhsclsr;cf brush and acacia forest, all the land ar::;r:) e
ﬁal:: is in ficlds and pastures :almfj ;I]::b?_:m;n:;ﬁ clnr-bia Ui
lakcsl_lorel s%;img::ﬁil;.s, T;?:nwalers of the lake are frcﬂ;
s s r};d rich in giant black catfish. The ff’.m’ ;
?gsh ﬂizr‘;t?]ry Portuguese travelleni! fi’”&?m&‘: Y:;:)r:l:ld
i i ing ** the ugliest he ¢
dcscnbefibttrlc‘lIZr?;r:';‘:n:!ca; 1?!& a t1]:.1.|rgr:gmad and the .Skm, f -
i desc}; the skin of a dogfish. It is the most sawil_\ tlzn
ligoe !fi be found in the world.” Healso replcrtc  hat
122‘1:% then had hippcpo}anFqs. c}h\f:tﬁm:g: d?:;ﬁs L
1 -
disapp_-?af"d‘ a];l;'l:-ﬁs?hgl'rl‘:e ]Iioart: EI;Jscd on Lakc' Haik a:\;
e (‘i‘:;tpof any in use on Ethiopian lakes — m]i )
%Jhliuc(ﬂé; of reeds which are propelled \nthdlonhg pc;“ a!;
i ntity of reeds used, they
Demnd&:%c OT.;r:lc]eo?l}?mr ;eoptc but there is usu::::ﬁ
ammm?; h bouyancy to support two, the bomn"a?uscd
Only e r. both of whom stand. These boats y;] e
i passengle "shore or in the sheltered channel that i‘:dSt‘
o clolsekcgs only island, Istifanos - the Islandho =
e which lies close in along the northern s mi-desi
el The island is the site of one of Ethiopia’s {L o
s distinguished monasteries which was prod:;J g}ft
ke 1;ht-. 12th century. One of the earliest ?nd 1‘:
founde}ic}nﬂlustr;ted manuscripts of the Gospels, ¢ r:1l : h%
F:cfsn:r:lfe early 14th century, came to light here i
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Lake Abbaya. Gidicho girls at the weekly lakeside market.

b
!I\Qbifg;‘md is now kept in the National Museum in Addis
The Monastery of St. Ste
h i phen has always be
go:)b_iﬂgen to women. The only way to reach itai}ssb)t'hi;:
b%ats ; 31clhod ~you stand on one of the reed-bundle
Roaly }r; al"ic poled zlong the 500-foot channel between
carel‘u%l reeds. My two long-haired teenage sons were
el éfscruthnlwd- by the boatman to be sure they were
e X Xre they m:’rc taken across when we visited the
e [ugusl 1972 The present church is new and its
e tmuaure house — where a good collection of
mane w]?' shqnd _paintings is kept, is also new. The
e 5 1:_] is simply a low rounded hump of fertile
gﬂ:ntest!sm ,hextequ ubc_lut one-third of a mile at its
Ereaje Lh:lr::ghlcdand nsa‘val in shape. Itis dotted with small
s Plcheg n?onks I]ouses clustered in groups of three
s et il d.gdrdcns in between. Graceful palms grow
g gardensn Is s‘h’ore and there are citrus trees among
kg plav..:e bztllfzpos Is a remarkably peaceful and
R istory has now completely passed it
i tl:’nul]k IS;J:“;I outofthe past. Tana, a 100 timeslarger,
Bhe dcpzzelns nr _p}rcscnl._ A huge heart-shaped inland sea
et OIIS‘ ands, its immense expanses and rath
ow shores make it difficult to realise that it lies at 6 OOOlrcrr
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The level fluctuates two to four ft. i
¢ - in the couse
Iz;sv;lsd:l:ncrs accumulate and flow out over tgg natural
heginnine aft- ;lts south-castcm corner which marks lP;c
e brofdorl degrt(:inl Blue Nile. Tana's shores are lined
oderh of‘ﬁsh eedan papyrus bc_ds. The lake has several
e e an dused to be rich in hippopotamus. These
Al 1l}!]ﬂt;: Iaimost to extinction in recent times by
e Waste, ¢ Iowcr-cas!c people who still live in severa]
i ‘%cs along the lake-shore. The Wayto are th
mgicnn\:-hu earlier inhabitants who were alréady in lh:
e ony e]x]'n_ the ‘Agal‘l and Amhara who have dominated
it carlir:: lstorlcal_llmesarrnf'cd. There are no traces of
spoady | br ?J?cupatmn_of the islands, which nevertheless
s War:ta aaf Lc.kln their way of life the Wayto resemble
el of I? ¢ Zway and the Gatami and Gar{jule of
e ? akes. No one has ever studied the languages
e ey G e P o detemn
) | ely from the same stock
Taﬁ; onaZ\my. papyrus is used on Tana for boa;ls,m?]l\lie
ony l!::: l_pyrufs boat is different in certain details of
i %oo" rom that of Zway. Like the Zway boats
b e 'ats have been made in exactly the same way '1:.;
g s are}onc can remember.  Unlike the Zway béa‘ls
sl Propcl!ed with a paddle, those of Tana
Ppelled with long poles. Even on the open lake, Ihisr:

the year

supply surprisingly effective propulsion but most
boatmen avoid the open lake, because of the strong winds
that come up during the afternoon most of the year, and
stay in shallows close to the shore where their long poles
can be pushed against the bottom. Lake Tana is
comparatively shallow everywhere with no depth greater
than 40 feet being recorded.

Like all Ethiopian lakes, Tana is volcanic in origin but
vulcanism is much less recent here than it is in the Rift
Valley. The islands and shores show the effects of
weathering of rock, formation of deep soil and growth
and decay of vegetation over long periods of time. The
Tana islands are of several different types. Some are flat,
such as Debra Maryam near the outflow of the Blue Nile
at the south-eastern corner of the lake.  Along the eastern
shore there are many small rocky islands. Daga, located
almost in the centre of the lake, is the highest of the Tana
islands. It projects majestically from the lake like a small
mountain. To the west of it is the largest of all the
islands, a huge flat expanse of meadows and fields
interspersed with clusters of houses and giant sycamore
figs; it is called Dek.

Little is known about the earliest Christian penctration
into this region. Large old churches in the mountains
east of the lake, such as Bethlehem Maryam and Sendaba
Yesus, were founded in the 13th or 14th centuries. The
churches on the islands of Birgida, near the northern
shore of the lake, and Kebran, in the southern bay, are
reputed to have been built by the Ethiopian Emperor
Amda Tseyon who ruled from 1314-44. The mummified
body of an even earlier Ethiopian emperor, Yekuno
Amiak (1270-1285) is kept, along with the bodies of
several other emperors who ruled between the 14th and
17th centuries, in a building next to the church of 5t.
Stephen atop the island of Daga. It is clear that the
islands of this lake have had a special place in Ethiopian
religious and political life for a long time. During the
Muslim invasions of the 16th century, the Tana islands
became a place of refuge for religious and lay leaders and
many church treasures were brought to the islands for
safckeeping. The practice continued during the Galla
invasions of the next two centuries.

Most of the Tana islands came to be regarded as sacred
ground, forbidden to women, as they still are. The monks
and priests who served the churches came from many
parts of Ethiopia. For long periods of time there was
little connection between the religious life of the islands
and the life on the shore, for monastic communities were
Jargely self-sufficient.  The Zeghie Peninsula, on the
south-western shore of the lake, was an exception. Here
large monastic communitics existed among Amhara
agricultural settlements whose main occupation was
coffee-growing. Trade on the lake was dominated by
Wayto who transported coffee, skins, grain and salt in
their papyrus boats. This trade has never died and large
numbers of papyrus boats still ply the lake. One of their
main cargoes today is firewood for the inhabitunts of

Bahr Dar which is unloaded every afternoon on the rocky
landing site below the church of Bahr Dar Giyorgis while
a large colony of crested cranes looks down from their
nests in tall trees in the churchyard.

Of the islands only Dek maintained a natural
agricultural population. It is still thickly inhabited and
cultivated. These people now regard themselves as
Amhara but they may well include descendants of pre-
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Lake Tana. A monk reads scripture on the porch of the church of
Gabriel on the island of Kebran. Note papyrus boat leaning against
the wall behind him.

Arr‘n(hura inhabitants. At least four churches still exist on
Dek.

Farly European visitors to Ethiopia seldom visited any
of the Tana islands. 1t is astonishing to realise that the
shores and islands of this lake were thoroughly explored
only in the early 1930s by the intrepid British traveller,
Major Cheesman.  No anthropological research of
consequence has yet been done on Lake Tana. In recent
years attention has been concentrated on the old churches
with their manuscrips, paintings and colourful, if often
fanciful, traditions. King Menelik I, sen of the Queen of
Sheba and King Solomon, is reputed to have brought the
Ark of the Covenant to the island of Tana Cherqos on
the eastern shore. The priests there show visitors where
they claim to be several early Jewish relics and
Frumentius, who brought Christianity to Ethiopia in the
fourth century, is also supposed to have visited there.
There is nothing mythical about the well preserved,
illustrated manuscripts of the Gospels kept in the
churches on the islands of Kebran and Debra Maryam.
They are among the oldest in Ethiopia. Many of the
churches have beautiful wall paintings and icons. The
delicately painted Zara Yakob Madonna in the unusual



Tectangular church on Daga dates from the mid-

l‘.‘tl’._l‘l[tlry. The small island of Narga, west of Dek, hgslosl:i:
of the lake’s newer churches in a setting of unusual charm,
Two square towers, in nco-Portuguese style, guard the
approaches to this church which is dedicated to the
. rinity. It was built by the Empress Mentuab who lived
in Gondar in the 18th century and was a great patron of

e her own

More than any other Ethiopian lak i
special position in the country}']s histor;: lﬁg?oﬁﬁlrgmg
sentiment. As the source of the Blue Nile, it is g ;
natural reservoir which ensures a minimal,ﬂow Thithe
great river at all times of the year, g
Lake Tana has immense agriculturs

building of a mode i
cling SN power station at the Fs
Blue Nile a few miles downstream from itsm i gl

the lake. A plan has also been developed for expansion

frequent visits of tourist b, i
oats which can be hired in Ba
Dar and Gorgora,  As Ethiopia changes around th.-l:?:r

the islands of | ake Tana are changing very little, It is

Just as well. The o Tius It
Christian culture, ¥ are a living museum of Ethiopian

96

- ; BIBLIOGRAPHY

. ¢ author visited each of the lak

éslapds described above, some ol’at;:;ngc\]??:; A
ring the years 1969-72, Writing on thets Lk

are few and scattered. 5

lands of and Cha in hi

}S‘Iu;fariiffp:em, Stuttgart (Kohlhammcl?,olgl& o Cg;fé’a

pcoi)le (?fbelr.;aknd has published the only ncco{mIt}pé:" lhc-

people.of e “"’onchn, Bemerkungen zyr Kultur und

X;)J EQI(f() er;i?:‘.’h’a ;;n g’anc}:f-Scc, Rome (Tipografia P?n
, . ajor R. E, ¥ i

Tana a.'{d the gﬁue Nile, Sﬁ e:‘i‘:T? S

1936, will never be equalled unti]

water he did, though a
notes on some of the

B : Antiquities of Norh
p;a uttgart (Brockhaus), 1965, pp. 64-74. C i

M. S. Wi "Twixt Sirdar g
Y{orf by S:Iby, ?1';:,\! .S‘m!gr & Menelil:, London/New
Sha!a: “-hiéhppﬁcihg-l;i gives a bgcf account of Lake
el oo thcr_ books which
e €rences to some of the lakes discussed above
0. G. s, Crawford, £
Socret;. Car_nbrfdgc. 1958

r. Francisco Alverez, The Prester J, e

Hakluyt Society, Cambridge, 194 Ifrlu{-j;? r;g{lﬁ::;;’na’ws,

Sylvia P. 7
i Iggrsl.khurst, Ethiopia, q Cultural History,

Igg;ward Ullcndorff, Ethiopia and the Bible,

thiopian Ttineraries, Ha kluyt

London,
David Buxton, The Abyss:'m‘ans, London, 1970,

Ethiopia in the Seventeenth and Early
Eighteenth Centuries: The Report of
Ambassador Mikael and the Imaginary

Description of John Campbell

by Richard

With the expulsion of the Jesuits in 1632-3 Ethiopia
“ad become relatively isolated from the West, which

as thus deprived of up-to-date information about the
~ur-off African * Kingdom of Prester John™.

The arrival of an Ethiopian envoy in Cairo in 1658
was therefore an event of consideruble interest and
importance. The ambassador, as was frequently the case
with Ethiopian envoys in those days of difficult com-
munication, was not a man of the country but a foreigner,
usually a well-nigh professional traveller who happened
be moving around in the area for purposes of trade. The
ambassador in question, who was on his way to the
Ottoman Empire bringing presents from Emperor
Fasiladas, including a zebra, an animal much prized, in
those days, was called Mikael, and is said to have been a
Roman Catholic Arab from Tripoli, in Syria. Fortuna-
tely for posterity he came in contact while in Egypt with
the famous French traveller, Jean de Thévenot (1633-
1667) who left an account of the Arab’s visit and has
something to tell us of the latter’s report on the country
in whose service he had come.

Thévenot’s records first appeared in his great work the
Relation d'un voyage fait au Levant, which was published
in Paris between 1664 and 1684, an English translation
entitled The Travels of Monsieur de Thévenot into the
Levant appearing a little later in 1687. Chapter LXVIII
of Part I, a very brief chapter, gives us a useful account
of Mikael, his embassy and the aforesaid zebra. Writing
of the year 1658 our author (English edition, Part I,
page 237) declares:

“ The arrival of an Ambassadour of A-thiopia at Caire,
With the Presents he brought for the Grand Signior.

IN the month of October an Ambassadour of Ethiopia
came to Caire, with several Presents for the Grand
Signoir, and among others an Ass that had a most
delicate Skin, if it was Natural, for | will not vouch
for that, since I did not examine it.

This Ass had a black List down the Back, and the rest
of its Body was all begirt with White and Tawny streaks,
a finger broad a piece; the Head of it was extraordinarily
long, striped and partly coloured as the rest of the Body:
its Ears like a Bussles, were very wide at the end, and
black, yellow and white; its Legs streaked just like the
Body, not long ways, but round the Leg in fashion of a
Garter down to the Foot, and all in so good proportion
and Symmetry, that no Lynx could be more exactly
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Pankhurst

spotted, nor any Skin of a Tygre so pretty. The Ambas-
sadour had two more such Asscs, which died by the way,
but he brought their Skins with him, to be presented fo
the Grand Signior, with the live one. He had also
several little black Slaves of Nubia, and other Countreys,
confinging on -Ethiopia, Civet, and other costly things
for his Present. These little Blacks, (as I said before)
serve to look after the Women in the Serraglio, afier
that they are Gelded. The Ambassadour was an Old
Man, and had the end of his Nose, part of the upper and
under Lip cut off, but was otherwise a shapely Man,
and of a very good Presence: He was Cloathed after the
Cophtish fashion, wearing a Turban like them, and
spoke very good Italian, which gave me the opportunity
of conversing with him: He told me his name was
Michael, that he was a Native of Triply, in Syria, and
that he had made three or four Voyages into Christen-
dom; he even confessed to me, that he was a Roman
Catholick, but that he durst not make profession of it
in «Ethiopia, but only of the Abyssin, that is to say, the
Religion of the Cophtes. That eighteen months before,
he had parted from Gontar, the Capital City of £thiopia,
and was so long retarded by the way, because of the
contrary Winds he met with on the Red Sea, by which he
came, That of an hundred Persons whom he had
brought with him, of his own Servants and the Slaves,
he was to present to the Grand Signior, thirty or forty
were Dead. If he had come by Land, he had not been so
long by the way; for from Gontar to Schouaguen, it is
about six weeks Journey. and from Schonaguen to Caire
forty or fifty days by Camels; but he could not take
that way because of his Train. He told me many things
relating to the Kingdom of 4Ethiopia, which I shall here
give the Reader an account of."”

In the following chapter, Chapter LXIX, Thévenot
provides us with a succinct account of what Mikael
had told him about Ethiopia and its history of the pre-
vious century or so. He also touched on the religion of
the people and on the countries which paid taxes to the
Emperor before entering on a relatively lengthy discus-
sion on the manner in which the Ethiopians obtained
musk from the civet cat. Reference is also made in this
chapter to such varied questions as the status of women
in Ethiopia, the detention for political reasons of the
Ethiopian royal children on the mountain of Wahni,
the various provinces of the realm and their divers
climates, a royal library which the envoy claimed to
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e JUars ago, Greyy, Mahomer, Kin !

:r{go?cmcdlnhabnqms are all Moors, l'm’u%c?jr«:zﬁf:rg?z; ?f

. wl;;:c the King (o Save himself op g Mounla‘?na
ence he sent to demang assistance of the King'

Soffala and Guiney. These Mines are not deep, as in
many other Countreys, From that Countrey also
comes the Civet. I think it will not be amiss, here to say
somewhat of Civets, which are so rare in our Countrey,
as that they deserve to be taken notice of where one can
find them. They are called Civet-Cats, come from Naria,
(as I just now said) and are taken in Snares. The Jews
in Caire keep many of them in their Houses, where for
buying a few drachms of Civet, one may see them,
It is a Beast almost as big as a good Dog; it hath a
sharp Snout, small Eyes, little Ears, and mustachios

he marcheq
Ihr_cc hundred Mus.-

N i o :

féﬁ; :f‘"d F]hcn e-established (pe lawfy Kfﬂ;”ff} like a Cat; the Skin of it is aJ) spotted black and white,
a Pla. For reward of Wwhich Service the k with some yellowish specks, and hatha long bushy Tail,

i :l ’;’g‘?’cdgﬂvp Lands ang Estates 1 all 11'1‘-: Pon:;gic?g almost like a Fox. It is a very wild Creature: and |
age stirl}in IK:I‘IIII i i?o""“mfls- and their Off.sprip believe the bite of it would put a body to no small pain.
U Countrey, 4 - The Jews keep them in great square wooden Cages,

where they feed them with raw Mutton and Beaf, cut
into small Pieces. When they would get from them that
which is called Civei, (and is the Sweat of this Beast, that
smells so sweet) they make him go back with a stick
which they thrust in’ betwixt the Bars of the Cage and
catch hold of his Tail: where they have that fast, they
take hold also of his two hind Legs, pulling him half out
of the Cage by the Door, which falls down upon his
Back, and keeps him fast there, then another opens a
certain Cod of Flesh that these Beasts have, which is

Impatient|y
the late King her Hygp
g he and, wrought upon her § H
lsl'l:i'i.lcc‘i‘]j;d 1‘1_rm. 1o Persecute all the Rgman LCr'mErTa’:'EA]-‘.:t
:J':e}' wis m.ifmcr that the Jesuirs were obliged 1 mako,
Cape, and he PUt to Death alj the Capucins Whom

scrapes all the Sweat off of it within, The Males have
that piece of Flesh betwixt their Stones and Yard,
which is like a Cats. The Females have it betwixt their
Fundament and Privities: and it is emptied of the
Sweat but twice a Week, each Beast yielding about a
drachm at a time, by what I could discern. When that
Sweat or Excrement js taken out, it is of a whitish grey,
but by little and little in some short space it turns to a
very brown colour. [t smells Very sweet at a distance,
but near hand it stinks and causes a Head-ach. There
are as many kinds of Civet-Sweat, as there are of Civet-
Cats, for it is more whitish, greyish, or vellowish, and
dryer in some than in others, and yet they mingle all

Lo death thpge three Relig | ]
8lous Franks, The
Sdmr;;-:&eu caused thejr Heads to be in?n?;;?;!{;?r
SNt them to gpe King of .f.*i:.fap.-}:ry

rank w i 50 thy roihy: i i
= :ﬁ)}:}ﬁgﬁwuu!d £0 Into that Countrey must pasg l:-o? together.  After all, it is in vain to think to have pure
are of the C';;!ﬁ;f;.iﬁfﬁ; II‘_o; the King and aj his People Civet, for the Jews falsifie it: and if a Man imagine it to
. Cigion.  They befiay, be pure because he has seen it taken from the Beast, he
Nature o Y believe by i :
ature in Jegys Christ: Ay the end of eight da ;J 4 is mistaken, for before People come to their Houses, they
i ey rub the inside of that piece of Flesh, with a little Oyl

Ircumcise, as the Jews

after, do. and Buppise 4 Fortnight

they Baptised
¥ f. » of Age,
0, but their Chyreh.
/'Erl_noplck Languugc. Their Putr:'{-trrtg
PdITI(Il’f:'h of Alexandria ang when the
nnsch Abyssiny dics, they send Deputies 14
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o :heorg\c:‘\:-i}::;;:g hh.'siu-(“fgrg_',’{_:l chuses oy the fittest
m hem, 12 sends, bug js never any

heard of i .»J;_r?'_rpr. till he be Deag. Ar‘tcra!f:flrl-ﬁ:‘\\r:;?:;]sﬂc

or some such stuff, that so the Sweat and it together may
make more weight, but when no body s present. they
take it out pure, and mingle it afterwards. To find out
the truth of this, I went one day to the House of a Jew
that kept Civet Cats, without giving him notice before,
(for because 1 had bought a little of him, and promised
1o come again another time, he asked me as often as he
saw me, what day | would come) and having desired
him to get me some i

not the day he used to take it out; and having returned
without acquainting him before, upon one of the days

: i of the Peop] f the
are Cat -k Pie of the Counqrey q :
Tm.r,_.hgf.:.;'i;-;;" ;i'?'r Heart. ; g when he said he was accustomed to gather it, he refused
Lthiopia, 1o wi{ Ings that pay Tribute to the King of then also to do it, pretending business, which confirmed
: £ all that had been told me of that maitter, In the mean

! : he King of Sennar, ays hj
:f;;I(r]:rrr‘l’\r l i'qrses.} Sennar is 3 very halr .C:ﬁgtr%:') ; T’]l::
Ki Aaria, Who pays his Trib i i
King of Bugia, angd Kin pale, Nopo o
& of Bugia, 3 2 of Dangaly. Narig is ;
‘tarl}i;lr;:g ,dhnd.m that Coumrcy are Ih; anci Jof??)?‘
» HIEY have the Golg that passes on the Cogsys of |

time they hold these Beasts very dear for having asked
that Jew and others also, how much they would have of
me, for a Civer Cat, they all told me, an hundred Chequins.
Dangala, is the Capital City of Nubia, the King of
Dangala, is King of the Barberins, who are a Kind of
Blacks, of the Musulman Religion, that came in crouds
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to Caire to get Services; the are so

very faithful, and serve for ya sma!lmn‘:;ttl::'
Maidins a day, or g Maidin and their Diet;’
make them do whatsoever You please, e
blew-Shirt, plat all their
it over with a certain Oyl, to keep their Head from bein,
Lousie. i

them Friends,
them to pay a Fne, wiith which they Feast
mery together,
Flesh; and when any
they come and beg
pretty good Sawee. When those blades have scraped
together ten or twelve Fiasires, they return home again
wealthy to their own Countrey, provided they escape
being Robbed by the Araps upon the way, who many
times serve them <o, therefore they commonly return in
companies, as they came, The King of Dangala pays
his Tribute to the King of Athiopia, in Cloath. "The
Provinces of ALthiopia, are Gouyan, (where the King
keeps a Vice-Roy.) Beghandir, Dambia, Amara, (which
is a great Province full of Mountains and good Castles)
Damond Tegre, - and Barnegas. Besides, there are
several Provinces Governed by Princes, who are Vassals
to the King of £thiopia. In short, the Kingdom of
Ethiopia, comprehends twenty four Tambours or Vice
Roys. The Capital City is called Gonthar, and is in the
Province of Dambia. Athiopia, (as the Ambassadour told
me) is as cold as Aleppo or Damaseus, only the Countris
near the Red-Sea, and the Countrey of Sennar are hot,
The King of £thiopia has above an hundred Wives, and
keeps no Eunuchs to look after them, because they
look upon it as a Sin to Geld a Man; so that the
Women have the same liberty there as in Christendom.
i ic access, and the poorest have

silly, but
for two

please. He keeps all his Children on a Mountain,

called Ouohthni, in the Province of Oinadaga, which is a

Mountain two days Journey distant from Gonthar;

there is a place like a Cistern on the top of the Mountain,

into which they are let down every night, and taken up

again in the day-time, and suffered to play and walk

about. When the King dies, they chuse oui one of the
wittiest of them, and make him King, without any
regard to Birth-right: and when he comes to have
Children, he sends his Brothers Prisoners to some other
place, and places his Children at Ouohhni, The place
where the Kings are Buried, is called Ayesus, and is a
kind of Grott; where the Aged are laid in one side, and
the young in the other. Meretofore there was a Church
there of the same name, in time of the Jesuits; and in the
same place, there is an excellent Library, where are all
sorts of Books in all kinds of Linguages in great plenty,
and may be seen by those who have the Curiosity. The
Ambassadour assured me, that he had been in that
Library, and I fancy it is the old Library of the Ancient
Athiopians. Arthiopia is a good and fertile Countrey,
producing Wheat, Barley, &c. The greatest Desarts of
it, are not above three or four days Journey over; and
nevertheless, when the King makes any progress, he
always lodges in Tents. The Houses of the great Lords,
are like those of Caire. that is to 54y, Very mean in
respect of the Houses of Europe, and the rest are only
of Mud. The Countrey affords men of al| Trades,
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except Watch-makers. They have no Camels there, but
Mules, Asses, Oxen and Horses. All the people of this
Cﬂuntrey cat raw Flesh, except the King, who has it
dress’d, and drinks Wine of Grapes; the rest drink only
Wine made of Millet or Sarasin wheat, but as strong as
ours, and Brandy made of the same Grain, They are
Cloathed after the fashion of the Franks, and ‘wear
Cloath, Velvet and other Stuffs imported to them by the
Red-Sea. They have Harquebusses from the Turks, and
of those People, there are not about three or four
hundred, who serve in the Wars with Harquebusses. In
Trading they make no use of Coined Money, as the
Europeans do, but their money are pieces of fifteen or
twenty Pics of Cloath, Gold, which they give by weight,
and a kind of Salt, which they reduce into little square
pieces like pieces of Soap, and these pass for Money.
They cut out that Salt upon the side of the Red-Sea, five
or six days Journey from Dangala, as you go from
Caire, and the places where they make it, are called
Arho. Among them is the Nation of the Gaules, whom
in <Ethiopick they call Chava, and are a Vagabond
people in Athiopia, as the Arabs are in ALgypr; these
Gaules are rich in Cattel, and are always at Wars with
the Lrhiopians. They have no Harquebusses, nor other
Fire-Arms but make ‘use of Lances and Targets. After

seventy two Languages, they are all spoken in Ethiopia,
I asked his Excellency if he knew any thing of the Source
of the Nile, and this he told me concerning it. The head
of Nile is a Well that springs out of the Ground in a
large Plain, where many Trees grow; this Fountain is
called, Quembromma, and is in a Province called Ago.
It makes that a very delightful place, casting up Water
very High in several places: And this Ambassadour of
“Ethiopia assured me, that he had been above twelve

about that Fountain, which is twelve days, Journey from
Gonthar, the Capital City of Ahiopia. This Spring
sends its Water Northwards through a long tract of
Land, which having passed seven Cataracts or Falls,
‘hat are very high places, from which it falls plumb
fown, making a roaring noise at every one of these
cascades, and having run through all ALeypt, it dis-
tharges itself into the Mediterranean Sea, by the two
nouths of Rossetto and Damiette.  Now the cause
shy Nile overflows so regularly in the Summer-time, js
nly because when they have Summer in Agypt, it is
Vinter in Ethiopia, where for three months time, the
\ain that continually falls running by Torrents into the
1in River, makes it to swell extraordinarily, and never-
teless, there are no Mountains near to that Spring
sad: for the Mountains that are nearest to it, are the
'ws Mountains, whereof I shall make some mention
wreaficr, and these are three Weeks Journey from it.
is a Vulgar errour then, that th's River has its Source
om an unknown place; as also that those who live
ar the Cateracts of Nile, are deaf; and a greater still
1at some say, that the Grand Signior pays Tribute to the
ing of £thiopia to let the Nifp run in its usual Channel:
rit is not in his power to divert it. The Mountains of
= Jews are but two in number, of which the one is
lled Semain; and the other, Sallent, They were hereto-
‘¢ Inhabited by Jews, who became powerful under the
mmand of one called Ghidhon, which the King of

“Ethiopia perceiving, marched out against them, reduced

them to duty; and at length that they might attempt no

Innovation for the future, he dispossessed them of the

Mountains, and brought them down into a Plain Inha-

bited by Christians, whom he sent into their Mountains;

on which there always Iyes a great deal of Snow."

Thévenot’s work made a notable impact in 17th
centry Europe where it ran into several editions which
were published in Paris, London and Amsterdam.
Excerpts or condensations of the book also found their
way into other works. Mikael's report on Ethiopia was
thus reproduced, without any acknowledgement to
Thévenot, in John Ray’s A Collection of Curious Travels
& SVOJ?KH which appeared in London in 1693 (pages

175-82).

This latter work appended to Mikael's account a sum-
mary of what was then known about Ethiopia in Europe
on the basis of the 161h century Portuguese traveller,
Alvarez, the 17th century Jesuit, Tellez, and others, Ray's
text (Chapter 111, pages 183-6) reads as follows:

* More Observations of Eihiopia, by Father Lobo,
Father Alvarez, Father Tel lez, and others: extracted
JSrom their Portuguese Voyages.

* The Rains begin to fall in June, and continue July,
August, and part of September, which make the Nile
swell and overfiow in those Months, Father Tellez says,
the Mountains of Habessinig are much higher than our
Alps and Pyrenean Hills; these render the Country
Mmore lemperate and healthful, and make that torrid
Climate tolerable to the European Bodies: There s
plenty of good Spring and Herbage. In the midst of
the Plains there rise up many steep Rocks of wonderful
Figures and Shapes, on the tops whereof are Woods,
Meadows, Fountains, Fish-ponds, and other convenien-
cies of Life: The Natives get up to them by Ropes, and
crane up their Cattel: These are like so many Fortresses,
which defend the Natives against the sudden Incursions
of barbarous Nations on all sides.

“This Kingdom abounds with Metals, but they
neglect to work them, lest Turkish or other Invasions
should follow, if such Baits were discover'd. Their
Winter is from May to September, the Sun then passing
and repassing perpendicular over their Heads. During
this season, once every day it rains Torrents, and thunders
most violently, which are accompanied sometimes with
sudden and furious Hurrica nes.

*The Jesuits residing in the Province of Zambea
observ’d both the Poles, the Antarctick higher with his
cross Stars: In this tract of Heaven there is as it were a
Cloud or Blot full of little Stars, as our Via Lacrea.

“The Animals of this vast Kingdom are, the Hippo-
potamus, or River-Horse, which makes great devastation
in their Plantations, Crocodiles, Rhinocerots, Elephants,
Lyons, Tygers, Panthers, Camelopardalus, Gazels, Zem-
bra’s, Civer-Cats; great varicties of Monkeys, Apes, and
Baboons; Ostriches, Cassowars, Turtles, Locusts in
prodigious numbers. The ordinary Trees are. the Date,
Coco, Tamarind, Cassia, Oranges, Musa, or Plantane,
Cotton-Trees with many others peculiar to the Climate
and Region.

“In one year they will have three several crops of
Rice, Millet, Tef-Seed, (their common Food ten times
less than Mustard-Seed) of Wheat, and other European
Grains, yet the Locusts often devour all, and bring on
Famines.
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” ¢ a Drink of Honey, burnt Rice, Water,
and Eh%{'on;akcall‘d .S'm;{:’ol:t }'[I'hcé have no Mills, but

i ir Grain with the Hand.
gn'?%?ijattharavans pass up and down the Country, to
and from the Sea-Ports, with Merchandise. I_nkmancylf
places the Towns and Villages are extreamly thick, an
ver ulous. ) )

-?sﬁzfv sometimes lies on the lugh Mountains of
Ethiopia, especially those called Semain and Sallent, or
the Jews Hills, This part of Africk called Habessinia, ‘1:
much the highest of the Quarter of the _World, thcf grea
Rivers running East, North, z}nd Wes{, as / ﬂ":\lu.\,
Hanaczo, the Nile, Niger, or Gambia, the Zaire, &c. taking
o late | d Commentaries on his

chs ffus in his late learne omment:
Er!aii;r{:'i!Hismry. figures several {\lllmqls proper to
these African Regions: as, 1. Tigris erbiculis mmu;{s
variegata. 2. Tigris maculis virgaris. 3. Pardus maculis

s varius.

Je?‘%g"ﬁabeufne Ports towirds the Red-Sea are very
ill guarded, therefore the Turks are in posscsstgp oj
Arkiko and Marzua. The Habessines arc not ‘ad l?lt‘d
to Navigation, they Trade only with ;he Arabians, an 1
carry their Goods to Suaquena, Arkiko, and Ma.rzuar.
The Armenians often get entrance into the Country,
where they are very well received.

* The Arabians come in their Barks cross the Red-
Sea, from Mocha, Aden, Ziden, Cameron, and_ olhecrl
Ports: Few of the Habessines pass over into Arabia, an
when they do, they dissemb!q their Religion, and dis-
guise themselves in the Habits of Musulmans. This
comes from Hubert Klock, ;rﬁlst;s Letters to the Dutch

-India-Company, Anno 2

Ea'?!:l;c]?:r Hie!g‘;yfna Lobo observ'd the Red-Sea wl
be navigable only in the middle, in wluch‘arc some smgl
Islands and Rocks above Water, of little danger in
clear weather: The two Shoars of Arabia and thm:ulm
are of very bad passage, full of Shoals, Rocks, and Corals.
The entrance of this Sea is the clearest and deepest on
the side of Arabia, and is the ordinary passage for!SIhlp_us
of burthen, the other part of the mouth towards £ uo;u;:
is full of Flats and Shoals, so that none ventures thr-:)ugf
but little Vessels: The Pearl-fishing is near the Island ?d
Deleca. On several parts of this Sea we ohsc?«
abundance of reddish Spots made by a Weed resemb! ing
Cargaco (or Sargasso) rooted in the bottom, and floating
in some places. Upon strict examination it proy‘cd to
be that which we found the Ethiopians call Sufo, us'd ug
and down for dying their Stuffs and Cloths of a rec
colour, (perhaps this may be one of the Roccella's in

Imperati, a fucus or Alga an.rorm,_)‘ )

Europe’s knowledge of Ethiopia, as illustrated hyl the
above passage, had by now been greatly enhanced by lhler
careful researches of the German scholﬂ]’. Hiob Ludo
(1624-1704). The Latin text of the latter’s great hxstorl);,
the Historia Aethiopica, had been pubhslu.-_d in Frar} -
furt in 1681, and English and French versions, A New
History of Ethiopia and Nouvelle {'Its_.'wrc d Abbrmme_:i
ou d’Ethiopie in London and Paris in 1682 and 168

spectively.

m{");z Gcr):'nan's lengthy study, which was soon comple-

mented by a series of appendices, largely _supgrscd:;d the

Ethiopian interest of‘l‘hé\'enm'sl work, which it ncw_:rE.he-

less cited in referring to ** Michael, the Habessinian,
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Embassadour to the Emperour of the Turks ™ (English
edition, page 396). 5 & g
opean interest in Ethiopia received a new impetus
in EL;; E:rly 18th century with the publication of the
memoirs of the French physician, Charles Jacques Poncet
(died 1706), an English account of whose_travels to
Gondar, A Voyage to Aethiopia, appeared in London
m.i?g:nuntion or so later the B;itish'poct and author
Samuel Johnson (1709-1784) while still a young man
translated Le Grand’s French version of the Jesuit
Jeronymo Lobo's travels into English, with the title 4
Voyage to Abyssinia (London, 1735). ere at this
Narratives of such travels to d1s1'.a§.nll |;md§ were at t 1[5
time read in Britain with great avidity, with the result
that one of Johnson's friends and contempories, a young
lawyer called John Campbell (1708-1775), delct_dcd [P try
his hand at a purely imaginary travel book \xhl;:h{yms m
carry his readers to visit the East in their m:n(Ks_c_u_,_.
Campbell himself was no trm:cllcr.l for as A. Il_};éﬂ;b
observes in his Biographia Britannica (London, .
111, page 214): L
Vqlusn;cwholil; gid he Jdcdicatc h|_s time to books, lhaﬁ he
seldom went abroad: but to rcIm:'c I_nmsclf, as ar:llfct as'
possible, from the inconveniences incident to a sod Ll?tar)
life, it was his custom when the weather would a mlr : hlio
walk in his garden; or otherwise, in some room of his
way of exercise.” L
ho%;%:;h hg never himself visited Ethiopia Ca;np_bcl;
seems to have familiarised himself with the prmctl};:n
17th century accounts of the country as well as o rcl:
parts of the East and therefore presents a by no ml‘c?hc
improbable account of conditions in those parts o
“oﬁ‘}gaelling himself on real tmve]_lcrs such as Thcvcm;ll.
and adopting the guise of a certain Edward E.krown. D}
produced a book entitled The Travels and Adle;nn:tre.r
Edward Brown, Esq.; . . . Containing his ob:ren_afmm on
France and Italy; his voyage to the Levant; his fc:c‘m;m
of the Isle of Malta; his remarks in his journey t iro rr_ e
lower and upper Egypt: together with a brief des_cnpl IOE
of the Abyssinian empire. The first edition ofdthls W md
issued from the printers ir_l L]a_;lsd;n in 1739, and a secon
ition, in two volumes, in i
Cdglomnbg!:'\;?n::ginan' Travels and Adventures \takcs L{s
in due course to Suez where, we are ln!d. the ao::x ?f a
certain lsouf Aga was ill, or as " Edward Brr%“g |§
made to say, the boy's * Head wasla'nuch out ud T e;la
the full and Change of the Moon.”" The goo _tralx;gr e;
promptly cures the young man - by admmlstcrmg' Imof
dose of snuff. Campbell, who was doubtless a:}: ;rc]
the visit to Ethiopia of the French physwr.lt'n. o ar| _cr:;
Poncet, claims that his hero was rewarded with t clgl
of some manuscripts written by a French surgeon 205:;55
resident in that country. Brown (1739 edition, page
is thus made to report: )
* E.hh]s return lhtpoffgﬂ' made me a Present r;f s]f‘flra:g
Curiosities, and of a quantity of Papers whic i
belonged to a Frank who had died at h!s I:Igys%a rz
could not tell of what Nation he was, tho’ by his & 1;::15
it should seem he was a Fr:n_ciin;sa?].‘syrrzgc\izf{?s ;f iﬁ
: eon, and had lived in Ethiopi T 5
:’cgﬁgf?fmm whence with some Difficulty he :.s]claped ;12
Suez in the hopes without question, that from thence
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-might find Way of returning to Europe.” through which the Njje ies i : i i Exchange throughout the Empire, but with great
e " Passes, and lies in the West " not to be described. 1 have often change ) 4 )
Brown, We are assured, was deeply interested jn the of Ethiopia, Here | got releas’cd. and was kienm;senf:::.t TIB"ZL{"}SOE‘O?}E?: "::ld from a hundred other Circum- Variation in their Value, for on the Sea Coast sixty of
Fr_c.nchm:.ms documents, for as he says (page 265): tained by many of the People who had been formerly thou D Abys;fnfa might be stiled the Land of Con. them are equal to a Sequin, whereas in other Parts a
To divert the Time as well as I could | beganto look  converted by the Portuguese Fathers, ang gy still retain seeovady At first Sight this Expression will appear  Sequin will fetch but five, nay, but three. Mountains are
then e o o T st bl e e, S oy, & Fight of T, bt i1 T 3 Sy vy et ik e o e Rocks s
Biven me by Isouf Aga. mongst them I found an exacp Catholicks, | then traversed this great Lake d turni i ati ince it reconciles at once the up like Pillars, whi A :
and consise Description of the Empire of Abyssinia Next to the South, entered 7 A g weighty Observation, since : impregnable in thsir Nature; these are stiled Amba's.
F : 4 5 s Ha, . the Kingdom of Gojam le Accounts we have from different Authors. preg I ? - ¥
concerning which I had assid uously enquired ar Cairo, where in two Da : s oppasie e f ; b There are also Chains of Mountains running this Way
i ¥s Journey I passed from the River ** As to the Fertility of this Country, who would not be !
but was able to Iearn no more News concerning it than Nile, where it was Jarge i S 1o te. oL : ; ; d that, affording very narrow Passages from one
i 2 arge and rapid, and had ryn at least @ d t when he is told that there are always two, and that, e P
if 1 had been at Geneva or Londoy except that the three hundred Miles. &5 » and | : led to admire it whe | ; Province 10 another, and lying in some Places vo ac
, : ¢ : s : 5, 10 11s Source, the River forming the . s three Harvests, and yet there is no Place Tovin 1 > ATES:
Riches of this extensive Empire were brought into Fi ik 2 ich i B, and sometimes three s : lige the Travellers to pass over them, which cannot be
_ ) t sure of an fralick O, the Top of which j and lobe the Inhabitants of which are so often oblige the ; : - : i
Egypt by the Nubian Caravans. In reading this Djs. represents the ne: 3 s OPeD, an on the Globe the Inhabi . ; iy s formed but with great Trouble and Danger. Besides
c presents the near Approach of the winding Body of : ith Famine. This arises from various Causes, perlorme v : i _
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or to avoid Reproach. It is certain, that before the
Abyssines were converted to Chrlsliamty_, lhcyl were
Jews; and it is as certain that they still retain a Mixture
of Judiasm in their Religious Customs. As to their
heretical Notions, they arc chiefly such as flow from the
Eutychian Heresy. Our Missmnar_ics magnify them
excessively, and yet they are more solicitous to introduce
Submission to the Papal See, than to set them right in any
other Point; and yet a Man of any ordinary Under-
standing cannot fail, on a short Acquaintance with these
People, to discover that this is the last Point to be touched
upon, as Experience hath shewn: that continually
insisting upon it, hitherto hath kept the Catholick
Relgion out of Ethiopia, and has even made it odious
there, insomuch that the Bulk of the People would rather
embrace Mohammedisn.

*“ The Abyssines worship God with great Devotion;
and there are amongst them such a Multitude of
Churches, that one is always within Sight of another; and
there are frequently several within Sight of each other.
The Clergy are meek innocent People; and all the
Monks labour with their Hands for their Subsistance.
They fast very rigorously, tasting neither Meat ner Drink
‘till Evening; and they give to those that ask them
whatever they ask; and therefore it is no Wonder that
Ethiopia is over burden'd with Beggars. In Marriage only
their Morals are irregular, inasmuch as they retuin the
Jewish Custom of divorcing upon the slightest Occasions,
the Man and Woman marrying again where they please.
On this Head it is very remarkable that a Hushand
frequently pardons Adultery, but if his Wife scolds he
divorces her without Mercy. The Missionaries, while they
were in this Country, took a great deal of Pains to rectify
this Abuse; and it must be acknowledg'd, to the Honour
of the Portuguese Fathers, that as many of them died
Martyrs, and as all of them lived Confessars, so they
maintain'd an Apostolick Purity in their Conduct, and
have, since their Deaths, been reverenced as Saints, not-
withstanding the Aversion the People have for the
Catholick Religion, founded solely on the Apprehensions
they have of the Pope's Supremacy, which they call a
bare-faced Usurpation, inconsistent with their ecclesiasti-
cal and civil Rights,

“ As to the Government of Ethiopia, it is as every
Thing in this Country is, full of Contradictions. The
Emperor stiles himself King of Kings, boasts sometimes
of numberless Provinces under his Subjection, asserts his
sole Property in the Soil of Abyssinia, which is acknow-
ledged by his Subjects, who are all Tenants at Will, and
are frequently dispossessed.  As there is no Money in his
Dominions, he takes his Revenue in Kind, the tenth
Cow every third Year, the tenth Piece of Cloth from
every Weaver, and so in other Things. Yet this Monarch
is very far from being absolute, for the great Men
frequently prescribe Laws to him, and the Loyalty of his
Subjects hangs very loose about them; so that tho’ they
acknowledge their Emperor for a despoatic Prince, yetitis
with this Salvo, that when he does not please them, he
shall be no longer their Emperor.  After this Accuunt,
I need scarce add that the People are very poor and miser-
able, since it is plain a Civil War makes all People so;
and ten Years is a long Truce in Ethiopia, where in
Time of Peace the Nation are mast abject Slaves. When
the Emperor bestows a Government, a Herald proclaims
at the Door of the Tent: His Imperial Majesty hath

been pleased to make such a one his Slave, Ruler over such -

a Province. And he does the same Thing when he takes

a Lady to his Wife. The Phrase then is; His Majesty

hath made such a one his Slave Empress. 1n the Abyssinian

Language a King is call'd Negus. Their Monarch they

stile Negus Negasta, which is as much as to say, King of

Kings. Formerly the Abyssinian Monarchs made use of

two Ministers to transact all publick Affairs, being them-

selves scarce ever seen by their Subjects. These Ministers
were stiled Betudets, and were in fact Mayors of the

Palace, or in other Words, Kings, while the Emperor,

with all his Titles, was but a Cypher; but within these

hundred Years the Emperors have condescended to be

Men, and, in consequence thereof, have resumed their

Authority. The Prime Minister, when there is one, js

stiled Raz, and his Office is much the same with that of

the Vizir Azem at the Porte. | have read in some Porfu-
guese Voyages, that the Ethiopian Monarchs live very
meanly.  This I can disprove. tho' | never saw the
Emperor, because his chief Lords are verv richly dressed
in Velvet Jackets, and Surtouts of Brocide: But I shall
readily agree that they are the only well-cloath’'d People
in the Empire. The Governor of a Provinece is stiled
Xumo, or rather Chumo, for so they pronounce it. And
they have abundance of other Officers in the Nature of
Intendants and Licutenants for the King.
** There are abundance of Princes dependent on the
Abyssinian Empire, who, as far as outward Marks of
Respect will go, confess this Dependence, and perhaps
send considerable Presents; but as for Obedience, that’s
not to be expected, unless some Abyssinian Monarch
should arise on an enterprizing, and at the same time of
a regular Genius, who after new modelling his own
Empire, should turn his Arms upon his Neighbours; for
in this Case he would undoubtedly restore the ancient
Glory of the Abyssinian Name, since these People are
naturally good Soldiers, brave, obedient, patient of
Fatigue, and very capable of Discipline, if they had
Officers who knew how to instruct them; their Horse are
naturally very good, and might be managed so as to
become the very best in the World, as they have the
Speed of the Arabian Coursers, and the Strenth and
Ficrceness of our Horses in Evrope.  As it is the first
Shock determines a Battle, and tho® personally the
Abyssines have as much Valour as any People in the
World, vet in pitched Battles they are easily defeated;
for if their General be Kill'd, i Artillery be brought to
play upon them, if they are attack'd in Flank, a Pannick
presently takes them, and they run all away; nor is jt
possible to bring them together again by Promises or
Threats. The Emperor moves ubout with a flying
Army, under the Name of Guards, and seldom, if ever,
resides any where but in a Camp, which is the Reason
that there are no great Towns, much less Cities, in
Ethiopia, but Villages are thick; in some Places they
almost touch each other; so that the whole Country is a
straggling Hamlet,

** Their Houses are no better than Cabbins, and their
Furniture a low Table, a few Mats, and a Hide to sleep
on. As for Plates and Dishes, none but Persons of Dis-
tinction have any, and they are a kind of black earthen
Ware. The ordinary People make a Sort of broad thin
Cakes, which they bake in such a Manner as to leave
them very tough: these they lay upon the Table, clap
their Meat upon them, also use them to wipe their

104

i after which their Slaves, or their Women, cat
:Fl::ﬁrsénd in every other Respect they are alike nice,
that is, not at all so. The grand Dainty in Abyss.r’mz:hls
raw Beef, of which they lay a whole Quarter upondd 3
Table hot, as it is cut from the Creature, with a Bla _;:]1'1
or earthen Cup full of the Gall; this they mix wi :
Pepper and Salt, and dipping the Flesh |_n}0 _gt, eat k]
with all the Greediness of Tartars. They likewise ma h:
a kind of Mustrard by mixing with Salt and Pepperll:
Chile which they find in the Stomach of rhc_Bcast “ _cl"l
it is kill'd; and this they properly cnough stile a 'R‘!TII.":.
because a Quantity of Papper, sufficient to make it, 1s
seldom to be had. Though it mity be concluded I'n:ir:']
this Account, that the Abyssines live but indifferently,
vet it must not be imagined that Strangers are in Dangcs
of wanting amonst them; on the contrary, they i’;r\.
bettery provided for here than perhaps mhmluy '.)t c:
Country in the World, as well in Right of the AWS, 2
from the charitable Disposition of the People. As soon
as @ Traveller comes to any Village, he looks about for
the best and most convenient Hut or House Ihcr('ln' . I!’Il.lt‘l)
which he instantly enters, and is there as much ‘Ln ]:s
Ease as if it were his Brother's. The Master presently
sends to his Neighbours to inform them that he has a
Guest, whereupon they bring him whatever may cotrl-
tribute to the Stranger’s Refreshment, and are sur;: to
satisfy all his Demands, because, if he should complain,
the Governor of the Province would mulct them in
twice as much: However, there is rarely any Instance
of Complaints of this Sort, the Abyssines having a
natural Generosity, especially towards Passengers.

“ 1 have said that this is a Courftry of antradmtmns,
and so it is in the Character of its Inhabitants. TFcy
are naturally honest, beneficent, and inclined to’ ive
peaceably, vet are they involved in continual W :nrs:
either against their Neighbours, or amongst themselves;
Treason and Rebellion being as natural to that Cour}:]'y
as Rain or Sun-shine, and almost as frequent. For this,
two Reasons may be assigned. First, the {,‘nrmpual}
of their Grandees, which is as excessive as in Europle,
all the Grandees being quite another Race of People,
void of that Probity, Humamty._ and peaceable T_)ts:.pom;
tion visible in the rest of the Nation. To be sure it :is |_1!0
the Air of the Court, or their seeing the Erqpi_:rcr h.u V‘
that so strangely changes these People. I b_chl:\e rather i
is the Nature of the Life they lead ; for pcmg as th_cy are
called from all Attention to their private Aﬂ'?.lrs, in
order to take Care of those of the Publick, thc}‘s.c: 1;10
Bounds either to their Desires, or to Ih:_:n‘ Expences, at 1!‘ ¢
same Time that they expect the Publick should pay for
all. Their Hopes and Fears also being much nlronger.'
and more powerful than 1hgsc _of meaner Mcr}. They
engage in Frauds, Conspiracies, or Rcbc]llons], to
gratify these, or to secture themselves from those. E‘ enc
the Corruption of the Great is here as well as EISCWhE;c’
the prime Cause of Disorder in the State. But S.ccfo'} ly,
these Grandees, by the Constitution of the .‘in__nsrsmmg
Monarchy are possessed of too great an .-‘\ulhonl_\.J:}n
also of too great an Influence over those they govern.
Hence it comes to pass, that a discontented Governor

hath it frequently in his Power to engage the People 1[}

Support of his private Interests, by specious l?rctcpccs o

Zeal for the Publick Service. The Clergy also, \\h’Cl q:e

about the Court, 'oose that Sanctity of Heart, and I Unf‘;

of Manners, which is the Ornament of their Order, an
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acquiring in their stead a spiritual Pride, and a boundless
Lust of Power. They use their Charactets, because
sacred, to cover those Crimes which are too black for
publick View; whence it happens, that the Abuna or
Patriarch of Ethiopia is often at the Head of a Con-
spiracy, and has sometimes drawn together 50 or 60,000
Monks to abet his personal Quarrel. under Colour of
supporting the Abyssinian Religion. Thus belwcﬁ:n .the
Priests, who name every Scuffle for their private Views a
Contention pro Aris, and the Governors, who when they
are in Danger of being removed, fright the Pcopfe’mto
a Rebellion pro Focis, the honestest Folks in the }\ orld
yealy cut one anothers Throats for the Grzl.llﬁcm]on of
those who deserve to have their own cut according to
Law. .
£ ¢ been led to these Observations from the
Rcmlcn}\l;:\':mcc of one and twenty Rebellions in fifteen
Years, not one of which was occasioned by any ill Cont-
duct of their Princes, but meerly through the \"l][;un}«'!cl
the Grandees, and the Ignor:l_ncc'of the common ?colp c
This Account explains a Maxim in the .rl.’)‘\'.mnmr! Polity,
which can be explained no other Way, I fned{l tt[]_mt
scupulous Obstinacy with which they persist in s 1; m\E
all Strangers out of the Empire. The GmndccsT'm;s
from Reason, and from Experience of former th:::nm:;
when the Portuguese had footing in this Coumr}i, e
Abyssinian Emperors would emancipate themse \rﬁ o
that Bondage in which they hold them, if they Coil_.l %
the Assistance of any Foreign Prince, only sgn :;E as &
secure their Persons, which by Reason of the Ar Sﬁet
their great Officers and their Clergy, are never u;“ aximy
while guarded by their own Subjects. Tc'lhls’ ai,
cither by false colouring, the great ones ecewid ey
Sovercigns into a good Opinion of, or else _1Ihc‘3{ adhere
to it in spight of his Commands, which is easi ’YI o einn
Country where they have made it the first Article ‘I:;a .
political Creed with the People, in Virtue of t : :nf-_
veterate Desire which the Mlssromrlcs_prol’essef ‘rgd
subjecting the Abyssines to the Pope, a Thing they | e]zlll ¢
the more, the less they understood it. They _rll:ng .
they pleased at present, spare a great part of t]u.?1 ro:lc :-;
since I am persuaded, that no Ewropean who ¢ 5
Abyssinia will be very dcsyrous 0_1' staying there, c?;“.
sending his Countrymen thither, since itisa Place w ..‘rc
there is very little to hc‘ got. Thg richest Empcl_-l_\. I1-5
seldom possess half a Million of Livres, and n(ﬂ.\\_: li
standing all that is positively affirmed by our ,I'\I.!l _o.r»,“
am very confident there is no _Go!d in Ab_;._s_wmal.._a
that the Emperor receives coming frc_;rn Regions _un%
to the South or South West, farther into the Heart o.
Africa. 1 know that the Abyssines 'thcm!gclves d% s?glfn
times pretend, that there are very rich Mines (r)f' of .
their Country, but that they conceal them for iar of 3
Turks; yet I am persuaded this is false; for if tdeg: “tein
Gold Mines in their Hills, there would be Gold r }j::on-
their Rivers, their tempestuous Autumns cspecézécé o
sidered, and yet there is not; Iron and Lead in ortcdy
have, but not in the Plenty that some have rep fed
Again, if there had been Gold Mines in grhfﬂ;;ra&s ik
ancient Emperors would have been rich; ?n}m' o
Abyssines are naturally vain, they would surely h\e E
us some Marks of the i\:{ag?]lﬁ‘;inii;tf“:;hcrfaéﬂt “::Ei cld
i ity nor Palace in all Abyssinia. i
23?:5, t(]:mi’ a Thousand Years ago there might hav cd'aecr:
Cities and Palaces both; but then the Emperors had no

105



only those Countries 1 spoke of under their Dominicn,
but a great Part of Arabia also, of which they were
dispossessed a little before the Birth of Mohammed, as
their Historians say. This therefore proves ‘nothn_\g as
to the Gold of Abyssinia, and as to the Asiatic Ethiopia,
or of the interior” Ethiopia in Africk, T velieve that jt
abounds in both Countries, and to them therefore the
Luropeans must go who would feteh it, and not into
Abyssinia.

“As our Writers genera) ly deceive us, in respect to the
Riches of this Country, so they deceive us not less in
what they say of the Poverty of its Inhabitants taking
that Word in a moral Sensc; for the Abyssines are so
far from being stupid or indocil, that they are in Truth
a very quick witted and tractable People, excepting only
in some Points which concern their Civil and Religious
Rites, where in they conceive it to be the interest of all
Strangers to mislead them. As 1o Learning, without
question there is not much of it in Abhyssinig. yet are its
Inhabitants not absolutely deficient in this Point, They
have a good Version of the Scriptures of the Old and
New Testament in their own Tongue; 1 Ia ree Collection
of the Works of the Fathers of the Priniitive Church, in
which it is said there are none of the Errors of the
Eutychians, or Nestorians; a Modern Body of Divinity,
which is full of them; several Volumes of the Lives of
the Saints; many Treaties on Monastic Life; several
Histories of Ethiopia, of which I saw two, one that might
have made ten Volumes in Folio, the other about halfas

amongst them, and many of their Monks can repeat forty,
fifty, nay a hundred Psalms. Their Books of History
are written in a flowery figurative Stile, which however
is far from being inelegant or unentertaining. On the
contary, David Gome:z, who was a kind of Engineer in
the Kingdom of Dambea, shewed me the beginning of
a History which he had translated into Poruguez, which
would have been read with great Applause in Europe;
where if the Ethiopian Writings are disliked and dis-
esteemed, it is because they are not properly translated:;
for the figurative Language of one Country ought not to
be rendered into the literal, but into the figurative
Language of another Country and read with a proper
Allowance for the Geniuus of the People from whose
Tongue the Version is made. 1t is very true, that the
Monks for the Generality are ery unlearned: but it jg
also true, that they live very En--l?"cnqi\'el'y, and I am like-
wise certain, that some of them are well acquainted with
all the Learning they have. How ever it must be acknow-
ledged, that the Grandees, the great Officers at Court,
and Governors of Provinces, are Men that best versed in
History, a Study in which most of them very much
delight, and on thjs Account they have always about them
some who addict themselves to this kind of Literature,
and compose Memoirs of what passes in their own Times,
which they dedicate to their Patrons.

- *In common Conversation the People are Very com-
placent and communicative, nay, what js still more
extraordinary, the Inhabitants of the K ngdom of Narea,
which lies the farthest from the Red-Sea, and conse.
quently from all Correspondence with our pait of the
World, are by far the most polite People in Abyssinia;
nay the very Respect paid by their King to the F mperor,
is the pure Effect of Politeness, since the Abyssinian
Monarch is in no Condition of exacting such Marks of
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Homage, if the King of Narea should refuse them,
Abyssinia is not only vexed by very potent and cruel
Neighbours, differing from ijis Inhabitants in Religion,
but there are also on its Bowels many Colonies of these
their Adversaries, who give them not a Grain the less
Trouble for theijr being their near Neighbours. Of these |
shall speak in their Order.  First then, the Maors “or
Mohammedans are possessed of almost all the Eqst Coast
of Abyssinia, for the King of Daucali, and the King of
Adel, with all thejr Subjects, are Mohammedans: and on
the West Side, the King of Sennar, and the People on
the other Side of the River Melee, are most of them
Mohammedans also, Formerly the Moors from Adel
came in like a Torrent, and conquered a great part of
Abyssinia; but they were quickly driven oyt again, as
indeed most of jts Conquerors have been: for as 500N as
the Abyssines perceive that they are not able 10 meet their
Enemies in the Field, they retire to their Ambas, or
inaccessible Mountains, and leave the Conquerors 1o
turn and plunder ag they think fit. Then as SUON as it is
perceived that their Martial Ardour is abated, that they
are excessively fatgued and over loaden with Prey, the
Abyssines begin to assemble, and falling upon then from
all Quarters, oblige them at least to quit their Country,
if not to leave their Booty behind them.

*“ Such of the Moors as are settled in Abyssina, are an
industrious harmless People, and secni better disposed
to cultivate the Earth, and to improve the Places where
they dwell than the Abyssines.  As for the Jews | am at
a Loss what to say of them: for if we consider the
several sorts of them who live in and round Abyssinia,
and the Custom of the Abyssines themselves, to observe
the Sabbath strictly, to circumcise on the eighth Day, to
use the Levitical Purifications, to abstain from forbidden
Meats, 10 send away their Wives on every slight Occasion
with a Bill of Divorce, and to boast as they do, that their
Monarch is the Zjon of the Tribe of Judal; T say when
one considers all this, one might be tempted to say they

the Abyssines, who are a kind of Christian Jews, the
remainder may be divided into Jews, properly so cal led,
and into those who are Jews only by Descent. Of the
first there are great Numbers in the Kingdom of Dambeq;
these were formerly very troublesome, pretending to
live in an independent manner, without yielding either
Tribute or Submission to the Abyssiniagn Emperors,
These Princes for a Time wink'd ar this, till an Oppor-
tunity serv'd for reducing them, against which, tho to no
Purpose, the Jews made a vigorous Resistance.  Since
then, many of them are turned Christians, and incor-
porated with the Abyssines; but the remainder of them
NOW very nunierous, are the most industrious Mechg nics
and Traders in the Abyssinian Empire. On the very Bor-
ders of this Country, ‘on the other Side of the Nife, and
among the barbarious People, there are many indepen-
dent Colonies of Jews, of whose Goves nment and manner
of living very little Account can be given, except that
they have the Scriptures of the old Testament in Hebrew,
speak themselves thag Language corruptly, and most
bitterly hate the Christians.

“As to those who are Jews only by Descent, they are
the famous Nation of the Gaus, Gallas or Challas, which
last I take 1o be their true Name, at least so themselves
pronounce i, [y signifies white Men, and vet these
People are black. However that they were once white js
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The Invasion

After the outbreak of fighting Red Cross missions
arrived from Sweden, Britain, Egypt, Holland, Norway
and Finland, and, as Marcel Junod, a Red Cross official,
records, were ** all first-class units and well equipped.”®
The Sudan Interior Mission also decided to devote itself
to caring for the Ethiopian troops. These missions from
various lands were, however, soon deliberately bombed
by the Italians, apparently in an attempt to bring all
Ethiopian and foreign Red Cross activity in Ethiopia to
an end. Contemporary reports state that the Red Cross
hospital at Adowa was bombed on October 3, 1935, the
American Red Cross hospital at Dessie on December 6, an
Ethiopian Red Cross ambulance at Negelli on December
15, a Swedish Red Crossambulance at Malka Didaka on
December 22and again on December 30, and an Egyptian
i2d Cross ambulance at Bulalé on December 30 and 31,
.t1acks continued in the following year with the bombing
of an Ethiopian Red Cross ambulance at Dagabur on
Junuary 4, Ethiopian and British Red Cross unitsat Waldia
on January 15, an Ethiopian Red Cross ambulance at
Magqalé on January 18, an Ethiopian Red Cross
acroplane at Dessie on February 9, an Egyptian Red
Cross ambulance at Bulalé on February Il and 12, a
British Red Cross ambulance at Qoram on March 4 and
5, an Ethiopian Red Cross plane at Qoram on March 17,
a Swedish Red Cross ambulance at Ilyan Serar on March
17, a British Red Cross ambulance at Chelga on March
20, the Finnish Red Cross unit at Jigjiga on March 22, the
Egyptian Red Cross unit, also, at Jigjiga, on March 23
and 25, and the same unit’s hospital at Harar on March
29.0

Hubbard, describing the bombing of Desie, observed:
* There could be no doubt but that the attack on the
hospital was deliberate. The evidence was irrefutable,"10
while Melly, commandant of the British Ambulance
Service, reporting on the attack on that unit, declared
that Italian aeroplanes dropped about 40 bombs, as a
result of which ** the sterilisation and operating tent were
wrecked . . . Five other tents were totally destroyed and a
quantity of medical stores and equipment. One lorry
was totally smashed, another rendered uscless . . . The
46 ft. square Red Cross flag had a direct hit. There can
be no possible question of doubt,” he adds, ** as to the
absolute deliberation of the attack. Practically all the
tents and lorries are also clearly marked with Red
Crosses.”"!* Faced with this onslaught, in which Dr.
Hylander of the Swedish Red Cross was wounded, the
International Red Cross Society in Geneva almost
inevitably decided that it was impossible to continue with
ambulance work. The foreign medical missions were
accordingly withdrawn.!?

On reaching Addis Ababa the British Red Cross
ambulance unit, which had retreated from the northern
front, received Emperor Haile Sellassie’s permission to
take over the Empress Manan Girls' school as a
temporary hospital.  With the help of Lady Barton, wife
of the British Minister, the necessary conversion was
effected in a day, and the hospital, cared for by nine
Englishmen and an Austrian, remained in operation until
the Italian entry into the city.1?

= * L g

The Italians meanwhile had been devoting considerable
attention to the medical needs of their army. Aldo
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Castellani,afascist practitionerin Harley § 7
who_ became dircctgr of medical um%bfmlﬁﬁm
armies, scems at first to have faced considerable
difficulties and was obliged to appeal personally to
Mussolini's wife Rachele who notes in her diary that the
doctor, * finding himself unable to secure the despatch of
certain men he considered indispensable through the
normal bureaucratic channels, came to enlist my help. [
put him in touch with Mussolini, and the necessary action
was taken forthwith."'® Castellani subsequently drew an
enthusiastic account of the medical operations under his
direction. He states that this was the first time that such
a large mass of white troops had been * transported to a
tropical zone,” and that ** the thought of 500,000 young
white soldiers fighting in a tropical zone - a large part of
it with a torrid climate - caused_serious misgivings to
many experts, as for many years it had been recognised
and had become almost an axiom that to prevent heavy
losses from sickness in colonial wars, the bulk of the
troops employed should be native troops.” The Duce,
Castellani continues, had not been deterred by such
arguments, but, * realised immediately the enormous
importance of medical preparation and organisations in a
colonial war, and paid the same attention to it as to purely
military preparations.” As a result * requests regarding
medical personnel and hospitals were immediately
acceded to and often doubled . . . Enormous supplies of
quinine and other essential drugs, disinfectants, sera,
vaccines were dispatched to Africa, as well as hospital, X-
ray and laboratory equipment of every kind, and
mountains of cotton, wool, gauze and bandages.” *“I
can testify,” he continues, *‘that on more than one
occasion the dispatch of medical and sanitary material
took precedence over the dispatch of munitions and war
material,”s

The Italian army in East Africa was equipped with 135
base and field hospitals, each base hospital being provided
with a bacterial laboratory and X-ray department, 55
small portable hospitals which could be transported on
mules, 13 surgical units, 15 motorised X-ray laboratories,
11 dental motor ambulances, four institutes for chemical
and bacteriological research, 12 disinfecting and six
disinfection stations, 139 large water sterilisers and four
medical depots, while the Italian navy had 20 hospitals
and infirmaries and eight hospital ships, and the air-force
22 infirmaries.  All in all the Italian forces had 2,484
doctors, 188 pharmacy officers, 384 nurses, one of whom
was the Crown Princess of Italy, 200 nuns, and 16,139
hospital attendants and male nurses.!”

Steps were also taken to protect Italian health in other
ways. The troops, according to the fascist writer Pisani,
were inspected weekly for venereal disease, received
“large distributions " of anti-venereal medicine, and
were subjected to propaganda on the dangers of sexual
infection,'? while each soldier, Castellani says, received
three tablets a day of quinine sulphate or bihydro-
chloride as a prophylactic against malaria. Prominent
fascist officers, among them Graziani and Starace, set the
example by swallowing a tablet at every meal, while the
soldiers were frequently paraded and one in 10 or 20 made
to pass urine which was then tested to ascertain whether
the quinine had in fact been taken. To minimise risks of
dysentery efforts were also made to ensure a supply of
pure water. * Pratically all the officers”, Castellani says,
“drank mineral waters-such as S. Pellegrino and
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The Occupation: Addis Abahy
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likewise reserved for Europeans

The old Menelik hospital, by ow somewhat oyt of
date. was expanded. renamed 11,0 Duca degl Abruzzi
hospital, and converted into g ¢ ated insﬁmrionz the
_Gc.—m.'m nazi woman, Loyjse Diel. states thy there were

:etions for ionals.™ talians, ang
nd claims thay (e section had g

CL

in
“the water for the troops, on (he
and wells,"™ by
some method of
recommended 1o
of Iysol or
eating their
belts 10 preven:
and received
s also extensive
a8 well gs

capacity of 700 and gl ter of SO0 beds, but 1his appuiars
o hive been an EMILEeration, for the [yylian municipal
feport for 1938 says the native " section had only |50

culs, ’
T Wo new hospitals, entirely for Europeans, also came
Into being a1 abouyg (e same time by e conversion of
CXISUNg premises. The Empress Manan School for girls,
no longer required for educutiony) PUTPOses, wits turped

wkers going out to Fast Africa which u!'gcd tfu:‘
mportance nl'clc;mllm:ss,c[umcnlur_ sanitation .md.pun.l
drinking water, and dealt with such varied ntiers :.lh.h.oc;\
to make simple latrines, and the reasons why it \\‘3:._ i J
visuble to avoid pork and alcohol, The author duf:l.:.rcll
that though he did " not recommend '-'l““‘l“h.'!c .N.:'\m.
ahstinence 7 the worker was recommended gunst‘.}n;]_\.

+ take the maximum prophylactic precautions,” for

into the SUU-b_rd Regina Eleny Militiry hospit while “wual discases represented ane of the gravest dingers
the house of Rus Mulugéta, the former topian e
Minister of War, was equipped with 250 1o 330 beds, 1o | e l‘l;'ud for widespread preven:ve medicine, pri-
P‘“"”U e [ al for Talian workers, ! |L\ i the interests of the Luropesn popubiation, wis
he premises of the o alian Consolyr sior: : I ”-'llirm\.-{! N ISt repori o the. Year ofthe
remimed in honour of ¢ s mother Vdelia Clemenm; . | \|‘r'c * which emphasised the nece | protec :
Graziuni, uy anorphy likowise partialh :”']'I'l D Ui By it
allocated oy Use as q e e for Tulisy | Ile o T At
e I 'Llu“IIl:.'L' Irhc vounderstood

e developmen; S disenses, anid

" Litent dy

mof A Ababi r ia ed for = effective preventive o
A one, 1, Giovenco, on Talian medie writer of the «
elik ]J\l\-;nl.u_ “os then hewise urged the For ** the in iy, purity and dig A

ol Ay Aospital it wis essentinl thut ** contuct with the nath:

-'.:r'_ of the | :|;'1]1u rae

nisston,  renamed after Adeliy ementj | element be avoided,™ and that the ™ native populatio:
Wils, ““I“L‘\'UF. comeried into g pgrive in the vicinity of lalian workers” camps be Kept uncer

i 1 RIED . i s - I 3 : T !
trachomu hospiral, while the leprosurium tormerly run sanitary control,* while another ltalian physician, Dr.,

by the Sudan Interior Mission
" natives,” under the
which is said 1o have
Later

*luriani. contended that it was necessary to fight agdinst
nhus “not only because of the dungyr which it
presented for the natives and nationals of ltalian East

\frica, but above all because of the danger of importing

continued to functjon for
auspices of the Consolay mission,
: been responsible for 240 Jepers

in the occupation, around 1938, this imbalance

betw cen the races was slightly corrected when two smuj| the virus into the Mother Country,"# N
_a‘ddzl_ron;[!. hospitals * were “atso made available for Preoccupation with preventive medicine caused the
tmerly i b rian Raspital at Gulale, invaders immediately after their seizure of Addis Ababa

formerly rup by Dr. Lambie (the building
the liberation by the Pasteyr Institure), was reopened with
60 1o 50_ beds as the Ospedale per Capi ¢ Notabile
Indigeni, j.e. hospital for natjy e chiefs and nogabes - and
mn the autumn of 1938, a new * native hospital,™ the
Hc_mnnuc!. or Emanuel, Ospedale per indigeni di Tecly
Haimanot was established with fopur pavilions and 80 1o
120 beds.# gogh institutions were situated 1o the west of
the city, that being the area reserved for ** papive life.

toset up ** a service o!’gcncr:t_l disin!‘cclion,";_ls_(:'ﬁ ,4::;{{:;*_{
dell” Africa fraliana notes, with squads of d:smﬂ:ct_ofa. :
and much use was made, according 1o a later municipal
report, of lime. creoline and ereosote, Steps were
‘imilarly taken to institute mass propaganda for basic
lygiene, a subject which received considerable attention
n the otherwise very meagre educational textbooks for
* natives,”  Fairly detailed medic information was also
given out, one somewhat patronising . Amharic  tex

occupied afier

Medical research in the capital was effected ap g | Bt
Bacteriological ang Micropr. p T . | decturing: emy of mit s the louse
the i1 dv af 1o {ait: 1erogriphy Insg tute. a centre for | 1. The most dangerous enemy of mo s the it
'>llilusl‘rfl‘;\‘Ic:‘)orJ:-lf;‘}‘c:id'\f;;?,[hur resc ch institute, “‘]"' | Peiause it transmits two serious diseas - typhus and
Istituio S f Milanese, ap 1 'S research | o fever,
istitute founded on  Novempay 1939, afier the 7 1 vl dbesnot i I
outbreak of the European w; lothes or in his house. can of not b

N R ntaminated by these two diseises. ¢ on if he is n

g i . ‘ontiact with persons affected. _

The Italians throughoyt this time were Sty worried, ! 5 jlt‘:dg\pliifi‘ ruins the victim and his descendants
ds the fuscist : 3 arij ischi and g Py bl ot ikt g 7 s Fa vt ey
_;\Ir'-,.h.L. }, e J;ihf' r.',U;r.“.“ Lischi and G ANl ooy beeause 1t is transmitted to children, It is 1ot cured
'-"1' ol "“’”"}* ‘0t emphasise, by 1. rs) of infection | b exo cisms or herbal decoctions, by W olnjections
cont:on 3 . o ol i ., - . o . LA % i Wi
onlronting their OWn personne] I Ethiopia ™ The f wiiieh only white doctors know how 1o give, . -
healii. L WPOINt, as Diel expresses j;. wits thut * only | 4. One must not believe ane is cured of syphilis
.'1_cuhhy white men ™ could “ underake successfully the ! because the external manifestations of the dis hive
guant task of colonising Ialian East Africa. and it { |jc:‘?m;-‘—'.'{1" The spirochaeta remains alive iy the
Fo!lo‘u:cd that Ttalian policy in (e field of preventive i Ili\.L:rPTh-‘-Jlls— P 4 b-:mcs. the blood, and is killed anl
medicine was larpely directed towards i Z | i L e < f v ree vears: oth se
white perulation ﬂ-‘om beine 1 CONI: ; rL ‘;ir. | s if the cure ¢ ks Tt du o l]hLe- ']L anifestations

. * '8 contaminated by e | sooner or luter new external or internal manifestations

U natives,” and such medical facilities a5 were cregted
were prinrily for the benefit of It wWho were then
establishing themselves ) over the country ™ The
prevailing attitude js apparent frog Popular faf in
primer of this period, L. Curella’s fel

Sy ; v vel favenre pef
climi cq dell” Afvica Oriensqle, n for lalian

will appear. o

* 5. One does not develop gonorrhoea or ven
K T " 1
one has contact only with clean women and
with soap and water after

eal

ulcer
washes
intercot )

* The disease which has had the largest number of

oneself well

He
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siven
Bseases. ™ stray lepers, were rour

d
AT
1
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o

report

effected with
Govcrmnenr. can prevent

victims is smillpox,  Only vaccination,
viceine distributed by the
this infection,

“ 7. Thecure of diseases is not obtained through the
advice of natives because they are incompetent, not
having been to the schools and special hospitals which
exist only in the parts of the world inhabited by whites,

* 8. To call the white doctor when one js ] means
almost always 1o be cured and 1o prevent the disease
1ong persons mhabiting the same house,

and water for the bod. and for 1.

spreading i
&4 e

clothes are he cheapest means of defence 1
almost all diseases. .

L Women i they do ot wang 1 hane troy
when they e p 1 amd wish their chile

! hy, must be tre
lie pregnaney is not nor
I *u
<l

born alinve
doctor. I
them advice an
Asoomn the t
tor the

compulsors

and extensive
nallpox vaceination effected. n medical .I.C_ll‘?JII :l..‘[
1e local population was. howesor. serious /v ]lElI_ld_lL.l'_l)}?l.d
¥ the fears and tensions engendered by the fascist _chm]
Frerror, as was tacith admitted by the ltalian municipal
for 1938 which states that * cespite intense

propaganda . . . the native population for the first few
months. showed itself mistrustful and did not want to

know of our medical cures nor of preventive
. St e,
against contagious diseases,’™ %

vaceines

By the end of 1936, four free clinics.” a V.D

dispensary. and a polyelinic attached to the old Menelik

- LS . i
200,000 smallpox vaceinations. By May 1937 a
ophthalmic service

il were nevertheless in operation,*> while in the
i CCeSSIry carey e

vear it was found necessary to carry out s¢
ollowing vear st
" had been established. according o

Dr. Guerra. and the evidence it collected demonstrated

that medical facilities in this field were =
not only for the a

were exposed ™ by the widespread diffusion of trachoma.
“one of the most serious and vontagious ol

disgises,
with ** the

truly necessary
stance of the patients, but also to oive
we dangers to which our compatriots

m idea of the
eve-
necessary, he adds. to take action

It wis thu ; t
wsible speed ™ 1o remove ltalians

tes!

g

from ** this erea :
ven eve ¢lind soon also in existence
Istituto Gulale the Missione Cannos

a section at

sections, the Vicen: « and Consolats missions, i
the Duca degli Abruzzi hospital. the St. George clinic ;{nd'
the mendicants” clinic, > Provision was made, accordrln':
10 Diel, for the free trea: ment of trachoma and other eye-

diseases every Tisda:, while no fewer than ‘6-1
loudspeaker-vans ure said 1o have m:ldc";:wdlt.i.iu
announcements in * thickly-populated areas.”™  The

German woman, who is quite frank as to the racist motive
of such innovations, states that the ** natives i_litdln:
undertake ** medical treatment ' as a pr.e\s,]fntt.
measure for the protection of 'alian garrisons, \\_o_r‘mr‘
and the ever-growing ltalian population.”* “hi]‘: ! e
municipal report for 1938 claims that l:alian n?l.l{IE.H:L.
gradually eained popularity, and that by then an _.l.\.LTjI%]-.I
of 5.900 natives * were attending Italiun clinics each
month.*?

Italian concern with q

ciene als

s

uestions of pu
lic slay

fed to the establishment of a pu



‘Ptember 2], 1938,
T:

foll'owmg Year Dr

of the «
and prisons;

“ natives; "

“whites” obliged
with * natives; "
large urban Centres to the coyny

capital’s hitherto extensive
nurse, Maria Landi,
Some 1,500 animals,

total of 6,000 dogs perished b

i ;sgoobsgrv;r& dS_vensson, notes tihajr
gs in 15 Ab,

by theie & Ak Ababa, and they

of preventive

British

: 1 not predomij

with the interestg of the Elhjopi];ns,"?x:gat?g{
people bem_-,ﬁtcd only from * the marginal
Italian medijcal activity, g

The Provinceg

The situation in the i
] > Provinces was
a great inquality of medical facilities
and ““ pay i Ougsidc Addis

concerned
the subject
effects * of

a]'sorcl;’aracleriscd b
available for Iy liz
osa r Italians

bcs‘t facilities,
wh{ch like almost all medi,
period was segre; i
ba?s’r‘l while the Eritrean
Polyclinie % 5 eye clinic for Erjp, hil i
panc‘r;rls) l’rol_n‘as far afield as Kassalre:g;d“klci?n rzc:ns'?f
o D, cimlc_ for Enrre_an Prostitutes (who pl'.:l}'ed an

portant role in the fascist regime) which was attached
Regina Elena hospital, some nine injes
sNoan;ieo Il;:? ’{ the municipality ang others

R i

abomtory."ssmcnza, and a medjcga]

Massawa, the port of ent i

: 3 ry for Ttalian ¢, {

lospitals, the Umberto [ with 120 beds in (l}lgpsscc?foi ?L?

112

prohibited Italians or foreigners
aymanot or New Market area

" nationals ** and 160 in

that for “ natives * 3 I . sy

Marine hospir: IR TEa 1ves,” the Royal for “ native " prostitutes, a workers’ clinic with 20
ed ciixlicc;:;?]'[‘l,!{.:-ﬁ_c T '“‘"‘" faval personnel, and 5 139, ;L‘Z[t;?: 50-bed V.D. cl;inic, a gynaccological clinic, and a
e woyutes which was attached to medical laboratory ;™ Dessie, a hospital for ** nationals,”

urg, mainland, s

Olht_ﬂ‘ Provincial hospitals jn Eritrea were
Caieh, Embulca“u, Agordat and
. =2 OF other clinjcg at
Isolation cam

e Fed Assab, 9
clesa, which also had 5 00
p for * natives,™ Coggen, 3

Scuimaga”c, Nocra, Thio, Assab and

Africa Italign,

Tone of:h::'mc;st pcr.r'cgr and best organised prophylactic

the Empire,™ 5 place where | talian workers
allowe,

;a?o:il:”fﬁ holr;;c to Ttaly. In thjs way it was hoipr’:d“::)j

i c;;:_ ler Italian Population from the discases of

bchrc being

a similar camp

as the nearby isolation

to be found

F : Edag; ai
Adi Ugri, Addi Qualy, May Fdxg:g—(t]h[:ﬁff:
ch'fcszm‘ Agordat, Barenty, Ug:lm:
Abrobo rifahe, 0
camp at My

Iral!'am_; returning home individually had,

a V.D. station for * natjve ™’ prostitutes, capable of
handling 100 women, an eye clinic, and a malaria
laboratory;® Jimma, a 450-bed hospital for nationals,” -
opened in 1940, a hospital for * natives,” two polyclinics,
one for each race, two dispensaries for natives,” and a
medical laboratory,s¢

The diffusion of Italian military and civilian personnel
in innumerable centres throughout the land, and the
dream of massive [talian settlement, was likewise
followed by the creation of small clinics and simple
dispensaries at a large number of provincial centres, such
institutions  being attached almost automatically to
Italian commissariats, (See Appendix), s

Numerous small, often only temporary, clinics and
dispensaries were also established to meet the needs of the
vast army of Italian road-workers. In the Dessie area in

/37 there was for example a central clinic with 32 beds at
sombolcha, and 113 smaller roadside clinics each with 12
to 20 beds, besides 74 dispensaries **

The medical advantages of such clinics, designed
essentially for Ttalian personnel, were, however, at least
partially counter-balanced by the elimination of the
Protestant missionaries who had hitherto cared for the

and
-bed

1 s

at

the colon
relatively smaj) Eumpﬁ:no;ifpg;;ﬁ; 02 1,200 beds for the local population in many remote areas, Protestant
for Eritreans who o0 &S against only 800 missionaries, most of whom had formerly been engaged

in medical work, were systematically driven from the
country, one of the most famous, the Swede, Dr. Harold
Nystrom, being formally expelled by a decree of
September 3, 1937.52 A British Foreign Office report of
October 13, 1939, on the final expropriation of the
American mission hospital in Addis Ababa significantly

€. in towns and i i
uropean CoOmmunijtjes, ** dslf;'g?cs“}ghc']‘;g declares: “Although no Teasons are given, it is thought
despite the mych larger “ native ul r: S show that that the Mission’s close associations with the Ethiopians
: ¥ € population ** there were has for a long time rankled in the minds of the authorities

patents as againsy

native,” the corresponding figyres for out-patients

hospitals

T and clinjes being 23600 Italians

Natives, "7

Medical research in Eritrea wasg mainly concerped with

malaria for which an institute was

a Agordat, ™ pyp
> Was a six-month course for my

30 pupils between 1938 attended by
: =8 and 1935, ; 3
€ Main provinei.] towns , and 50 thereafter. 7

h established at Keren
the only

an average of

of Ital 1an occupied Ethiopia,

who are suspicious of any contact between foreigners and
Ethiopians.™s

In the general area of medical research in the provinces
a malaria research centre was set up at Kombolcha® and
a much publicised 96-bed leprosarium for * natives,” run
by the Order of Malta, at Selaclaca, 35 kilometres from
Aksum, 5,
Discases

The principal illnesses with which the Italians were
confronted in Ethiopia and Eritrea were venereal diseases,

le

Harar, Djre Dawg :

except for Jimma, 4] tg?l:‘éﬁr [Debrm and Jimma, and, outstripped in the low-lands by malaria, and, to a lesser
Provingial hospitals, we I.S' cofthe principal pre-war extent, typhus, typhoid and tuberculosis,*7,

with medical faci]jjjes aigzita % rcr‘alf‘e'-" well provided Vencreal discases had long been prevalent in
such hospitals were based opnrna,:,;_‘ for Italians, Some Ethiopia,®® but gained increased circulation during the
limes, while others were m';b‘;,gh':if"bm“"m of former occupation as a result of the notable growth of
meet the expanding neegs of Itali Y the fascists 1o prostitution in the main cities where many Italians were
had a 100-pe, 41an colonisation, Hargy infected. From their first arrival in East Africa, as the

Somewhat expandeg, e Dire D

“w

. clini
C, for

Prostitutes ;?7 Gonda 0-1 i ili
civilian hospjta) for g iasr?c?;:;ﬂd, e g

www.ethi

V.D. clinic, a v.p, station for

a leprosariym, g
b J arium, medical Jap.
tory and the o)g Catholic Mission leprosariym now

ewha awa had a [50-peq hospi
or *“ nationals » i “ natives,” ity
& adhO;pnal for natives,"” 5 polyelinic, a

native "

a polyclinic, a v.p.

American journalist, Herbert Matthews, explains, the
Italian troops showed great interest to get together with
black women,”** while a subsequent Italian anti-fascist
open letter to Mussolini told of the troops “ tasting the
delights of the soft black flesh ™ of gracious sharmutas or
prostitutes.®® Another Jjournalist, M. Durand recalls that
in Asmara, the first city to witness a large concentration
of Italians, the * black *’ and ** white prostitutes were
soon “ coining money fast,"” " Despite the subsequent
racial laws remarkably extensive use was made of local

opianorthodox.org

Italian naval battery post of mem Es Sahring there
* casa of military amore,” whi,
equipped with accessories;

really claim to be doing her bit, for she shared her favours
mong the 60 other ranks, #2 Italian Eritrea, according to
the Four Power Commission report, had 120 licensed
prostitutes in 1939, but many more unlicensed, for in thay
year no less than 100 clandestine prostitutes were
arrested, ™
On crossing the Ethiopian frontier the Ttalian soldiers
also made extensive use of local women, Durand quoting
one Bersaglieri officer as declaring: ** m ¥ men (are) young
robust fellows, They must have their women." ™ The
result was a considerable diffusion of venereal disease,
Gli Annali dell’ Africa ltaliana, though essentially a
fascist propagandist work, admits that the normgal
precautions proved “ insufficient to prevent ** sad and
sometimes tragic consequences,” and that in the Hauzen-
Adowa-Shiré “area two field hospitals had to be
established for the compulsory treatment of all local
women reported to be infected.” All military dependents
were likewise obliged to undergo medical inspection three
times a week; healthy women were issued with certificates
and obliged to reside in specified houses where they were
frequently inspected, while medically controlled women
from Adowa and Aksum were invited to make their way
to the principal Italian military camps,*
In Addis Ababa, according to Ladislav Saska, a
Hungarian physician in the capital, the first Italian
brothel came into existence within two days of the city's
capture, and before long  a whole street was converted
for this purpose.* Diel claims that efforts were made to
keep prostitution as far ag possible *““under vigilant
supervision,” and that in the capital 1,500 “ natjve "
women were reserved exclusively for Italians, while 47
Italian girls were installed in a special brothel, while all
street prostitutes had to be  jn possession of an official
permit ™ and were * medically examined three times a
week."*  Such medical precautions s further north
were, however, by no means succes-ful, and Saska,
writing as a practising physician, relotes that venereal
disease soon “ ravaged the Italian ranks, and that no
medical assistance was  sufficient to deal with i’
Discussing the medical care available he adds: * In the
Italian military hospital, the treatment was of the warst
and lowest. Ttalian soldiers went to the private surgeries
of doctors settled in the town before the occupation, but
even they had no adequate means to deal with the number
of cases of venereal disease . . . There were 11,000 cases in
15 months . .. Tcan affirm, although the reader will most
likely think it incredible, that venereal disease destroved
more Italian soldiers than the Ethiopian army. Iknow of
cases where Italian soldiers committed suicide when they
heard the nature of the disease. I heard the desperate
cries of two Italian boys, almost children, who wept
bitterly when I told them what had happer!cd to them,"#s
Gli Annali dell’ Africa Iraliana, though designed of course

113



to place the occupation F .
b Pation in the best Ppossible light, a) R
testifies to ¢ ; 5 &ht, also native * prosti ere .
view of the lf;lner g [(::: e Suras, and states that, in icences amf sug:c.fle;d \:erel i Possession of Ieglian Razza hospital for Italian workers reported that the Smallpox, which had declj i ;
€ large number al’l:alra‘ns in the capital, angj. while in Dire D Jected to Wice-weekly inspectiops, 107 ingle number of jt ients, 445 by 1938 aupox, which hac @lnncdconsldmblymmgwj
:D. provisions were more extensive than elsewhere. | A hile e Dawa a * white " brogpe] Was in operat] largest single number of i s patients, y 1938, were twentieth century Ethiopia but was still endemic, broke
300-bed v.p. clinic for *“ native " wom within the first year of the occupation 108 Peration suffering from this complaint, contracted mainly in the outin March 1937 among road-builders f;
Italian prostitutes sere ihmt At :g a:gd gm:her for described by Poggiali in his dig ";"‘- “p Lakamtj was area of the Awash, Omo or Rift Valley lakes. ' The and threatened Gondar and Eritrea erle;ori}) tl:evSud“!J.
Abruzzi hospital, while the Luigi R ‘;wS;;?S; Idr;%h abundance of Prostitutes, 100 He?ta tsc 5 thi:“l_‘t";; goll;e 1ts study of malaria therefore received a high priority in the states that the principal focus between Apri.l nnfi Juff‘.'.fﬁ,g
!It_lzllllan workers likewise had a special V.D. department ik 511' °P0§cd to establish mobije brothels, or Cars of Love :2 general field of Italian medical research 1% at Asmara where 18 ltalians and 76 Eritreans were
thaﬁ hosplta; 3 authorities recognised, as Milella puts jt th:yp\rrr:c}::dbe b:a]!ed, for the Italian workers' camps, byt ed A * rcg]mrgd ashmﬁ:cled ?'hﬂc saller outbreaks were
o venereal disease constituted * 5 i a €N vetoed by Davyj : » D] reported in other parts of Eritrea,127 Mass vaccinat;
Integrity of the race, 100 Diel s dmgil;:vfhg?nier fo'r the leader in charge of labouyr. anﬂ the Aﬂﬁ-Ff\sgd’ the fascist Several traditional epidemic discases made their were effected at places of work road-blocks anc‘l:c r::l:;lkm;ns
*“ campaign against venereal disease ** mag lt; S Lt the grounds that jn places where u-h';lsf- aba fascio on appearance during the occupation period, but failed 10 with the result, Gli Annaliclaims, that * no European : %
progress, 10 404 the need was so grca? l?latu! 3”9‘;‘" Yetarrived it was unseemly that the Il:i]'?u;t:?”m‘s had not reach major proportions. An outbreak of typhus in the infected.””*s  The epidemic also appeared ;lmp:ig :}?3
Pisani reported plans to establish a new Sﬂﬂ-hcl:i] v fjg be seen for the first {ime in the form of:lhc On;d?shm‘}{g Adigrat prison in December 1936 spread, according to workers constructing the Addis Ababa airport, after
clinic at Entoto.10: - he Increasing prevalenee of venereal di}:r e Gli Annali dell’ Africa ltaliana, to Asmara as a result of which the area was isolated and eXIensive vaccinations
In Dessie Dr. Marj. the official in charge S Italian East African empire i emphasised ].;fisc ”‘n_ the the transfer of prisoners there. The Governor of carried out, and the disease quickly subsided,!** thoygh
lreulmcpl of venereal diseuses, reported Iha[g'lft er ) - report which states that from January }D ocm;:_o I‘C'“l Eritrea Jssued a decree for the free compulsory D'lgnazio says that several hundred * natives and eight
occupation of the own a " muliityde o ‘er the 2,323 cases of syphilis were treated in Amp. er 1936 inoculation of Italian officiy s, civil servants and Italians were hospitalised, and that there was a mortaljyy
prostitutes arrived from g over the coum?, “.’,‘1‘,‘]‘“1 Eritrea, 305 in Harar provinee, 150 in Eian':]ah::{aé SLin soldiers in contact with the * native population,” as well of around S0 per cent among * natives who had not
aulhapr:es established two brothels, munncg‘am:,fd‘l € and 30 in Addis Ababa. 11 Tpe rate (‘rinfcériorr T “’I?"‘“- as all persons, * metropolitan ** or * native,” connected been vaccinated, or 40 per cent in the case of Italiang, 190
o Gl Annali, by some 20 “ native » and 10 5o Ing have reached s peak in 1937, when no fess {5 115 said to with hotels, restaurants, cafés, drinking houses, cinemas, Anepidemic of meningitis was also reported at this time
Women respectively, There was, M‘ari rccorc;‘s'hns cent, ie. almost one in 10, of Imliazhs;;:]lil-g-.?j.mr brothels and public or private transport.)'* The majority ineastern Tigre and the Dessic area, but soon petered out,
sudden appearance of venerey ) diseases,” a “ frighteni a affected, and the rate was stj] 5-05 per cent, j.o ‘)f“: .“;” of the Italians in the area were thereupon inoculated, in in part perhaps because of extensive injections. !t
gﬁl:{:s;;gm 25T amOGng the metropolitan as well as tgf ;;‘aIiT; cr?”;?wmg '\’: ar. The C""fﬁspﬂnd'in.};‘ lr"tt‘;:;:n ﬁ?r' “;rdc,;’ - Gﬁb"mf“ﬁ-il]:crls' - prc}m:l i rmm-c?-r g * * -
ation,™ ravely concerned, jn A vilians and ** natjve » ¢r ; 5 E the disease back with them to taly on repatriation.!®
. . . ’ 1cula . 00ps in East : =15 . . «
o o om0 e i i o B il oy Gl oy P b and e T oo vas cumctied by 1 i
3 racial decrees, * , owing table-1z s 3 ay. ) siderable amount of vaccination, nnali claims
fotes an unlimited irresponsibility innfh: nc?rl;tdum:wh;‘ Venereal discagp: o/ .f : : A new outbreak, however, appeared in the autumn of that from 1936 to 1938 there were 1,035,640 vaccinations
metropolitans living in TJealian East Africa in ur;"vho HAsSe: % of infection 1937 when the disease was reported between Addis Ababa mn Eritrea, including Tigre, 200,000 vaccinations and
concerns sexual relations with nagivy, e Women.' T.'?t Italian troops and Dabra Sina, as well as at Fitche and around the Omo. 13,500 typhus injections in Shoa, 178,586 vaccinations in
Incidence of disease made it “ casy,” he addy. 10 ded ¢ ] = 1937 1938 1937 1938 1937 19 There were fears that military operations and the Harar province, 133,402 in Amhara, and 117,198 in Galla
how frequent and dangerous arc N t;ccasions uc:f:- Primary syphilis .. 0-94 0.49 0-182 0-T68 0-70 0_33 movement of population would lead to the greater Sidama.™®  Local production of rabies serum also
Infection, above g in the remoter areas, where work, e Advanced syphilis  1-70 059 0127 0-115 1-04 0_27 diffusion of the epidemic, but this was largely avoided 12t started in this period, but was limited, D'Ignazio says, to
are Fmp]q;m{ on mfld-buitding and Sol,dicrs i :rf Blennorrhoeg -+ 4:06 2-05 0-664 0-418 |-0g 0_; I The Governor General, operating, as was his custom in only 50 or 60 courses of treatment a year.'™ Stray dogs,
garrisons, 103 n Soft ulcers . -+ 305 2-10 0-375 0265 0-90 ¢. 0 racist terms, ordered resolute action to prevent the and around Harar hyenas, werc also killed off inrelatively
In an effort to control the situation the authorities at Total v.p, .. -+ 9-75 5.05 [.348 0-966 3.70 |- ggl disease from * cndangering the physical integrity of large numbers, as we have seen, in the hope of
essie set up a V.p. department in ghe a In an attempt to contro] the inciden i - nationals ™" and “ as far as possible to reduce the illness controlling rabijes. !
hQS_pll‘al in SF]'-_‘I_Embcr 19536 whegs o avcr:;eal {;}rrgg -D. stations for * native .,pmsmuw:“g;c";!';’gﬁgcﬂa among natives,”” and specified two goals: (1) “to Relatively little, on the other hand, was done during
military and civilian V.p, patients, a large Proportion of & e have seen, ot Asmara, Addis Ababa Ha ISD‘?“" preserve nationals from infection ™ and (2) * to prevent the occupation to improve sanitary conditions which were
em suffering from syphilis, were hos itali o Da\}'z_l. Dessie and Gondar, while the latter Phgslire anyone, with the disease already in incubation, from particularly poor in the larger towns. Trevaskis notes
\;;omen‘s V.D. dispensary wags also estab!is:;:o?t l;fdib "': addition a 50-ped V.D. cii'nic,m smaueﬁr{?{;“ l;“d AL escaping from sanitary control.”"2* An Addis Ababa that in Eritrea for example municipal cleansing services
the same time, and received no less than 12,297 w’si:.?_“ oﬂe{l 10 more than huts, Were set up elsewhere - £ T:Ics: nealth commission likewise advised o~ the aility. of . only operated in the taxopean quarters ™ and that the
t eﬁrs_t SIX months of 1938, « Continuous P'mpa nd. 7 US‘:I- Tessenei, Barentu and Assab in Eritreg ‘»l\ldt .di cxtending inoculation to all nationals present in the *“ mative quarters ™ had to be * cleansed by the communal
according o Mari, was g0 carried o {gﬂ wa' Enticho, Aksum, Hauzen, Abb; Addi, Enda’ M ﬁ““: Empire and of also initiating inoculation among the cfforts of their Eritrean inhabitants, or, more often, left in
metropolitans ** apg natives ™' of the risks of vene arr; Alam, Adigrat, May Chew, Qoram, and Alo il native population, the source of the diffusion of a condition of increasingly insanitary neglect,"% while
I:.ls-':.ase:s. Prophylactics were widely used. The "whi];ce' Tigre, W.'gidc:l. Lalibela, Dabra Tabor, Dabrg Rr,;““ in infection,” and recommended that the ** white popu- Gandar Dower, znother British officer arriving in the
Irolhc! was thus installed with hot and colg runn‘c Lake Haik, Adi Arkay, Debarek, \.Iammnn ;l\rlqos' lation,” be given Weigl vaccine, which was ** efficacious colony with the forces of libzration in 1941 exclaimed:
“.;!fr and supplied with washing soap and protar I::fg R{lngillla, Kombolcha, Bate, Gorgora, Chelga i e and not harmful,” while the “ natives " should receive * Everywhere - enteric fevers and dysentery were
i‘;lsl e ;(I]s rn]mu!es_ were subjected 1o regular mcd\l'LL‘uf .l:;}"‘:g”“ and Mugia in A'mhara‘ Jigjiza, Asb:‘l Ln?(l)\r'?g ** the easiest vaccine to pmpa!-.:,’-‘:‘ Dr. Mariani, who endemic . .- Flics were regarded as inevitable natural
= pections three times a week, The « native  broghel D em in Harar Province, Scjano, Dabra Berhyy’ also thought in essentially racist categories, urged the phenomena, 136
lac(;?gh a hl{pbierlnstltution, likewise had jtg * prophy: i'jb;_f! Sma_. Holeta, Addi Salem, Ambo, Bishofty Muq'n’ need, in 1939, for continued precautions, |r}f:lud1'ng
and ;rr:rzr_:;ﬂf::llut‘}“ﬂ;er, sg{trp. towels and permanganage i:llo\'a;fé‘:hf\:':rﬁho\‘rl"|anﬂ JjT;ma' Negelli, Lakamtj 'Arg%‘"“ rcsca[rch_ 10'r‘l ;:hlc Irza.rsll icascs dacr;ong e k it APPENDIX
: K ons, while jis * ive ** oyale, » Yavello, Goré, Bong: e g Population,” particularly in crow areas, work camps APPENDI
Anstructions o recruit hcrna::v‘f’r manageress Walisso, Huba, Maji, Soddu an s (?“lé"‘r Alghe, Agaro, and among the troops, carly diagnosis of * nationals During the occupation rudimentary medical facilities or simple clinics were
Pirlasntutcs in possession of yajiq lica:-m:es.a Aso :r: Ifcsuf;';ﬂﬂ;l_ Sidamo, 114 | ) ardulla in Galla and believed to be contaminated, and the inoculation of * al] ?ﬂii‘fda‘é'a’."ifsffn:': ’i‘-"f;i.',";r:%f.'."f\%‘.EFRE:E"|?E.E§TE§:':‘._.‘.' Sl
e é!“:“ o casures Mari claims that by 193g the incidence S ais s * . national citizens and foreigners exposed to the dangers "s_.:i;:'r',‘?;nﬁ'?:i‘é'ﬁi‘:‘:R‘;e;ls?s"éﬁh.;‘.'f::’:f:a?!f‘l‘.‘.i;:’.ﬁ.‘?ﬁah“.‘&t?ﬂ
1SEase Was greatly redyce 104 falaria, which wag traditional] . of infection.’  Widespread inoculations were again & clinie, Aksim, Abbi Addi. Enda Slassie, Ad Daro. Dembersmn aa
Prostitution, and venerea] ;. lowlands, 15 4150 Jeq 14 id on:;_' Y common in he ordered, and victims of the disease were isolated. for, as Fila ArsEie ok, Eeiscis, Akt ey Chew: onelies May Chensicul
s 5 - ” ., i N i Al » 5 » o 4 uiha, Aragure, E Me, e & w, ut, Qoram, Adigrar,
other centres. 105 7y Maijjo, [])sedsc' Fa sl cextensive in ltalian soldiers, ang work e hospitaisation of Gli Annali reiterates, the authorities sought above all “* 1o Aty Halicn, Wogiro, Altens, Alerita. Korbeia, Ala: Robo: in Harsi
deneral Mischi had [ajq (Jjjg vn coiali notes in his diary, in the lowlands, ang c f::is' he frotarly those op crating reserve nationals from infection ™ g.'md to prevent SHidagarcta and Finabive Sk oria Gildesia, Addagaiie Bl Fate gommi
he soldiers had 1o app!“nF oy ¢: regulations Whereby concern. [In the Baria:;?[l' the fascist authorities Much Folﬁni-th rc‘turni‘ng‘ to Italy f‘ratm introducing thu]?ii:r:'tsc T atte s, "““”K{"IGF‘E"}' Goetl Deder, "-“"l’%ﬁh’ﬁ'ﬂé“'
2 o - - L Al Al . Cu i, Dy a, C; + as e « Anciar, cociara, 0, a,
nedically examined, before g.’!c‘ho{-hﬁc:mlzslon' and be Halian workers for examp]éog? S‘ilfrfcmem scheme for there.!* Though less prevalent, D'Ignazio claims, thay Si:'E:iAseI;‘:l.Rnbi, Cartin: e aialo, Ancia ,Lipaba, Kar Boccori
hat the institution was guarded by ('amg" ¢ brothel, and malaria. "' Though the airity o rsjé s fell victim o in former times, typhus nevertheless led to numerons Bbra M, new anel ot Dot s 4 2cthe; Iimals Dabat. Adk Remos,
as to verify the customer’s doéumcm;’f:g:! ‘m"ﬁiﬁ‘y above the level in which fhe malaria m::';?ut:?;} 13‘;}; ‘I‘.'".” cases of infection among the Italian population: 69 cases Daibera: Magiakax. Kiara, Darchiia, Buce Do aig, Worro e
¢ording to gp official report for 193, about‘j[}g H]l: s{}scqsc_“-as also responsible for 4 g, Pmportion]c‘ﬂq in l‘3‘33;, 251 in 1938, 127 in 1939, 42 in 1940 and 217 in 3:11—_‘1\',(-;‘.."rﬁu'ﬂfz—'_,‘:;?':’_-;:‘!:;,.’f Agaro. sl:::‘;nmrn&r;::ﬁ::bé,”au:;gr. J\.ha-i.l:
admissions to the capital’s hospitals. T} Y ans 194] 1= Wolitie, Mesca, Wolidso, Savo, Becea. Gore, Jubdo, Gambe
p s the Luigj * * - Ghidami, Avosd, Bedele, Bonga. Wata, Ghecsis, Waca: Armaia,
114 Borodds, Gofs, Soddu, 'where there were 50 beds, Cencia, Holy, Barza,
115
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A_B T_]N A PE TR OS had requested only that his servants, who were innocent, and entirely devoid of social criticism, js clearly the work
should be spared. When the sentence of death was of a man of deep scholarship, and fu of Biblical and

hiopi 3 ; passed on him he Iistcnqd calmly, holding in his right classical allusions,

An Ethiopian Patrio Martyr in the Modern Amparic Theatre h:zmi_1 an Fggmputn cms}sl 12 abplecc of blue ‘;I:Ihi? st _ The play ﬂ“;"‘ ;:., Glf]aziani‘s office where the Masha

) er sentence ha een announced, oggiali is sitting at 1s desk. e rings the bell and summons hjs
by Richard Pankhypst | G Ry T s 7 U, do" Wi i
. CL preparations were being made Petros, turned to face persuaded to sign a statement of allegiance to the King of

wfgglhc ""’-]';}{3 F:fisc"“ cfiamen Of Ethiopia in 1935.6, subject of two post-liberation Amharic relays wh; i tl}_c assen}blf mwd“ EI:B et ative  pualyand then be given plenty of money to ety on with
was effected in defiance of the League of Nations, here discusseq ric relays which are sepamgd rom him Y a cordon of as art or * native his preaching, and to make a tool of him, General

zzls :i'ccc?n;pamed by numerous acts of barbarism, These * . . 3 troops.” Poggiali describes him as stsndlng soI;c:mn and Maletti, h.on'c\'er, objects to this proposal, and argues;
both during the paas, 2 sl s o Poison gas, 4. Ababa, it will be recalled, had be _ Walch o ook i e “Which. remained ungl he pen L dom Bat it & paley of meomor (1AL Kind: and my
operations for the * pacification ' ol'l]:lc c(,l;lmsru,h.schu"}nf the Italians on May 3, 1936, but éthiopin?r‘:;‘?;:gﬁi t"} execution. He then asked a nearby Italian soldier for f‘::;cist p}incip]eg \Sc mﬂs:n‘: forget 1}‘1;,1 th: Ell]r:lcf: \LI::
" Graziani massacre of February, 1937 when 3,‘1,‘,"}“:129 the vicinity of the capital continued for several rng:ﬂ;‘: permission to sit down, but, on catching sight of members have been proud of their independence, and of I:]u;jj-
Ababa f‘:lscisl_s‘ determined 1o uvéngc :m, H!lcmpi‘on mi j..'n"td was followed by Patriot activity in the country ﬂ'l of the tribunal, who, the Italian journalist states, seemed Emperor's honour, for more than 3,000 years, And now,
:}{:egf"it'll1“7-sh;|}i:$1cl'1{i\r;z‘crtafsgjarshqcfl (_;lmggm;_ ran amok for O‘L;iemftf_gg)ugh%l;‘lt ;ihrtt I’i;:; icarsf 0}1: lalian faseig Imu(ih n&orc (;isi{ugrbe;i }ihsat? l{‘it‘j_c?r1d]ctml:}.;d m:m\il]!mﬁ& E'!}al they hlflg ltl:c_r.; pcc!;sia;tics preaching is that the

e days, [ esoing and clubbing to death any . 2 was ndisy onths of the occupation of 1¢ S100C up, and gave his benediction to the men who -mperor will be back inside three years.
Ethiopian they could sen i i) Addis Ababa was indeed a tense o il him. The ; ist relates that at this pojnt 2 : s : :
numbers of thiupianb;‘aj;.?s! fi'::l';gng to the ground large the city, one of \\-hor; a In:rr:::t' I“Ltlr:f : fgllr!}c I_!':Iha'ns i ?\er{cl:le(:‘fc?ﬂc I'Ile‘ & t:lzrjn[:.u:rrllaltl; !1ri"m:1 "-;m!:;a!? lttil lisnpﬂ:'?c Jhe General therefore urges he case for a public
inmates (o pepis i, : 1 SOmE cases forcing their noted on July 18 e, nun o 14 Giaconia Landj, See ki f'!ii & At T s b 'qd cexceution, but Graziani rejects this advice on the grounds
i Mo SRy T Ty ot o o ! L, o Sl Dl el ety S e 0t T e s s o e
Eiopan, " o i G v Y e e A R S g iy oSl o, B
Ethiopians, ¢less lr:akni ar;(inv::sion €N masse or elsc infilirate one day :{IIHO carabinieri to the nearby place of execution. There an R—awc can Iget h.in'tto sigcn a declaration Oﬂoy;,jl;, lcﬁ“icro}
AscIst repression and v i 0 directs € market."” interpreter  asked him  whethe he wished to be ; tohia s ibe him i
it Ethiopian holy “‘;“‘?fmée” ‘:\"‘}?‘l‘éllllml Qdml.;.[;?d Add'§ Ababa was in fact attacked by the Ethiopians on Ll;in{ll?'gldel;l. to which he rcpIi:d ""rlt is )'o‘ur affair, do as grr;?ct}lui::‘lgd;ﬁr:apﬁ;gr.p I Ethiopia, and can bribe him into
Graziani telegraphed to the Minister of the Colonies jn Pagy; Principal Naneions, the first on July 28, when you like, and as you must, it does not interest me.” Petros i ding} brought into the presence of the
Rome that because many such persons were prophesying Patriot forces advanced into the city from the north-wesg Petros was then made to sit down his face to the wall. M elr 0;‘ lshaocork ”}f’! i} O‘L ‘s";to:hat Pl:u refused t ;
the return of Emperor Haile Selassic the Vickroy ao and south-cast.> Pafrick Roberts of the British Legation Eight carabinieri, who, according to Poggiali, were said to x grs.'l“ wlo aé & :v ¥ lltal and 13" the I:eri o
given orders that g| wandering minstrels, sooqhzqvy reported on July 30, that the Ethiopian force attackin have competed for the honour, then knelt down at a L 10 the Government o ¥ 2nC to the glorious
a:g ‘:jilzarrdsin ctlhc town and the surroundin s be arrsggt‘::](.} El;hT"mEdwcdscll . m‘lE;; have put up 4 remarkably ﬁnf distance of 20 paces, and fired at the command of their ;‘;ﬁl‘;ﬂ"’;;{ s Ia:’?m‘r]:;hﬁ":f; c’;mﬂ d’;?g% I digﬁg[
a OL" and added: « In all today 70 have bee » and adds; * Uthey were allowed to get 1 superior. The condemned man his back riddled with . . : : ;

i - ki : en tot o+ 0 Bel so close : i : . come to fight; but it was simply to die for my country and
arrested and eliminated, ™ The fascist dictator Mussolinj e lown where the irees are so thick indicates a very bullets, crashed to the gr ound, but an Italian medical my faith, gnd for the honour oyf my Emperor.” Graziani

bad fault i Italian defences ' Fighting continued for captain, on inspecting the body, stated that the cleric was then enquires, * what profit would you gain by dying?"

gave this action pjs full approval, telegraphing 1o
” graphing he 'wo days after which the Ethiopian forces withdrew. not dead, and an officer of the carabinieri accordingly and Petros replies, “ if my blood flows for my country on

Viceroy on March 20 approve what has been d
concerning wi e dane They left behi b : ; : ; ny y
situation o ‘:aﬁi';fﬁ;"‘li ? c(ti):;isﬁi!iiymuﬁ ccc':;n;l.r};:e until the ﬂmympanicdbt;[l:'?r? in:g"'ﬁ‘w 33""§ut i;g“g! Wwho  had ]f:cnz:ilhed him off by shooting three revolver shots at his my native soil, I believe - I know - that it is a gain,”
CIsecution was also directed :lgaeinst L:Iic Ethiopi during the batgle. ' SR ']'hcse shots stunned both oppressors and oppressed (torning to the fascist rags c-sion with which Ethiopia was
Orthodox Church which the invager: il d“’i’“‘“ As soon as the assault was repylsed the fascj Poggiali records that immcdialng after the shogﬂ'z the W amm‘cd he dcc!’ares: -
bulwark of nationg) resistance, and rcsﬁgltede inas;hﬂ authorities on J uly 30, staged a public trial of the bis.‘mmSI Imﬁgln Colonel who had presidcyd over the court %rcnt “ The violence with Which the _gloriqus_Mussollqr s
execution, on Graziani’s €xpress orders, of almost al] :hc who was thereupon executed in the full view of the crowdp around with obvious nervousness, asking, ** where is the Romacting is no new thing. - Just like this, in the ancient
cleries at the Principal Shoan monéstc of Dab % This event created profound shock among the ciry's emetery,” as though he was a!‘r:-tsd of cs'cﬂn the dead Roman Empire many harsh and arrogant kings arose to
- hl'dblal;los.h gn hdi’u}- 20, Graziani chcgrurlfgd to R:m-zi gogﬁ?ﬂf"“- b“l“a:} f}c\vs of it was excluded from Ii: frun;ebu{i'ed. The gurial was indeed cffcctcdgwcll away S;‘;:_? I\'\:":l‘hgn‘:[::]:ﬁea 'Ne:_\om?n"ﬁfsh::cc;00?:’;5;;530]:5
4t he had ordered rhe : offi controlled fascist pregs. alis ital i ¢ ictly a48.on _NEIO; £ ; e
monks withoyg dis:inction_iu;?ag‘ fﬁ:cglllon of d "{ I Journalists, Cirp Poggiali of :I;w Carrg:]ecdgfgargir;l‘I\{f]ﬁm {{:E:Jé{‘:utm:ﬁga\tlgleaolp I&c: I‘EEELi?rlcsgblfcfﬁzl'sht;m took delight in watching houses burn, and for his burning
that he had viven orders for the sh'ooting of « ,‘?;':'Iﬂ;g i?‘ '145 present at the execution. noted in his diary: * {jf:ho lamentations of the womenfoll could %}c heard comin of the city of Rome he was struck down by his =t
Including 1 vice-prior and 23 others.” He adde im'] . shooting of the Abuna oie can telegraph n.othinn [e from the houses of the E:hioli tns who morned the dcatl% people. and died in gnomy. [The fate of the glorious
subsequen telegram that he hag ordered the sh t["' = l;‘ ltaly. It is permitied only 10 say that he was arrested " ftheir prelate. The Ethio JR riesthood, Poggiali adds Mussolini cannot fail to be just like that.”
129 deacons, 5o that *“ there gre feft only 30 g ‘10:} rlfl;:b 4 Poggiali’s diary, the ‘contents of which remai ed ?" 'Ilrp ::t.lv 'hockcdp;’ . for:in he <a :gg “If the Graziani angrily exclaims that he had never heard such
who have been song 1o their native homes | “\'T'_‘ 0Ys, largely secret throughot 1. fascist period and haye ‘;""} . Viewts S(;(i!gll;ebis'hob i g T 'ing: whit h’cs.wi Hdots affrontery as this, and thereupon orders the Abuna from
districts of Shog. Thus there remains no mo . :1r|ou? recently been Published, affords ys @ graphic acco tn,} il el Ll his presence. He again summons his generals for
the Dabra Libanos Monastery, s Te trace o the bishop's trial and murder. Himself .1?1 e -c:witnur-l or > * * consultation. - Maletti once more urges the Abuna’s
The fascist murders at Da'b.r:l Libanos were but the these events js author describes Petros as)a m;f:';n% * execution, for, he says, “if we kiI_I_one important
culmination of a series of atrocities, one of the i 1¢ slender man, with “ kind and intelligent features who The martyrdom of Petros served as an inspiration for personage it will break the people’s spirit far‘more than
poignantly remembered being the execr'.rtiunafcw mon SH wore a dark cloak, bespeckled with mud frc:m his the post-war Ethiopian writer, and sometime Prime executing a whole host of riff-raff.” Graziani, hqweyer.
carlier of the notable Ethiopian bishop of Decais Abn 15 Previous travels, Though openly g propagandist ﬁ]” Minister, Ras Bitwoded Makonnen Endalkachew, who decides on a second approach to the priest, lfus‘nm‘c
Petros (or Peter), whose martj;rdam made g du:a f:iscjsrrg Poggiali admits ipy the secrecy of hjs diary that th; made it the theme of an Ambharic three-act play entitled through the help of some chiefs who are to visit him in his
mpression on (he Ethiopian public Hind. and b (t:hz Ethloplfln bishop (whose speech was later translated for The Voice of Blood which was published in Addis Ababa cell.
3 the Italian Journalist by the Greel: hotelier Mandrakos) in 1948, an English translation appearing in the following In the next scene Petros is in prison. The envoys on
had * defended himself well, in a sedate manner,” ang year., arriving express their satisfaction that he had been spared
! fFihiopia, Departement d: 1, i dintormation. 14 chitvaron 4 ! This essentially patriotic play, which is in Ethiopian the perils of war, but he patriotically replies, * when
i {?ig.'?-ﬁérs'." o Likiopic (Addis Ababa, pg J. 1613, § moralistic tradition, though couched in political terms Ethiopia has not got free from enemy hands, | cannot say
LsA. i::Na(irmalJ\rch‘i‘\rl:ls.82I_.f4r._s_',!?.-_ Departement de fa presse o 4 M. G. Landi, Crocerossing in 1.4, 0, (Milana, 1938), p. 124 that I have been delivered from peril.” Later he gives
L it s idis nhabemiy ey o Tonics BB § Gt noitie S oL 0, g o ihrp 758, actenre " - Yent 10 an indictment of the invaders, and declope
i 7 C. Posgiali, Biario 4.0, (Milsno, 1971), '35, 8 Hlad.cop. D pubiyiet biograghy o itk Xitss, b Makonnen Work * The meaning of * Fascists * is, an association of
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cutlaws, united and bound together by a bond of evil
oing."

Thp envoys, having failed in their mission, return to
Graziani and report that the Abuna had refused to co-
operate. The Viceroy expresses himself uninterested, and
exclaims, * whatdo I care? Since he has passed sentence
on himself, and wants to die, let come what may.”

Act two opens with Petros praying at night in his cell.
He asks how is it that Ethiopia, which had never known
an alien yoke, was then under fascist subjugation. An
angel visits him, and tells him to have courage, for the
invaders ** may kill thy body, but they cannot kill thy
soul.” The angel also informs him of the future
martyrdom of the monks of Dabra Libanos, but goes on
to declare: * Take heart; the freedom of Ethiopia shal
be restored;: the Emperor is £0ing to shine on his throne.
The arrogant Mussolini will be weighed by the measure
wherewith he weighed,”

The Abuna’s guards, who are Ethiopians, then enter to
search him. Petros asks them, “ why is it that you have
become faithful servants and tools of your enemy ? - or
hzu{cn'l_: you heard that they've Kilied your mother

Ethiopia?" One of the guards dismisses this g5 raving,
for, he says, * Our mother Ethiopia has just married
husband, and she is flourishing and getting prettier all the
ume —-s0 who can have killed her? - On ‘the contrary,
long live the glorious Mussolini - for he has thrown down
of our king and chiefs
and princes, who used to oppress us."

oyalties which customarily linked nobles and commoners
In this discussion, one
f the guards asks Pelr_os what the Emperor, princes and

" Very well, my children: listen 10 me and I'll tell you.
he first kings and princes and chiefs who with their
lood laid the foundations of Ethiopia’s liberty valued
‘en more than property. Property was nothing to them
the:; Property was their men. Therefore their estates,
cluding their private property,
T your fu;hcrs and fore-fathers,
asters being the property of the people, any soldier

ween governor and people, the freedom of Ethiopia

A 5. Gerard, Four Afvica Literarures {Berkeley,

See
Londan, 1971), p. 308, G st
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flowed, and had said: * Petros, though dost die, thy
name is alive for all eternity,”

Bitwoded Makonnen piously comments, It is said
that he who begins his work faithfully with God shall
likewise finish his work faithfully. So the Fascist axe,
wetted with blood, has been shattered and has fallen: and
behold, by the goodness of God our Emperor has
returned, and has had the good fortune to set up a
memorial to Petros, who bore Christ’s Cross and was
patient under suffering.

“* Fear not! Though they kill the body, they cannot
kill the soul."®

The guards, by now fully convinced, assent to this
slatcmcnl,'and cach of them cites examples from their
own experience of the manner in which nobles, notably
Ras Makonnen, Ras Tesemma and Ras Dargé, had given
away iam_:[ to their dependents.

The third act opens with the Abuna still in prison. A
trumpet sounds to announce the hour of the execution
which is proclaimed by a herald. Petros bids farewell 1o
his guara:g, and prophecies, * Ethiopia shall not Jack her
freedom, to the market place where
the people have been assembled for the execution. There
i captain of the guards binds g black cloth over his eves

ut Petros tears it off, declaring, *| wish to be 3
spectator of a death for my country," Turning to the
crowd he cries out -

* O children of Ethiopia - and my own children too -
farewell! In the last moment that I have my word 1o you
1s: 1 beg of you, be not ruled by your enemies the

Fascist Go\-crnmcnl; nay, not only you, but the land
Hself have I changed under pain of execution that it be not
5o ruled.”

The caprain of guards orders his men to fire, the Abuna
falls to the ground with arms outstretched like a cross
and the captain shoots him through the head with a
revolver.

There is a long silence during which the people depart
after which a heavenly choir sings that lhgiieih of 11]":;1}
righteous ones also is for the beasts of the field. And their
blood flowed like water round about Ethiopia; and they
lacked one who would bury them.” The angel then calls
on the soul of Petros 1o Tise up to heaven; the captain of
the guards orders his men to throw the prelate’s body into
& torrent-bed where it would be consumed by the hyenas
an‘q then to clear up the blood.

" Clear up the blood,” mutters the guard, “ Gor-
_b]llmcy! Blood that’s real blood won't come out even if
It's washed with soap.”

The final scene, obviously designed by its author to
Create an atmosphere of national unity, consists of a
discussion, after the execution, among Ethiopians from
the seven main regions of the country, all of whom extol
the virtues of Petros, Adafrisaw, a Shoan, speaks for all
when he says that “ the pure blood of this saint which
ﬁgwcd OVer our soil can't fail to bind together in unity the
whole of_'E.thmpla," and he adds, “ for my part, I've made
my chq;ce ~l0 go to my own district, and for my
country’s sake to become a wild animal among the forests
and the cliffs. stay with the enemy on
this accursed and proscribed ground,”

* * *

The theme of the martyrdom of Abuna Petros was
taken up three decades later by a second Ethiopian
author, Tsegaye Gabre Medhen, an American educated
writer of a later gencration, whose one-act play ** Petros
at the Hour ™ was performed in 1969 in both Addis
Ababa and Algiers, but has thus far not yet been
published.

This play is far more sophisticated, as well as more
sensitive, poetical and full of imagery, than its
predecessor.  Tsegaye Gabre Medhen js primarily
concerned with dramatic tension brought about by the
interplay of characters whereas Makonnen Endal-
kachew’s purpose was essentially didactic. The earlicr
writer, who sought to show that the martyrdom of Petros
inspired patriotism and national unity, gave his principal
characters single dimensions either good or evil, and
selected carefully balanced minor characters to represent
Ethiopia’s more important ethnic and religious groups
who are all equally moved by the Abuna’s martyrdom.
Tsegaye Gabre Medhen, on the other hand, has more
complex characterisation, Graziani, who was presented
by Makonnen Endalkachew only as a chief administrator
taking the council of others, though making the decisions
himself, now appears both a fascist fanatic and a
megalomanic. Tsegaye has also enriched his plot by
adding the figure of a quisling, who is a materialist, as one
of his principal characters. Abuna Petros, in the later
play is tempted by this traitorin a sequence reminiscent of
the denial of Christ by St. Peter instead of being
portraved as the immovable rock of faith presented by
Makonnen Endalkachew.
ve Gabre Medhen's play, which also makes
use of scenic effects, opens at Graziani's Palace. It
is night, and, according to the stage directions, a red
violent moon glows blood across a cold dark sky, and
through the palace entrance we see a mortar turned to
face the audience. Lightning flashes, thunder crashes, and
there is a complete black-out followed by the sound of
heavy firing; thick smoke covers the stage, and we hear
battle cries swallowed up by agonising screams.

The first scene begins with a * voice * which echoes
Emperor Haile Selassie's famous address to the League of
Nations. It asks the representatives of the world, * Must
your silence condemn Ethiopia while the poison gas of
Italy scorches the faces of my people? Must the fury of
Mussolini’s fascism blight the dreams of myland?” The
voice proceeds to inquire of the world statesmen why they
hesitate, and * keep my people on the cross of oblivion,”
while * international morality is at stake,” and adds, in
the Emperor’s own words, * God and history will

for his death, she says, has “ made me hate bei
Moslem ™ and she adds: “Allah pe praised, thcrc'r;gng
dqubt that here where the blood of this saint flowed on
this ground, it will become a hell to destroy the Ttalians —
not only those who are on the soil of Ethiopia, but those
In Rome as well, this monk die with such
patriotism, as though it was a j

Christian Faith,”

The play ends with an E ilogue consisting of an 2
recalling the life of Masgs, fuet to so!cmﬁ murslic.m:rf‘t:::
w. :ch'\-rc are told that on July 29, 1941, after the
liberation of Ethiopia, Emperor Haile Selassie stood upon
the ground where the blood of the martyr Petros had

10 Makonnen Endalkachew, Three FPlays (Addis Ababa, 1955}, passim,
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remember your jud ment.”  This peech i
drowned by the snundgt{::f explosions, < T
When this noise dies away a second * voice,”
that of the fascist dictator, whose speech announcing his
victory it echoes, proclaims, ** | announce to the Italian
people and to the world that the war is finished.” These
words are followed by hysterical Italian cheering, after
which the voice continues, ** | announce to the lalian
people and to the world that Abyssinia js Italian.” There
are more enthusiastic cries, clearly identified as * si," ie,
“yes" in halian, and, later in the speech, cries of

wounded people,

The stage once more giows red from the moon wi th the
result that Graziani, who until then had scarcely been
visible, is clearly scen, He introduces himself by name,
explains that he has been nicknamed the * Hyena of
Libya " and will soon be known as the ** Butcher of Addis
Ababa.” At the end of this speech the stage darkens, Ip
the gloom footsteps are heard as the chained figure of
Abuna Petros walks to a table wlere he lights a candle
which illumines his face, and he proceeds to tell the story
of his life from childhood, A spot-light then turns to
another part of the stage to reveal Girsha, the quisling of
the play, who proudly informs us that the Italians had
given him the title of shumbash and that he alrcady
coveted that of cozbash, which was, as he claims, ** the
furthest a black man will ever £0 " under fascist rule.

In the next scene Girsha, who has sold his soul to the
invader, comes to the imprisoned Abuna in an attempt to
persuade him to make an agreement with Graziani, A
long conversation ensues in which the collaborator tries
to prove to Petros that he should “save his neck,” for
Ethiopia, he says, has * long ceased to exist.™ Petros,
however, refuses to accept this, and replies:

“ Yes She has ceased to exist in you, since you have
lost faith in her. Nor have you faith in yourself, in God
or in humanity. As such, you are a chained, desperate
juggler, a pawn-broker of faiths. As for me, I believe in
her, and she will live in my as long as I do.™

Girsha answers that the Abuna had been blinded by his
faith, and proceeds to paint a tragic picture of the crucl
punishments meted out to Ethiopians who refused to
accept Italian rule, but Petros replies that behind these
“* naked facts ™ lay the * supreme truth ™ which Girsha
failed to see, that the victims of fascist oppression,
* under-dogs of their own society, strangers in their own
land, beggars of their own food,” were becoming
increasingly united under the alien yoke.

Later in the scene Girsha scoffs al the idea of life after
death, and asks what help was it 1o the thousands of
*“rebels  killed by ltalian bullets every day, or to those
whom Italian poison zus * smoked out like rats.” This
discussion is interrupted by a herald who announces the
time and place of the Abuna’s execution * where each and
everyone or you is expected 1o be present.” Girsha at
this point seems to ask for the Abuna’s blessing, but his
speech is interrupted by the crowing of the cock — a clear
allusion to the betrayal of Christ. .

Graziani now makes his appearance to ascertain
whether Girsha has succeeded in overcoming  the
bishop’s resolution. The collaborator reports  that
though Petros had still not listened to reason the inmate
of the neighbouring cell was asking for Italian
forgiveness. The Marshal dismisses the appeal. He
declares that * one forgiven foe is worse than a 1,000
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enemies,” and orders Girsha to ** eliminate the wretch
who is Immediately shot off-stage.
Graziani and Petros then cngage in a long dialogue i
which the Viceroy declares that ** there is no Jaw, never
4s been, other than the victor's will,” and likens the
Prelate’s position to that of 1 rabbit caught in 5 trapora
wild bird held in a cage. The Abuna however proudly
replies that “ rather than live under your haughey
insolence . . | I would rather have a death with some sense
init.”  As this dialogue proceeds the Viceroy becomes
increasingly angry, and finally, sSwearing and stamping

is foot, he tells the Abuna that * rather than die g
Pointless death, the kind of death a mad dog dies " he
should * take my hand, my hand of hope, of Peace, of
hope.”  Petros hesitates for 4 moment, irresolute, and
suddenly a cock’s crow js heard, for the secong timein the
play, and Petros cries out, ** your hand is not of life, my
son. It's a hand of the death of deaths, ™ The scene ends
with Petros stretching out his hand 10 bless Graziapi who,
rgfus:_ng the blessing, Springs on the prelate with rage.
The lights go our, and in the darkness one hears Petros
being beaten. The Viceroy declares that his prisoner is a
“clever barbarjan monk,” and * raving fanatic,” whe
“ must be Punished.”

In the final scene Petros, his body battered and his
clothing torn, is stjjf in his cell, praying. Addressing the
Lord he says that He had too long turned his face away
from Ethmp:a', which had been ** rendered a fascist prey,”
and he asks his maker for strength ** for T am alone and

Girsha then enters the cell in a final cffort to tempt the
Abuna, and aftertrying varioys approaches, shouts out 1o
Petros that, as he  had already 10ld him, “oyr
Motherland js long, Tong dead,”™ but Petros replies,
*“ Dead only in You, and in your kind alone, Girsha,"

The stage lhcr_l begins to grow lighter to indicate the
coming of morning, Girsha informs Petros that your

You not indulging tog much in your owp will, almost
blinded by jt, give God’s will a bit of a chance: Ask the
Viceroy. "Hymble Yourself Father, Tp obey, Temember,
's the greater test, not self-sacrifice. ™
etros, apparently disconceried by these words,
wddresses himself to the Virgin Mother, imploring her
telp, and at this moment Graziuni intervenes, sneering
hat llu_: Abuna was stj]] locked in his * ey alliance with
F:lth.'. Turning to Girsha the Viceroy tells him g * let
im be," for there was no point in offering justice to such
rabb!q-rausmg seum.”™ The quisli ng replies that he had
one his utmost 1o get the bishop tg recant, and
idfgss;ng Petros, declares that the death he deserved was
vaiting him, 1o which the bishop replies that this was al]
‘could expect from him, “* 4 natural extension of Judas,
n.-ncg;adc_ of faith, a human pest, his people’s pest.”
raziani, who has listened 1o these exchanges, then
ters the discussion to ridipu!e the Abuna’s concern for

lague of fascism ' woyld not last, for the very people
m the Viceroy so despised would soon * force our
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truth right out of your lustful mouth, to care for our own
dreams between our own bare arms, to stand on oyr own
f{;el and_ to face our own sun,” Girsha, anxioys to please
his I!almr} master, intervenes to tell Petros that he had
“an appointment with death,” to which Petros pithily
answers, *an engagemen with death requires a baptism
In faith.”” The Viceroy thereupon forces Petros into a

at times made to speak in surprisingly convoluted
language, asking her son on one occasion for example
** are we infinite 7 (** sommes-nous infinis %),

The dialogues with which the play abounds, those
between Petros and Graziani being now the most
important, are by no means translations from Tsegaye.
They are indeed often entirely different from those in the
Ethiopian original, and are based on new imagcw_alld
expression, which, though frequently poetic, is at times

death. The walls of the sig cell are they - at tin
transform it into part of tha:-g:‘:uukc:l sf;uil:e] J:Jf.ﬂ‘effdri? somewhat florid, reminding one that the playwright is a
the execution, Petros rises, and, turning to (e crowd, philosopher brought up in the tradition of French
urges his compatriots 1o remain steadfast jp spirit, He classical poetry, ) ) ;
eclares: Sumner’s play, like Tsegaye's, opens at night in the
* Do not allow your dreams to submit idolatry, my then palace of Graziani, but, postponing both the
children.  Let not the flesh clajm that which is of the Prologue and Graziani's appearance on the stage, the first
SPirit. Do not bend your humanity to this infernal character to be introduced to the audience is Petros
yranny.  Any who submit to jt jo declared excom- himself. As the curtain rises the Abuna is thus sitting,
Municated, lere ang now. - Even the eamp this chained, at a table illumined by the light of the moon and
motherland, is declared 80" ' : that of a flickering candle. Footsteps are heard, and
While speaking these words Petros blesses the crowd, Girsha enters — he js described in the stage d:rcct_:ons asa
after which Graziani gives the orders for the shooting, * quisling intellectual =, He comes up and kisses the
Petros falls, whereupon Girsha approaches and shooe bishop’s hand. A conversation ful] of metaphor follows
him in the head. A voice declares, * My countrymen of in which the quisling declares that he brings * a ray freer
Ethiopia . . . This js the voice of your sovereign . ., Qur than the moon " (** un rayon plus libre que la lune ), but
valiant patriots, with their bones crushed . . ™ Mysie is Petros, refusing to yield to his entreaties, replies, ““ [ am
heard, and the curtain falls on one most highly acclaimed the tree which stands straight when the forest bends ™
Pieces of the modern Ethiopian theatre, (**Je suis I'arbre qui tient quand la foret s'incline™).
i * * Girsha, touching the bars of the Abuna’s prison, then
_ The life and death of Abuna Petros have more recently speaks of the solitude of imprisonment, whereat Petros
mspired Claude Sumner, a Canadjan Jesuit and professor answers that, like the dawn which grows into the day, he
of philosophy at Hajle Selassie | University in Ethiopia was never alone. Pointing to the bars he declares that
o write a very sensitive one-act play in '197] entitled they were those which deprived freedom to his country,
Petros " which is a French * adaptation " of Tsegaye whereupon Girsha, in one of the few passages directly
Gabre Medhen's Petros at the Hour,” ang Written in drawn  from Tsegaye, exclaims, * What  country?
Alexandrine blank verse. This, the third dramatic work Ethiopia? It does not exist any more . . . not even on the
on the martyred Ethiopian bishop, has thus far nejther map”  (** Quel pays? L’Ethiopie? Elle n’existe plus ., .
been published nor acted. pas meme sur la carte!"). He goes on to declare that the
Sumner’s play, which is a loose adaptation of ** petros only empire than in existence was that of ltaly, or, as he
at the Hour," uses the basic characters gs employed by says, of the fascio, symbol of fascism, and of the black
Tsegaye, but also introduces an entirely new figure in the shirts.  Petros, undaunted, proudly answers that for his
form of the Abuna’s mother whe is sent 1o join the part he stands for Africa, for the entire continent, and
quisling Girsha in the attempt at persuading Petrps (o that he would raise Africa and perhaps the world. -
recant. Though the central theme js sti)] the refusal by The second scene, the first part of which is an
Pelms_to dccommodate himself 1o fascist demands, the adaptation of Tsegaye's Prologue, but without the speech
Canadian has somewhat modified the emphase: of the of Emperor Haile Selassie, begins with the voice of the
carlier play in that he concentrates more on the Duce announcing the conquest of Abyssinia, and js
confrontation with the bishop and has less to sav about followed by the sound of fascist cries of applause. Petros
the miseries of the fascist occupation in genersl, Tpe in a part of the play not to be found in Tsegave, is then
various characters have moreover  been somewhat illumined by a halo of light, during which he delivers a
rcdra\lm. The Abuna, who is perhaps a firmer, less poetic monologue on liberty in which he declares that the
wavering character than jn Tsegaye's Play, is in some mvader has deprived him of everything, his country, his
ways reminiscent of (g presented by Makonney honour and his pride. .
Endalkatchey he talks, however, in more poetical The halo of light then disappears, allowing us 1o
anguage, has sur, prisingly little to say about religion ang observe Graziani who is watching the prisoner. The
does not quote the Bible. Grazianj s no longer the Viceroy turns to Girsha. and enquires, manotherpassage
megolomaniac conceived by Tsegaye, but a European reminiscent of Tsegaye, whether the Abuna had learnt
conqueror and colonist made 10 claim thgt he has a common sense, to which the quisling replies that * a mule
" civilising mission ™ 1o accomplish in Africq. The is less stupid” (** une mule est moins béte ). The two
quisling Girsha, who in this play, unlike Tsegaye's men, asin ** Petros at the Hour,” then talk about another
searcely explains his motives, has become Jess important, prisoner who has agreed to submit, Graziani declares
!N part because his role as 3 foil to Petros has been taken that a pardoned man was as dangerous as a 1,000 who
over by Graziani and in part because his role g5 tempter remained in defiance, whereupon the quisling walks away,
has to some exten been usurped by the bishop’s mother, and a shot off stage tells us that the unfortunate prisoner
The latter, though apparently a poor peasany woman, s has been despatched. Graziani in a conversation entirely
different from Tsegaye's, then addresses Petros and
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declares, * Everything is finished, old priest™ (* tout est
fini, vieux * prétre * ), to which the latter profound[y
replies, * Evcr}'lhing is to begin ™ (+ Tout vient de
commencer ), The Viceroy goes on to claim that

more questions, for it was the Italians who were doing the
building, whereupon Petros, in sharp repartee, exclaims
that they are doing this with poison gas. Afier another
such exchange the Viceroy accuses the bishop of having
attempted to resist ltaly like a barbarian, to which Petros
answers that he was one * if one js barbaric to defend
peace ™ (“si I'on est barbare 2 défendre la paix ).
Graziani then declares that the Italians had come to bring
civilisation, and mentions such innovations as schools,
roads and bridges, at which Petros asks whether the

Italians would do this with or without the Ethiopians,

After several more exchanges of this kind the Abuna,
apparently voicing Sumner's own position, declares of the
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material aspects of Italian civilisation:

** My people are not rich and my rivers are dry.

I admire your planes, [ envy your radio.

But I love better to walk barefoot on the stones,

Provided that they are ours, My poor mule does not
80 far, but . . . he carries a free man. . .

Your chains are of gold. I appreciate their
splendour, . .

All the gold of the universe does not remove their
weight."” .

(** Mon peuple n’est pas riche et mes torrents sont
SeCs, i
J’admire vos avions, J'envie votre radio.

Mais j'aime mieux, pieds nus, marcher sur les

cailloux L

Pourvu qu'ils soient & nous. Mon mule étriqué ne
niene pas bien loin, mais . . . j| porte un homme libre,

Vos chaines sont en or. Japprecie leur eclat.

Tout 'or de I'universe n'abolit pas leur poids.™)

After further debate, in which Petros declares the
asphalting of Ethiopia’s roads vain as long as they do not
unite the hearts of men, the play returns to the plot of
Tsegaye’s work, for Grazian; loses  his temper and
physically assaults the Abuna, The stage at this point
darkens as table and chair 1re knocked over and the
candle falls to the floor. In the following scene which is
once more drawn from Tsegaye, it is early morning.
Petros is alone, musing to himself on the future, when the
herald reads out the proclamation of his impending
execution, ;

The Abuna’s mother now makes her appearance in an
entirely new penultimate scene which dispenses with the
imagery of the cock in Tsegaye's play. In this scene,
which reminds us in some ways of Shakespeare’s Hamlet,
Petros asks her repeatedly whether she has not been sent
to him by the Italians, but she refuses to answer, saying
that they do not exist, that the only thing that was real for
her was a mother’s love of her son. Their conversation is,
however, soon interrupted by the footsteps of Graziani
and the quisling which remingd them that their time
together is drawing to a close.

Girsha and Graziani are together in the final scene.
The former realising that Petros has remained adament
despite all their efforts, angrily complains to the Viceroy
that common sense, torture and a mother's implorings



had all failed, and that the bishop therefore
for a martyr's death, He and Graziani then

whom they accuse of desiring a cheap death and the glory
of a martyr, but Petros resists also this last approach,
Graziani, somewhat as in * Petros at the

whereupon ! 1
Hour,” declares that the prisoner is not a

madman. As the conversation proceeds we hear, as in
Tsegaye’s play, the noise of the crowd assembling for the
execution, and the scene lights up to indicate morning.
Girsha then approaches Petros, tries to place a piece of wa
cloth over his eyes, but the bishop refuses this. He then
s (but without aw,

slowly blesses the four points of the compas
delivering the address attributed 1o him by

playwright), and, turning towards Graziani, begins to
trace out the sign of the cross, The Viceroy immediately
gives the order to shoot. In a slightly different ending
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from Tsegaye’s, drums are beaten, and Grazianj and
Girsha walk off stage, followed by Petros, There js g
confused noise from the crowd, followed by a moment of
silence and then a fusillade which takes place off-stage.
We then hear the national anthem of independent
Ethiopia rising to a crescendo as the curtain falls on
Claude Sumner’s * Petros,”
-

* .

The martyrdom of Petros, a faithful son of the church,

s thus, as we have seen, one of the landmarks of Italian

fascist oppression, as well as a source of national

arencss which has served as a source of creative

different Ethiopian writers of modern Ethiopia, the
latter’s play having been also adapted more recently into
French verse,

ur Press, Whitworth Streer West,
reet, London, EC4A 2BU.
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